





i gi ; 
pe . 
year t 
iN 
mv 7 T {T/\XT ee 
3 ISSIONAL GLOBE " 
= ) nhs ede Aid de i | 
AS ——— ysv.TCt »»D ww ra x gy TrOIIpwaca T’)D . . >\T ¥ t 
. rg OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN ©. RIVES, WASHINGTON. D.C. | 
at — - SS - : E 
Puinty-E1GHTH CONGRESS, Ist Session. SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 1864. New Series..... No. 93. 3 
Ser = t 
me s framed until it passed the House—not one priates money for the purchase of asteam-engine, 1 bia have brought this bill rward with a view : 
. fact submitted, ora particle of evidence of || or anything else, the custody of that property | to protect the public property, and not to accom- 
re description, that there was a fraud or swindle must be committed to some human agent. Itis | modate the District of Columbia or the citizens 
eC cod with that purchase. [| am not aware || in this éase as it has been in all like cases. We || of Washington. 
ed y jnformatiom whatever that casts even a || propose to appropriate $4,000 for the purchase of || The amendment offered by Mr. Tuaver was 
<4 isw of suspicion of there being any swindle || a steam-engine, and for the purpose of affording |} not agreed to. : 
- sected with it. It may be m r ly a question || greater facilities for the extinguishment of fires at | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
- nee of judgment, that is all, and the gen- | this capital. Now,some one has to take charge |} the bill be reported to the House, with a recom- 
vin is el titled to his opinion. || of this property, and the question is who shall || mendation that it do not pass. 
z DUMONT. I must insist upon having || that custodian be? The gentleman from Penn- || Mr. WILSON. Upon that I demand tellers. 
ay oor. : ; | sylvania, on my left, introduce Ss an amendment Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Hlingis, I will with- 
ny Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. But he has no | that this steam-engine shall be committed to the || draw my motion, The bill will have to be re- 
:hority to denounce it as a swindle. } custody of a Philadelphia fire company tempo- || ported to the House anyway, to be voted on 
a fhe CH AIRMAN. The gentleman from | rarily in this city. I haveno doubt thatcompany || there. 
- Massachusetts will come to order. (Cries of || came to this city on a righteous errand. | have || = The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
als « Order!” and confusion. } ; c || no doubt that they have done good Service since || House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
a. Mr. COX. I rise to a question of order. I || they have been here. I have no doubt of the ef- || PENITENTIARY FOR 5 a caine suse alae ent eet 
the i see any connection’ between the Charles- || ficiency of that company, and that itis an excel- || *=N"°™ ARY FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
ald wn navy-yard and a fire-engine. [Laughter.] || lent institution inthis city. They were brought || _ I he next billon the Calendar wasa bill (H.R. 
ion | yee no relevancy between the two; and besides || here because of the necessity of the times, and No. 169) authorizing the construction ofa peniten- 
rm | want these brethren on the other side of the they will remain here only temporarily. ‘I hey tiary, jail, and house of correction in and for the 
nti- House to dwell together in unity. (Great laugh- | do not pretend to be a permanent institution of || District of ¢ olumbia, for which the commitiee 
on ; || Washington. ‘They are incorporated by no law || for the District of Columbia had offered a substi- 
: Vir. RICE, of Massachusetts. [believe Ihave || of the land. They have been brought here to |} tute. 
om floor. | : . ; || answer a temporary emergency, and that, too, || ‘The substitute was read. 
the Mr. DUMONT. No, sir; I decline to yield || under no legislation by this Congress. They may || Mr.MORRIS, of Ohio. I propose to have read 
ili. foor any further about that matter. I yield, || be here to-day and in Philadelphia to-morrow. || by the Clerk the report of the committee accom- 
ver, to my colleague on the committee, (Mr. || They are evanescent and uncertain, they do not || panying the bill. -[ think it embodies in brief, 
Davis. } 7 4 || belong here, and we want men who are associ- || perhaps, all I ought to say relative to the matter 
aie Mr. DAVIS, of New York. When this bill || ated in a permanent organization in this city. || under consideration. | ask the Clerk to read it. 
. was first introduced I felt very indifferent as to || Now, shall we appropriate $4,000 for the purchase | The report was read. 
Ph te, but this discussion has convinced me that || of a steam-engine and give it into the custody of || Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I donot know that I 
-_ we need an efficient fire company here —p extin- ) a body of men which isacting under no act of in- || ought toadd anything further, after having had the 
shee guish the freamon@ members. [think my friend || corporation at all; A body of men skilled ta be || report read from the Clerk’s desk. But as the 
did m III nois,|Mr.W asupurng,]} who has become \| sure in extinguishing fires, but who may be here || Committee for the District of Columbia, in the 
tt rly inflamed ought to be put outin some way | to-day and off to-morrow ? |! substitute reported to-day, have proposed some 
ut] rother. (Laughter.) || Mr. THAYER. I wish to correct the gentle- || amendments differing somewhat from the report 
ally Mr. COX. Agreed, AAs || man from Indiana. The ** fire brigade”’ isa re- |) and from the bill as printed, perhaps I ought to 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Now, sir, it seems | sponsible association. ‘The gentleman must have || call the attention of the committee to those amend- 
sthe t we are making a great discussion about a | an imperfect knowledge of the subject, or hecould || ments. By reference to the substitute as printed it 
in. very small matter. ‘The information which came | not be led into such an error as to allege that it || willbe seen thatit provides that all these buildings 
fore our committee was such as induced the || is not. It was organized by the Secretary of should be located upon contiguous territory. Inthe 
snot viction in my mind that this was an appro- || War, and is at this moment under the charge of || substitute reported by the committee to-day, the 
he ration Which ought to be made inthe way which | General Rucker. Under General Rucker there is || words “upon contiguous territory’’ have been 
° bill provides for, Whether we have a fire || an engineer. There is no voluntary association || stricken out, ang the selection of the site or sites 
rely rigade under the War Department or not I doubt || of persons aboutit. They stand toward the Gov- || of these buildings is left to the Secretary of the 
sie whether this is the most efficient organization we | ernment in the relation « f agents employed by Interior, the judges of the supreme court of the 
oubt have in this city. I doubt, although it is said || the Gov rmment for a certain purpose. District, and the mayors of the cities of Wash- 
ie. we have an organization called the ‘fire brig- Mr. Dt ‘MONT. There is as much perpetuity ington and Georgetown. 
i ide,” under the War Department, whether that || in the institution as inthe existence of a butterfly. The bill further provides that before a contract 
| per- s the most efficient organization which we ean || That is all you can say of it. The question is || is entered into for the erection of these build- 
alee in the city of Washington. We want the || whether we shall submit the custody of thissteam- || ings, this board, consisting of the Secretary, 
pas panies on the ground. We want prompt fire- | engine, when itis purchased, to this temporary || judges, and mayors, shall decide upon a plan and 
: who understand their business, whether they || association of firemen, or to the Columbia fire |} specifications for the erection of these buildings, 
a for rom Philadelphia or elsewhere. I am in || company, which has been in existence here for so || or such portions of them as may be deemed nec es- 
» tell lavor of having efficient firemen, and from the || many years. ‘The realestate now occupied by the || sary for the present wants of the District. After 
presentations made to the Committee for the |} Columbia fire company is owned in part by the || the board has decided who is the lowest responsible 
aie tof Columbia by Professor Bache and || Government and in part by the company itself, || bidder, and after the contract is enters d into, itis 
fom ‘hers, we can have no more efficient firemen than || It is joint stock, so to speak, in reference to real provided by the bill that the Secretary of the In- 
aliia members of this Columbia fire company. || estate. That is one substantial reason, — terior shall have a general Supervision OVer the 
ting They are represented to be able and efficient fire- | But there is another reason, and that is, that || erection of the buildings. ‘The committee have, 
it, a8 much so as those imported from Phila- || the location of this fire building and company is || in their substitute, amended that in this particu- 
hat I a some time ago. And inasmuch as my || contiguous to the public buildings. Now [ have |! lar: the y have associated with th Secretary the 
town ‘reid from Philadelphia [Mr. Tuayer] hasstated || no more interest in this matter, nor have the mem- || mayor of Washington and the Commissioner of 
aa S tat those men came here two years ago, at a || bers of the Committee for the District of Colum- || Public Buildings. [t now provides that after the 
le moment's notice, L take it that they must be |} bia, than everybody else. The question of the |) site or sites of such buildings and the plans and 
tla 2 is by this time to return to their homes. expediency ofappropriating $4,000 fer thisengine || specifications have bee n agres d upon, the Secre- 
nl ap- tae | presume there can be no objection on has been investigated by two committees which || tary, and the mayor of the ¢ ity of W ashington, 
ease a part, especially as we can fill up their places || have the interest of the public property of this and the Commissioner of I ublie Buildings shall 
ie y men from this city, who are citizens, and by || District in charge. The engine, after it is bought || have a general supervision of the construction of 
ales Ng experience thoroughly acquainted with the || and committed to the custody of thiscompany, || the buildings. They have altered the fourth w« c- 
«that ‘a s ushment of fires. ] still belongs to the Government to allintents and || tion, which prov ides that convict labor shall be 
inden Mr. DU MONT. I beg leaveto say that [have || purposes. We are not donating a single dollar. || employed at $1 950 per day, by striking out “fifty 
“Sout my friend from Illinois is right in ref- || ‘This company is located contiguous to the pub- || and inserting ** twenty-five,’ so as to make the 
with i ‘0 Some incidents referred to by him; but | lic buildings. It is an efficient institution, organ- amount allowed by the contractor $1 25 a day. 
“ardly think he understands the exact nature | ized in 1810, and entitled to as much credit as These, Mr. Chairman, are aboutall the amwend- 
ym In- a pending proposition. In my judgment he | any one of a similar character in the city. Per- || ments that have any particular importance, or to 
“ totally misunderstood the provisions of the || haps that is not a very exalted eulogy, but all |) which I think it necessary to eall the attention of 
ye gen- bone tmakes no appropriation to any fire com- || we have to do is to do the best we can. | am in- || the committee. The bill provides that there or 
1 we aay Whatever. He takes ground radically || clined to think that this city does demand at the be assessed on the cities of Washington ane 
‘sainst the bill; he strikes at the reot of the meas- || hands of this Congress, and has ,demanded of || Georgetown and on the county of Washington 
. » and declares that itis an appropriation fora Hi past and will demand of future Congresses, a || the sum of $100,000. ‘The committee b lie pale 
it, ait, alerpres thes Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not so great deal thatis not incumbe nt upon us to grant. ee eee he an be ae a he bill, iad vor 
e gub- fuage of Te Ido not so understand the lan- | but I do not know that this ar toee ation is to $20 - a " - : oe eo eae pales sithed 
Means haracter . — | do not so understand the || ve made atall upon the demand of t Lis city. I of gi 00 ) is pai = x ’ = = x cone 
to the when theG ae appropriation. I understand | think ere eeaaanest e having charge of the safety ot eaeiienaen and . rae hee $150 000 to be 
nat bil overnment of the United States uppro- |! of the public bu: dings in the District of Colum- || of Washington, there will be but ’ 
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apt ria y ( nevressior this purpose, w I 
} twe | ne day expe 

of this Government. Itts but a seven thousand: 
partof theannualexper liture of the Government. 
And yet I have heard jected nat ‘ } 
like this, when the country is being oppres ed 
by a great national debt, this appropriation should 
not be made. Is it possible, Mr. Chairman, t 


in view of the fact that there is no piace m the 
District for the confinement f petty offenders, 


| rt f thie winual expe 


the seven thousandth i 
ture of the Government wiil not be made to erect 
a house of correctio nw h juven le offenders 


’ i 
may be reclai Mea 


r. BLAINE. Mr. Cl 


rman, ldo not rise to 


oppose this appropi ition because ilisa ked forin 
war times I hould eq uly oppo eitin times of 
profound peace, if there was an overflow of coin 
in { nati nal Tre isury | Oppose it for this 
rea : | happened some five or six years ago to 


\ wr of Maine 
ine into the condition of State prisons through- 
United S a view of reporting 
formation might made in 
In nearly all, 
tainly in a very large proportion of seventeen in- 
stitutions that I visited, there was a large annual 
deficit. Among the very worst that I found in 
that respect was the penitentiary of the District 


rnated by the Gover toexam- 


out the tates, with 
whether some re not be 


the conductof our own prison. cer- 


of Columbia. I do not hesitate to say thatif the 
building sked for by this bill were ere ted al d 
furnished tothe Government free of cost, the insti 


carried on shortof an annual 
deficit of twenty to twenty-five thousand dollars 

And that is assuming it to be equal, in point of 
average of State 
knows that one of 


tution could not be 


economy, to the 
Every on institutions 
located here and condu general prin- 
ciples of extravagance that operate in Washing- 
ton would fall very far behind the average in re- 
gard 40 economy. 
economy Is understood perhaps as well as itisin 
the District of Columbia, | found that if in 1822 
the State had acce pre d the offer of Massachusetts 
to take yand had paid at the rate 
of $2 50 per week them, the State 
would have saved from five to eight thousand 
dollarsa year for the whole 

There is not the slightest difficulty in having 
all the ts of the District of Columbia sent 
to and ke ptina State penitentiary at the rate of 
$1 25 per week. They need not all be sent as 
faras Albany. ‘There are two large penitentiaries 
in Pennsylvania, one in New Jersey, and one in 
Marydand. Their expense, even if transporta- 
taken at fifty dollars apiece, which is an 
extravagant calculation, would be far less than 
the expense of maintaining a penitentiary here. 
In saying that, lam allowing the average cost of 
similar institutions to be taken. Although the 
$250,000 asked for the erection of a penitentiary 
here is, considering the Dis- 
no gentieman on 
that sum will be 


penilentiaries. 
those 


ted on the 


all her criminals 


each of 
lume. 


Cconvic 


tion be 


lation of the 
f all proportion, yet 
this floor can -believe that 
quate to complete it, 
wedge. It willonly dig the foundations and lay the 
corner-stone, Next session there will be another 
$250,000 asked, and then another $250,000, and 
soon. We ought not, asa measure of economy, 
to throw away this three quarters of a million of 


popu 
trict, out ot 


ade- 


In the State of Maine, where | 


It will only be the entering | 


dollars in a fruitless attempt to get upa well-man- | 


aged penitentiary in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GRINNELL. Mr. Chairman, | am op 
posed to the bill. In the first place I think the 
appropriation too large, judging from what is ex- 
pended for penitentiariesia other States. In lowa, 
with a population of three quarters of a million, 
we did not expend more than half of that called 
for in this bill for a penite nuary building. 

Now, sir, the figures which my friend presents 
here for the purpose of showing the necessity of 
building this prison are entirely at fault. For 
instance, he Says it costs fifty doll lars to take 
man to Albany. Who believes that? 
do not cost more than ten or fifteen dollars each. 
Ten or a dozen of them go in sharge of 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. The gentleman will 
allow me to correct him. That amount has act- 
ually been paid for the transportation of all pris- 
oners aoe retofore sent to Albany. 

Mr. GRINNELL. Then | have only to say 
that it is a robbery of the Treasury of the United 
States, and | am opposed to robbery, whether it 
is by this Administration or any other. I repeat, 


a 


These men 


an officer. 


| such presumption, 


t these me e taken ten or twenty together. 
They are cha d, and they go in company of a 
Pp hi r, or might, ind itcannot properly cost 
moi int ars foreach prisoner taken there. 


gard to this expenditure of sixty- 
five dollars a year for a single prisoner, 1 knowin 
several States of this Union that the prisoners ac- 
to the State. It has been 


ully bring in anincome 


o in my own State. It is so in the State of New 
York, and otherStates. The prisonersare not only 


nota charge 
freyvenue,. 


to the State, but areactually a source 
The reports say that. Sir, letthe Gov- 
ernment here to the States of this Union 
to take contract. 1 will guar- 
anty,and I would be willing to enter into bonds, 
and find good bondsmen to go with me, that the 
convicts of the District of Columbia shall be taken 
care of without any expe nse to the Government. 

But | have another objection. The appropri- 
ation that we are called upon to provide for is 
altogether out of proportion to the Government 
property of the District. Is it to be said thatthe 
Government owns one third of the property in 
this District? Whatisitin? Whereisit? There 
is no truth init. The facts do not jusufy any 
The Government does not 
own one tenth of the property in this District, 
and never has. And now we are called upon to 
provide for two thirds and more of the expense 
to be incurred in the establishment of this peni- 
tentiary. 

Sir, this is no time for us to aypropriate this 
greatsum of money. I repeat, that the prisoners 
here can all be maintained without any expense 
to the Government or to the District. They can 
be maintained away as well as they can be here. 
And, besides, it is a well-known fact, as the his- 
tory of all the public buildings in this District 
shows, that when you have appropriated two hun- 
dred or five hundred thousand dollars for a build- 
ing, you have but justbegun. Look at this Cap- 
itol. Look atthe Treasury extension, and all the 
public buildings in thiscity. The first appropri- 
ation is always merely an entering wedge. Some 
gentleman says that was under another Adminis- 
tration. Well, sir, | condemn that Administra- 
and I find fault with this Administration in 


propose 


its prisoners by 


igh, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| self-sustaining inthe District of Columbia. |. 


Mr. GRINNEL ins l refer to the « j 
things in my State two years ago ik 
the facts which | have heard thatthe , 
State of New York would te clad to take. { 
cost, all the prisoners of the Districi of C ; 
forthe next five years. Itisa paying j 
with them; and the more prisoners they hav, 
larger is their profit. on 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Iam glad to 
Mr. Chairman, from the statement made 


by t 
gentleman from Lowa, that the prisoners "nf 
State are self-sust ainine. That of its: 
strong reason in favor of the pending bi|} a) 


the erection of a penite ntlary in this Dist; 
they are self-sustaining in-lowa, I se, 
vround for the belief that they mz Ly mn 


1 


ma 


therefore, in favor of building this new 

tiary instead of paying $21,000 annual! ly f 
ing the convicts of this District in the 
Albany. 

The gentleman says that the amount of nD 
erty owned here by the Government is noy : 
tenth part of the property of the District, | 
derstand the value of the Government | 


r Kee 


City 


| in Washington to be between thirt y-tl pro aoe 

|| thirty-four million dollars, and the value of private 

| property between thirty- eight and farts mi 

Mr. GRINNELL. That depends up 

| time the assessment was made. According , 
value put upon private property in the Dist; 

| Columbia at this time that would be a super§ 
valuation. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. It has also been es 
mated, Mr. Chairman, that three fourths 
present transient population of the. ityof W 
ington have been brought here by the exigencics 


of the times and because this is the seat of 
ernment, and therefore three fourths of the ex- 
pense of administering the laws of the Dist; 


ov 


| have been incurred through ahd by the Goveru- 


ment of the United States. The commit 
assessed $100,000 on the District. 
it to be its just proportion. 


They bs 
It is for inf 


| ments of the laws passe d by Congress thata 
|| tentiary and house of correction are now mn 


regard to the appropriation of money when it | 


squanders. If you appropriate $200,000 now for 
this building, you will have only a foundation. 
You will be called upon next year to make an- 
other appropriation, andagain the next year, and 
80 ON. 
agance, and nothing else, when in fact the prison- 
ers of this District can be taken caré of without 
expense to the Government. 

Again, sir,even if the appropriation were to be 
made atany time, | could not justify myself in 


It is because the people of this District hav: 
voice in the election of the judges, or in th 


|| sage of the laws which they are comp: 


lt is a desire to expend money, eXtrav- || 


obey, that this Government ought, | think, 
bear a fair proportion of the expense incident 
the erection of these buildings. 

Whether itis a proper time to now actupon this 


|; measure, | have only to say that in conversing w 


| the judges of this District they have informe 
| that boys of ten and twelve and faurteen yea 


| are brought before them accused of petty crit 


bringing on here now fancy architects, a swarm 


of builders, stone-cutters, and mechanics, to swell 
the price of living, when people are sweltering for 
room. Living is enormous in this District now. 
1 am opposed to this bill throughout; for this is 
the time for fighung, for economy, and not for 
laying corner-stones here preparatory to expend- 
ing $1,000,000. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Ithink the gentleman 
from lowa has offered a very good reason why 
this bill should pass. He says that in his State 
the penitentiary ts self-sustaining. It is not quite 
so in Ohio, but approaches it. I think it pays, 
perhaps, about four fifths of the expense. Well, 
sir, if a penitentiary can be self-sustaining in 
lowa, why should it not be self-sustaining tn the 
District of Columbia ? 

Mr. WILSON. With the permission of the 
gentleman, | wish to state that the people of lowa 
will be very happy to hear that the penitentiary 


of that State is self- susfaining, because they have | 


never yet found it out, [Laughter.] 

Mr. GRINNELL. Do I understand my col- 
league to deny that statement? 

Mr. WILSON. 
league was a little mistaken. 

Mr.GRINNELL. I merely wish to say that 
that was the case when | knew something about 
the penitentiary. But my esteemed colleague 
happens to represent the penitentiary district of 
lowa now, and | suppose knows more about it 
than Ldo. I presume, therefore, he is correct at 
wesent. I spoke of one period in the past. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will state to the gentle- 
man from lowa that itis not only self-sustaining 
in New Hampshire, but there is a surplus. 


Oh no; but I think my col- 


speedy decision I move that the comm 


‘| to the reclamation of juvenile offenders, 
| see them sent to the Albany penitentiary. 


whom they would not send to Albany, and 
whom there is no house of correction. ; sk 
gentleman whether he would rather save 
money appropriated by the bill than save these 
young offenders? For myself, sir, would 
that the Government shou! d pay this $25! ),UUU tor 
the erection of a house of correction, with a view 


to a house of correction they might be recia med, 
and finally become good citizens. If sent to (he 
Albany prison we must fear the worst. 

In order that the matter may be brought toa 
and report the bill with a recommendation thal 
ass. 


Mr. PRUYN. I have an amendment to otter 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I will say to the ge 
tleman from New York that when the bi! gels 

into the House I do not propose to cut off am 
ments. I merely make the motion to ex 
business. F 


Mr. PRUYN. 
at this time. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. 
I hope that we will be permitte “d to 
into the House at as early a momentas possi’ 
Mr. PRUYN. I move to strike out the fourt 
section. 


Mr. MORRIS, 


I prefer to offer my amenam 


Ve ry well, the n;t 


wet th 


i 


I do not unde er’ i 


of Ohio. 


| that it has been read section by section for am 


| 


mentas yet. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment ¢ 
committee is in the nature of a substitute, ane 
is in order for the gentleman from New York to to 
move an amendment to any part of it. 


Mr. PRUYN. 


strike out 
I desire to move to strike 
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tion which provides for the employ- Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. The penitentiary at ti bill, that the citizens of Washington ought j 
viet jabor in the erection of thes Albany is county mn under th " » provide a on thie tek ones aaa t ‘ 
| do not propose to discuss now tire the supervisors of A my county, and not under Mr. ¢ Lirm se t) iw now the cl ens ' 5 
' : : ' : ° ‘ . . - ttt ie: LW v is, Uti la ¢ 
\ indertaking at this me the con- the coutrot of Ui >be authoriues of New York of Washington are not paying one cent for the : 
of the three buildings provided for in |) at all, and that county is making, in my humble | maintenance of thes prisoners. tis to the in- f 
It may be important to build a house judgment, a very good thing out of this contract. 


rection, While 1t may not be important to 
ttentiary. I believe that the expense 


y on a penitentiary together with the 


‘A y , . wey 
~ on the cost of the building will lead the 
eysment into an expenditure every year of 
Govel — = 


or five times the amountthey arenow 


z {x62 or 1863 an act was passed by Congress 
tained a provision authorizing the See- 
Interior to contract with the manager 
oriptendent of a suitable prison located in 

la = venient place for the imprisonment, sub- 
-and proper employment of all persons 
-hould be convicted by the criminal court of 
District. By the last section of that actit 

vag provided that whenever a suitable peniten- 
yoy should be erected in the District, and com- 
one ated far the reception of prisoners, it should be 

| un- ‘io duty of the Secretary of the Interior to cause to 
Y ranaferred to such penitentiary all persons who 
en imprisone d outside of the District of 

Columbia under the sentence of such court. 

Under the authority so conferred, the Secretary 
ior, after conferring, as I believe he 
a large number of officers of prisons, 
rate after doing all he believed it to be his 
y to do, made a contract with the manager of 
tentiary at Albany, New York, for the 

ntand imprisonment of convicts ther: 
y tthe small expe nse of sixty-five dollars a year 
; ). The penitentiary at Albany is under the 

f Captain Pillsbury, formerly of Con- 

t, who is known throughout the United 

States as the best prison manager in this country. 

| am safe in asserting that; and I believe 

rison at Albany is the only onc in this coun- 

iny other, that has ever fora long series 

years, fifteen at least, continually supported 
self, Connecticut and New Hampshire may 
ive done so; but itis at any rate the only | 

tof New England that has ever accom- 
it great and much desired end. The 

vy York prisons at Auburn and Sing Sing have 
ps, at certain tumes, and under particular 
ae Iministrations, taken care of themselves. But 
i New York Legislature has continually up to 
present year been compelled to make large ap- 








“th gal N 


. Wi ’ propriaions for their State prison institutions; yet 
ee the penitentiary at Albany, with convicts whe || 
s meeee are sent there for comparatively short periods of 
le ume, ten, twenty,and sixty days, has taken care 
anid r a ° | 
ners Now, it became necessary in consequence of 
aad that contract with the Government, under which 
apt yn one hundred and forty prisoners were trans- 
1 rather erred from this city to Albany, for the officers of 
O00 for {institution to very much enlarge the build- 
a view z,and they have gone toa very large additional | 
than 0 x for the purpose of taking care of these 
If sent ers. Now, it is proposed by the fourth 
eal n of this bill, notwithstanding the express 
t to the “guage of the sixth section of the act to which 
_ referred, providing that these prisoners 
ht toa ‘ould not be removed until a penitentiary in the 
ee rise Visirict should be completed, to take them away 7 
n that it i Albany in violation of the agreement made 


e Secretary of the Interior, and put them to 


to offer. work upon the construction of these proposed 
the gen ‘widings. Itis against the violation of that con- 
bill gets ‘ract that I here protest, and therefore ask that 
> amend: ‘fourth section be struck out of the bill. I 
exped _— facts here which I believe are uncon- 
et 

endment es arden of that penitentiary appeared be- 

“the Commtttee for the District of Columbia 
then; but eae duced the contract made by the Secretary 
t the bill I Interior in conformity with that statute, 
possibie we must Xpress my surprise, after that was 


he fourth » iat this section should have appeared in 


—- sak Whether it was the unanimous act of 
nderstand I mittee, or of a majority, I do not know. 
or amend: ; sae itis, and it is in utter violation of every 

ciple of rood faith applicable to this contract 


tween the Heer. 
Nise the Sec retary and the managers of that 






ont of | ates 
ite, and i inate under which they have spent a large 
y York '0 Thee, ey to take care of those prisoners. 


DeSA ara we . 
to m © are the reasons which have induced me 


strike out ‘Ve Lo strike out the fourth section. 


lam not Surprise d that my trie nd from New 
York (Mr. Pruyy] should be found in this mat- 
ter protecting the interests of his constituents. 
lam not surprised that he should object to a propo- 
sition which would deprive them of the profits 
they now enjoy, for the pay which they receive 
from the Government, and from profits of the 
labor of the convicts of the District of Columbia. 
But | ask whether it is not in the power of Con- 
gress to annul any contract that thé Secretary of 
the Interior may have made, whenever it deems 
it pr yper to do so. 

Mr. NELSON. I think the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Morris] misapprehends the position 
of my friend from the Albany district, [Mr 
Prouyn.] That position is thata contract has been 
made for the care and support of these convicts 
at the Albany penitentiary, fora given time, and 
itis not right or just that Congress should do 
anything to revoke thatcontract. Every one fa- 
miliar with the Albany penitentiary knows that 
the authorities there contract not only with the 
authorities at Washington, but with the author- 
ities of different counties in the State of New 
York, and it is well known that the rates vary in 
proportion to the length of time the contract is 
for. If the convicts are to be ke pt for thir ty days 
there is acertain rate paid; if for sixty days acer- 
tain less rate; if fi 


if for ninety days a still less rate, 
and so on. 


And undoubtedly when the warden 
made this contract with the authorities at Wash- 
ington, he had an eye to the time that it would 
require for the completion of the penitentiary of 
the District of Columbia, and fixed the rate ac- 
cordingly. The « ounty of Dutchess, in which I 
reside, although possessing a county jail and 
county poor-house, sends her convicts to Albany 
penitentiary as a matter of economy, and as the 
cheapest way to dispose of them. Is it rightor 


just for Congress to revoke the contract made 


under those circumstances? The question is not 
whether Congress has the power to do so, but 
whether it is fair dealing to do so. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


1 wish to inquire of my 


| friend from New York [Mr. Nevson] and from 


the gentleman from the Albany district, how long 
this contract between the warden of the Albany 
penitentiary and the authorities at Washington 


| was to last? 


Mr. NELSON. Till the penitentiary build- 
ing for the District of Columbia should be com- 
pleted. 

Mr. MALLORY. I donot s e, then, how this 
bill conflicts with the contract. The convicts 
will remain where they are till the building here 
is ready for them. 

Mr. NELSON. The fourth section of this bill 
proposes to take away the convicts and set them 
to work at the building. There is no objection 
to the building of one or of ten penitentiaries 
here, but the Government should keep to the con- 
tract it has made. 

Mr. MALLORY. I understand that the terms 
of the contract are that when the District of Co- 
lumbia provides for these prisoners they are to be 
taken from Albany. ‘There is no time specified. 
Whenever the authorities here are ready to take 
them, they have a right, under this contract, to 
take them. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. The sixth section of 
the act under which these convicts were sent to 
Albany provides that whenever a suitable peni- 
tentiary shall be erected in the District of Colum- 
bia, and completed for the reception of prisoners, 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to cause to be*transferred from such penti- 
tentiary all prisoners who, under its terms, are 
imprisoned outside of the District of Columbia. 
This bill provides that as soon as arrangements 


can be made for the care and safe-keeping of the | 
prisoners in this District, they shall be employed 


in the erection of these buildings. 1 do not see 
anything very incompatible between the provis- 
ions of this bill and the terms of the contract. 

It was claimed in the discussion of the bill pro- 
viding for the purchase of a steam fire-engine, 
and | think it has been claimed by the genleman 


i from lowa, [Mr. Grinne 1,] in the discussion of 


terest of the people of this sity that this bill should 


not pass, because their prisoners are now ke pe 
at the sole expense of the General Government. 
But we propose to tax them $100,000, believing 
that by the passage of this bill we can maintain 
the convicts of this District cheaper than to send 
them to Albany. We believe that there is an im 

perative necessity fora new jail and fora house of 
correction for juvenile offenders. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Iask the 
gentleman to yield to me for a moment to enable 
me to call his attention to the law on this subject 
of January 16, 1863. The first section of that act 
provides: 


“That all persons who shall hereafter be convicted by the 
criminal court of the District of Columbia of any offense, 
the punishment of which by law shall be confinement tn 
the penitentiary, shall be confined during the term for 
which they shall be sentenced by said court in some suit 
able prison in a convenient State, where they can be em 
ployed at suitable labor, to be designated by the Secretary 
of the Interior.”’ 


Then the second section goes on to say: 


“That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior 
to contract Wilh the managers or superintendent of a suit 
able prison in some convenient State for the imprisonment 
and subsistence and proper employme nt of all prisoners 
who shall be convicted in said court of such offenses 
the best terms that he can; and he shall, on or before the 
first day of cach term of the criminal court of the Distriet 
of Columbia, inform said court in writing of the designa 
tion and location of the prison in which he shall bave made 
provision for the confinement and support of prisoners ; and 
said court shall sentenee all persons who shall, during said 
term, be convicted of such offenses, to confinement at hard 
labor in the prison so designated.”’ 


Now, it seems to me we have no authority to 
change these sentences that have been pronounced 
under this law, confining men inthe penitentiary, 
designated by the Secretary of the Interior under 
the authority of the second section of this act 
which | have read. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. We took that 
responsibilty, when we sent them to Albany, of 
changing the sentence. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Very well. 
But it was not tested then, and therefore does not 
change the question now. It is Certainly a ques- 
tion whether, by changing their place of confine- 
ment, we do not release them from the sentenco 
confining them ina particular place. 

Mr. TRACY. I ask the gentleman if this Con- 
gress has not the power of repealing that law. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. This Con- 
gress, | take it, has not the power of passing an 
ex post facto law changing the sentence of a crim- 
inal pronounced in due course of law; an ex post 


facto law being one which fixes a penalty to an 


act after it is committed, or changes the penalty 
from what it was at the time the act was com- 
mitted 

Mr. BROOMALL. The gentleman will allow 
me to ask him this question: suppose the peni- 
tentiary were burned down, and another built a 
mile off, would we have any power to remove the 
convicts there? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. That would 
be an entirely different question. This peniten- 
tiary, | believe, has not been burned down. It 
remains in Albany, as it did when the prisoners 
were sentenced. 

Mr. BROOMALL. 
tion? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania, It does alter 
it materially. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. As this is the only 
day set apart for the District business, I hope we 
shall dispose of this bill, and unless Hhequestion 
can be taken now, 1 will move that the committee 
rise for the purpose of closing the debate. 

The motion to strike out the fourth section of 
the bill was disagreed to. 

The substitute reported Wy the Committee for 
the District of Columbia for the whole bill was 
adopted. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I move that the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Prxe reported that the 
Comruittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
ha, according to order, had the Union generally 


Does that alter the ques- 
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ASHIBURNE, of Illinois... I move that 

No. 168, making an appropriation for 
laid on the table. 

moton Was 


' 
Mr. WASHBI 


agreed to—ayes 56, noes 40. 


IRNE, of I nois, moved to re- 


ler the vote by which the bill was laid on 

t ind also moved to lay the motion to re- 
CO t the ‘ : 

hie was agreed to 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. ‘The question now 
comes u m the other t iW relation to the pen- 
itentiary, & If the House will assign another 
dav for the consideration of the District of Co- 
lumbia busi 3 1 would have no objection to ad- 
jour ° acid ioe gpl alla i 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope this 
bill will be passed up age then thatthe House 


Will give unanimous consent to the assignment of 
District business. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio | propose that two 


t 
wecks from to-day be assigned for the consider- 


another day to the 


n 1 of the business of the District of Columbia. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will not 
object to that, after the House takes action upon 
this bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gen- 
tieman object now? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Ido. 

Mr. PRUYN.  Lask whether it is wot the posi- 
‘ave order of the House that this bill be disposed 
of. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has 
already announced that this bill is before the 
House for its action. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PENITENTIARY. 

The next was House bill No. 169, authorizing 
the construction of a penitentiary, jail,and house 
of correction inand for the D: 
rep ried from the Committee of the Whole on the 
ite of the Union with a substitute. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Thegentleman from New 
York [Mr. Nevson] authorizes me to take back 
the entire speech which he made against that bill. 


e admi premises 


yh t of Columbia, 


ts that lie was mistaken in his 
iter | 
Mr. TR AC Y moved that the bill be recommit- 
ted to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
Mr. W ASHB URNE, of Illinois, moved that 
the bill be laid upon the table. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE 


now adjourn, 
‘The House divided; and there were—ayes 51, 
noes 45. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. WasHBURNE, 
of Illinois, and ELpringr, were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 40. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And then (at ten minutes before five o’clock, 
p.m.) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, April 8, 1864. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpertanp. 


‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.” 


TAXATION IN WASHINGTON. 
Ybe VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


the amendments of the House of Representatives 


to the bull CS. No. 126) to amend an act to incor- 
ce ; \ 

porate ia _ itantsof the cily of W ashington, 

passed May . 1820. 


Mr eet dew I move that thos: 


be refi rred to the Ccommiuttes 


amendments 
on the District of 
‘l mouon Was agreed to. 


UNION GAS-LIG HT COMPANY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT !aid before the Senate 
he amendments of the House cf Representatives 
o the bill (S. No. 155) te incorpcrate the Union 
Gas-Light Company of the District of Columbia. 

*' Sec ry read the ai iments, which 
wer tthe cnd f ne ty . nm} y 6, “es the 
word *¢ Sta ." t insert ** o1 8 ll ras —— a in 


moved that the House do | 


| 


W Sal ve, to strike out 
the word **in’’ and insert ** of 
Mr. WILLEY Those are merely verba 


Amendments, and | move 


in them. 
The motion was agreed to. 


that the Senate concur 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE Y R E SIDEN’ r laid be fore the Se 
ate a report of the Secretary of Wa communhi- 
cating, in compliance with a resol Scamitin Sen- 
291 of March,a statement 
number of nine months’ volunteers and militia 
act of July 17, 1862, and what 
received the bounty oft 


showing the 


raised under the 
portion of those 
twenty-five dollars; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affai Militia. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. HOWE presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Wisconsin in favor of the passage of 
an act requiring the issue of patents for land pur- 
chased from the Stockbridge Indians, in conform- 
ity toanact of Congress, ipproved March 3, 1843, 


troops 


and the 


and for the sale of the unsold lands of the Stock- 
bride re reservation, and that the price-be fixed at 
$1 25 pr - which was referred to the Com- 


mittee o1 "Py ublic Lands, and ordered to be print d. 

Mr. WILKINSON presented seven petitions 
of citizens of Minnesota, praying for the passage 
of the joint resolution ame —s the act of Con- 
lands to the State of Minnesota to 


gress granting 


aid in the 


proved March 3, 1857, so as to allow the build- 


nol ge ction of rai isola therein, ap- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ing of aroad from Winona, via St. Peter or Man- | 


to the Big 
fifth parallel of north latitude; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Wisconsin in favor of 
the passage of an act requiring the issue of patents 
for lands purchased from the Stockbridge Indians, 
inconformity with an act approved March 3, 1843, 
and recommending the sale of all unsold lands of 
the Stockbridge reservations, and that the price be 
fixed at $1 25 per acre; which was referred to the 
( Indian Affairs. 


‘ SOM mitter on 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


ir. MORRILL, from the 
C laims, to whom was 


kato, 


I Committee on 


referred a memorial of con- 
tractors and builders of the side-wheel gunboats 
knownas the ** double-enders,’’ praying that they 
may be allowed extra compensation on their con- 
tract, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 131) 
to consolidate into one district, for judicial pur- 
poses, the northern and southern districts of Cal- 
fornia, and for other purposes, reported it with 
an amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee onthe 
Judiciary, to whom was referred a resolution pro- 
posing a new rule of the Senate in relation to ex- 
ecutive nominations, reported adversely thereon. 

WILLIAM G. BROWN. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The Committee on Claims 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. C. C. No. 
116) for the relief of William G. Brown, have 
directed me to report it back and recommend its 


Sioux river, south of the forty- | 


passage,and as the bill is for the payment of but | 
a small sum of money, ninety-nine dollars, and | 


to carry outa judg eo nt of the Court of Claims, 
I suggest that, if it be the pleasure of the Senate, 
it be passed now. 


By unanimous consent, the bill was considered | 


as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
William G. Brown the sum of ninety-nine dol- 
lars in full for stone or other materials used by 
order of the agents of the Government in the con- 


struction of a pier in Little Sodus bay, on Lake 
Ontario, in the year 1853. 


The bill was re ported to the Senate, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DARIUS 8. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The Committee antes 
to whom was refi rred the bill (H. R. C, C. No. 
115) for the relief of Darius S. Cole, have 
us ort favorably upon it; 
ur bill to the 


COLE, 


ructed me tore; and as 


wis a simils 


a judgement of the Court ef C 





April 8 


same state of facts almo 


it be put on its passage, ; 
‘There being no objection, the Se, 8 40 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to , 
the bill. It directs the Secretary of he Trea r ‘At 
to pay to Darius S. Cole the sum of ¢2,904 ~ e 
full for materials furnished to the United «. Mi 


ed Ss 
for the construction of the pler in Littl Q 


bay, Lake Ontario. cng pres 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 should like to} , 
there 1s any report accompanying t e bil : \ 
Mr. HENDRICKS. ‘The facts a a M 


the finding of the Court of Claims, and 
the committee thought it was not yy 
make a detailed report. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I will ing ire s ' 
itis recommended by a judgmentof the ¢ . 
Claims. Sa 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Itisthe judemen: ” 
Court of Claims. t | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ThenI have no o} 
to it. , 

The bill was reported to the Senate y 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, ' 
third ume, and passed. M 

DANIEL WORMER. day 

Mr. HENDRICKS. TheCommittee on 8 


to whom was referred the bill (H.R. C.¢ x, 
114) forthe relief of Daniel Wormer, hay, : 


instructed me to report it back favorably 4 
as it isof the same class, carrying outa | 
of the Court of Claims, | desire to hay 
upon its passage now. to 
There being no objection, the Sei ate, as { I 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded t »considert M 
It directs the Secretary of the Treasury y W 
to Daniel Wormer the sum of $1,778 36, | rece 


for all percentage retained by the Gov: 
payments heretofore made to him, 


ber or other materials furnished by . M 
construction of the pier at Little Sodus 
Lake Ontario. 
The bill was reported to the S 
amendment, ordered to a third 
|| third time, and passed. of | 
} NAME OF A COLLECTION DISTRICT. Mi 
|} Mr.CHANDLER: The Committee on Com- ent 
| merce, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. N “tl 
| 287) to change the name of the district s madi 
\| of Presque Isle to the district and poi Erie, te 
| have directed me to report it with an ame ; Hi 
|| and Lask for its present consideration. [tis very tian 
| short and will lead to no debate. No. } 
\| There being no objection, the bill was aid el 
| ered as in Committec of the Whole. The ameud- eress 
| mentof the Committee on Commerce was Pey 
| three, after the words ** Presque Isle”’ to insert of sa 
| the words ‘*in the State of Pennsylvania.” and | 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. Mi 
|| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amend gr] 
and the amendment was concurred | | 209 
| amendment was ordered to be engrossed and W 
bill to be read a third time, and it was read the ( 
third time, and passed. H 
CUSTOMS OFFICERS AT PORTLAND | 
i} Mr. MORRILL. lam instructed by the 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was La 
(H. R. No. 373) to appoint an appraiser meee 
| sistant appraiser for the port of Portland, the ( 
| other purposes, to report the same back fas M 
and I ask for its present consideratiot ; 
|| By unanimous consent, the bill w 95 
| as in Committee of the Whole. Its the § 
|| authorize the President of the United States Lwice 
| the advice and consent of the Senate, | on It 
|} an appraiser and assistant apprais 
|| of Portland, Maine,whose duties sha 
|| as those of similar officers in other ports; Mi 
|| amend the ninth section of the act of May ¢, 15 conae 
| 





also | 


other, depending on the |! 


entitled **An act further to establish th wt 
sation of officers of the customs, and [0 edg 
tain collection districts, and for othe 








by adding Portland to the ports therem enue’ Was | 
ated. And the de puty collectors, not excee™’'s ' M. 
three in number, and the appraiser of the por's wu 
each to receive the compensation of $2,000 an 
| annum, and the assistant appraiser $1,500 “ee 
num, * 
The bill was reported to the Senate dale 


, read the 


amendment, ordered to a third reading 
third time, and passed. 








9.000 | 


Wp I 


, rea uh 


al 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

HOWARD. ake 

ise of Representatives, No. 206, entitled 

+A bill in addition to an act for the establishment 
feertain arsenals,” 

; Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator allow me 
offer a resolution of inquiry first and ask for its 
asent consideration ¢ a 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 

sys first in order. 


Vr. MORRILL. 


The introduction 


‘ty ANTHONY. Ll understand the Senator 
. Vichigan to move to take up a bill. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator will al- 
. ne to introduce bills. 
My. HOWARD. I have moved to take up 
Ho se No. 206. 1 : 
Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
the Senator to yield the floor. 
\\y. HOWARD. No, sir, I did not. 


date other gentlemen. 

Mr. DAVIS. | hope the resolution that I of- 
fred, and Which was under consideration yester- 
aia ning, will come up, merely for the pur- 

ee of having a vote upon it. I do not desire to 

y a word further in relation to it. [merely ask 

» Senate to take a vote upon it and I shall tres- 

4 yn them no more. 

[ne VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 

motion of the Senator from Michigan to 
) the bill indicated by him. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOWARD. Now, the bill being up, | 
will vive 
ed for a few minutes, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr.GRIMESasked, and byunanimous consent 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 220) to 


I move to take upa bill of 


way toallow morning business to be | 


I wish | 
; yp this bill, and then of course I will ac- 





vide for the establishmentof a County and Dis- | 


tof Columbia Industrial Norma] School, and 
her purposes; which was read twice bw **, 
and referred to the Committee °- 


of Columbia. 


. une District | 


‘ y nr . } 
Mr. HOWAR 7 asited, and by unanimous con- 


2 


'sned, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
<2\) for the reliefof Robert Wagstaff; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- | 


tained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 


No. 42) to extend the time for the reversion to | 
the United States of the lands granted by Con- | 
ress to aid in the construction of arailroad from | 


9 
Pere Marquette to Flint, and for the completion || 


of said road; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous con- 


seit obtained, leave to introduce a biil (S. No. | 


22) extending the jurisdiction of district courts; 


I ask leave to introduce a |} 


PROFESSORS AT NAVAL ACADEMY. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of placing the pro 


fessors of Ethics, of Spanish, and of Drawing, at the Naval 
Academy » OH the same footuung with the other protessors. 
ARRESTS AT ALEXANDRIA. 

Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
municate to the Senate any information in his possession 
touching the recentarrest of Captain ©. B. Ferguson, quar 
termaster United States Army, and Captain William Stod 
dard, @sSistant quarterinaster Ol Volunteers, late iyincharge 
of the military depot at Alexandria, Virginia. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. DAVIS. 

gard to Yocum’s case be taken up now; andit can 

be passed by informally to allow gentlemen to in- 
terpose other business. 

Mr. HOWARD. I will agree to that if it does 

not displace my bill that is now before the Senate. 


Mr. GRIMES. | hope the Senator from Ken- 


| tucky will permit the bill that the Senator from 


Michigan has under consideration to be proceeded 
with. It will take up just about the morning hour. 
It isa very important bill, | know. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


choose to call it up, I will give place to this busi- 
ness, or any other business that may be offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
permit the Chair to suggest that if the Chair un- 
derstands the desire of the Senator, if the bill be- 


fore the Senate should consume the whole of the 


| morning hour, he would not accomplish his +! 


| quiesce cheerfully; 


ject, for that would be the actual ner ding question 
at the expiration of the “orning hour. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
luttos, peing superseded by tis bill in that way. 
If the bill has the effect to supersede it, 1 will ac- 

but | move to take up the res- 
olution, and if it be taken up I will then consent 


| that the bill desired by the Senator from Michigan 
| shall be taken up, and that my resolution shall be 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to | 


e Committee on Commerce. 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- | 


ed. leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 223) to | 


guiate the foreign and coasting trade on tne 
rihern, northeastern, and northwestern front- 
fthe United States, and for other purposes; 

“i was read twice by its title, and referred to 
Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
Sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
for the relief of certain friendly Indians of 
the Sioux nation in Minnesota; which was read 


y its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
pa lsent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
“-4) to provide a national currency secured bya 
\'"dge of United Stafes stocks, and to provide 
for the circulation and redemption thereof; which 
Was read twice by Ties tral: 

| M SHERMAN, Before that bill is referred, 
a State that the bill now introduced by me is 
ie same bill that was perfected in the House of 
» fesentatives, but by a misunderstanding or 
, asteementof the friends of the bill was defeated 
a et day. _ Lintroduce it now in its perfected 
Fane ask its reference to the Committee on 


rs o 


lwice 


it was so referred, 


oversiaughed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill of the 
Senator from Michigan has been taken up on the 
vote of the Senate, and is now before the Senate. 
All these other motions have intervened by the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. HOWARD. Lhope we shall proceed with 
the bill. 

ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
No. 206) in addition to an act for the establish - 
ment of certain arsenals is before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, and will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. It recites that it 
is necessary that the Government of the United 
States should at an early day, for the purpose of 
the arsenal at Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, 
provided for in the act passed July 11, 1862, ob- 
tain the posscssion uo and title to certain lands, 
now the property of private persons, upon Wien 
to locate the arsenal, with the grounds and build- 
ings needful for and to make a part of the same; 
and it therefore empowers the Secretary of War 
to take and hold full, complete, and permanent 
possession, in behalf of the United States, of all 
the lands and shores of the island of Rock Island, 
in the State of Illinois, the same, when so pos- 
sessed, to be held and keptasa military reserva- 
tion by the War Department, upon which shall 
be built and maintained an arsenal for the con- 
struction, deposit, and repair of arms and muni- 


} 
tions of war, and such other military establish- 


ments as have been or may be authorized by law 


to be placed thereon in connection with such ar- || 


senal. bot 4, 
If itshall appear upon examination by the At- 


1 have no objection to the reso- 


The bill (H. R. | 


1 ask that my resolution in re- 


If my resolution is taken up, | 
merely to be before the Senate at any tire that I | 


torney General of the United States of the titles | 


of the lands on Rock Island taken and occupied 
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if mutually agreed on by the Secretary of War 
and the rightful owner o1 owners, and approved 
by the President, be paid by the Secretar y of the 
Treasury to the rightful owner or owners 80 
agreeing, out of the appropriations made or to be 
made for the construction of the arsenal: but be- 
fore such payment Shall be made, the owner or 
owners of such private lands so taken, or such of 
them as shall agree, shall by good and sufficient 
deed er deeds, in due form of law, and approved 
by the Attorney General, fully release and con- 
vey tothe United States all their several and re- 
spective rights in and tides to the lands so taken. 

If the Secretary of War shall notagree with any 
private owner or owners of land so taken for the 
use of the United States for military purposes, or 
ifany such owner or owners shall refuse to ac- 
cept the sum to be paid to him or them by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as the true value, or 
shall from any other cause neglect or fail for the 
space of twelve months after the taking to exe- 
cute and deliver the deed or deeds needful, inthe 
opinion of the Attorney General, to convey to 
the United States the title of the lands taken, there 
shall forthwith be selected three competent per- 
sons, who shall be named and appointed by the 
President and constituted a board of commission- 
ers, whose duty it shall be to hear the parties in- 
terested, who may appear before them upon rea- 
sonable notice of time and place, and ascertain 
the true value of the land taken, and of the ser. 
eral parcels thereof that shall not have been con- 
veyed to or paid for by the United States, and the 


| names and titles of the claimants thereof, if more 


than one, and their respective interests therein, 


| and what compensation for the taking of their 


lands is due to each claimant. The board ofcom- 
missioner® 'S toreport asearly as practicable after 
‘ueir appointment to the circuit court of the Uni- 
ted States within the district in which the lands 
are situated; and in case of a difference of opin- 
ion in the board as to the matters referred to them, 
the report of a majority of the commissioners is 
to be held to be the report of the board. 

The circuit court, upon the return and exam- 
ination of the report of the commissioners, shall, 
for the parcels of land taken, as to which there 
appear to be no conflicting claims for compensa- 
tion, by decree order the sums awarded by the 
commissioners in their report to be paid to the 
person or persons who shall, according to the re- 


| port, be entitled thereto, and who shall apply 


by the Secretary of War for an arsenal and other I] 


military purposes, that any part or parcels thereof 
are now the property of, and are rightfully pos- 
sessed by, any individual or corporation as his 
or their own private property, the value of the 
private property so taken, anda just compensa- 
tion for any damages caused by the taking, shall, 


therefor, and who shall, by writing filed in the 
court, waive his or their right to an appeal from 
the determination of the board of commissioners, 
and agree to accept the sum awarded, in full sat- 
isfaction of his or their claims for the lands taken 
by the United States; but if the party so entitled 
and applying or filing a complaint, as is subse- 
quently provided in the bill, shall have an estate 
for life only in the land, or any estate less than 
a fee simple, or shall be a married woman, or a 
minor, or non compos mentis, the court shall, in 
its final judgment or decree, make such order for 
the payment of the compensation to the party or 
for its payment into court; and as to the invest- 
ment of the principal and disposal of the income, 
or interest thereof, as shall be just and equitable, 
and for the protection of the rights of those inter- 
ested, in ac oradance with the rules and practice 
of courts of equity, in cases Where aruba no court 
is to be divided and administered. 

Provision is made to adjust the cases of those 
who may be dissatisfied with the decisions made, 
through various courts, with a right of appeal to 
the Supreme Court of the United States; and in 
all cases of final judgments or decrees by the cir- 
cuit court, or, on appeal, by the Supreme Court, 
where the same ghall be affirmed in favor of the 
claimant, the sum due thereby shall be paid either 
to the claimant or into the circuit court, as the 
judgment or decree muy determine, by the Uni- 
ted States, out of the money appropriated for the 
construction and maintenance of the arsenal, on 
presentation to the Secretary of the Treasury of 
a copy of the judgment or decree signed by the 
aiedine judge, and certified by the clerk of the 
circuit court. Such payment is to be a full dis- 
charge to the United States for the compensation 
and damages due for the taking of the lands, in 
respect of which the judgment or decree was ren- 
dered or made, and to forever bar any further 


| claim or demand against the United States arising 


out of the taking of auch land. Every claimagainat 


; 
; 
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the United States for the taking of land for pub- 


wut zed i the bill, 1s to be forever 

barred unl within three years from the time of 
ich taking the claim tor compensation therefor 
shall be adjusted by agreement with the Secre- 


tary of War, or be settled by an award of the 
board of commissioners, or presented by com- 
plaint or petition to the circuit court of the Uni- 
ted States in the tin which the land is sit- 
uated; laims of persons who at the time 


ie 
of the taking shall be under the age of twenty- 


distri 
but the « 


one years, married women, idiots, lunatics, or 
insau ,or bey mid seas, shall not be barred if their 
petition of complaint be filed in the court within 
three year ter the disability has ceased, but no 
disability other than those enumerated shall pre- 
vent any claim from being barred, nor shall any 
of the said disabilities operate curaulatively. 


Che amendment re port d by the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia was in 
eight, after the word *‘land,’’ in line sixteen, to 


insert: 


section 


Aud such payment, or the lawful tender thereof, shall 
operate as and shall be deemed and held to be a full and 
omplete conveyan of the parcel or parcels of land for 
which itwas made to the Onited States. 


Ihe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. If I this bill it in- 


volves a new principle in the practice of this Gov- 


understand 


ernment, and one which, according to my recol 
lection, has never 
carliest 


} 
the present time 


peen attempted to be practiced 
period of the Government to 
ido not speak with certainty 


when I say that that 1s so; but such is my im- 


t , 
irom the 


pression. IL think there has been no instance of 
an attempt on the part of this Government to take 
private property ii >tate for public uses against 
the consent of the owner. I snouid like to hea 
the learned gentleman from Michigan, who i 


know is a protound lawyer, on that subject. It 
strikes me to be a new exercise 


Mr. HOWARD. 


of power. 

nS I 

This bill passed the House 
of Representatives on the 18th of February last. 


) 
Lh oby ct isto enable the Government to acquire 
ile of Rock Island, in the State 


pul pose ot 


the title to the wh 


of Illinois, tor the an arsenal, that 


pl ice having been selected by act of Congress of 


1862, among others, for the purpose of establish- 
ing » West. Itis a small island 


in Rock river, and very commodiously situated 


in arsenai in tl 


for such & purpose; 
about one hundred and ninety acres of land lying 
on the island, it belongs entirely to the United 
States, the tite never having been transferred by 
the United States; and no controversy can arise 
so far as is now seen under this bill, except as to 
that portion of the land which is now owned by 
private persons, those persons being only two 
in number. 
the United States the lands which the y own on 
that island I do not know . but the object of the 
bill is to acquire the 
lands included. 
The Senator from New Hampshire puts the 
question whether itis competent for the United 


title to the whole island, their 


States to take the property of private persons for 
public use without the consentof the State Leeis- 
lature 


Mr. HALE. No. 

Mr. HOWARD I should like, then, to un- 
derstand the question which ts put by the Sena- 
than I do. 


| stated that 


tor more distinetly 
Mr. HALE. 
had ne 


use } rivate 


I believed this Gov- 
ver attempted to take for public 
property ina State without the 
of the owner. 

Mr. HOWARD. Whether it has or has not 
exercised that power is a matter of very !ittle 
consequence. The only question of any import- 
ance befere the Senate ts whether the Govern- 
ment has power in this manner to acquire the title 
to private property for public use. As to that 
question I[ can entertain no doubt whatever. Cer- 
tainly the Constitution, by the plainest implica- 
tion, authorizes the Government of the United 
States, whenever they shall see fit to take private 
property for the public use, to do so upon mak- 
ing just compensation. This is in one of the 
amendments to the Constitution adopted after the 
main body of the Constitution had been in oper- 
ation for several years. I cannot doubt it; and 
until the Senator from New Hampshire shall call 
to my attention some clause in the Constitation 
which seems, in his opinion, to prohibit us from 


crnment 


con- 
sent 


and with the exception of 


Whether they are willing to sell to 


the exercise of this power, I shall deem that I 


have given hima sufficient answer. 

We have the right to take private property for 
public use | had supposed that that principle 
had long since been conce ded. Whether it has 


been exercised by the Government of the United 
States for the purpose of acquiring the title to 
lund from private persons is, as I said before, a 
question totally immaterial. ‘The Government 
may or may not have done so; I do not know 
what the factis; butthat we have the right I enter- 
tain no sort of doubt. 

There is but one amendment suggested to this 
bill, that which has just been read, and it is added 
for the mere purpose of cutting off for the future 
all controversies as to the title of the property 
which the Government may thus take upon mak- 
ing due compensation, and placing the title be- 
yond all dispute in the United States. 
| willsay further in respect to the bill, that in 
case of any controversy that may arise between 
the Government and a private person under this 


| way and nothing elseis done, the U 


| tions are entirely indepe ndent of « 


bill, the private person has a right to resort first | 


to commissioners, nexttothe circuit court of the 


United States, and if he sees fit have the value of | 


his property assessed by a jury regularly called 
and impanneled; and then, if he is unsatisfied with 
the proceedings, he has aright to appeal the whole 


case from the circuit court of the United States | 


for that district to the Supreme Court of the United 
States; so that I am not able to see any objection 
to the bill growing out of the suspicion of injus- 
tice being done to any private person. I hope the 
bill will be passed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred In. 

Mr. POWELL. 
ator who reports this bill, in what State Rock Isl- 
Is it not in Llinois? 

Mr. HOWARD. It is in Hlinois. 

Mr. POWELL. Is there any provision to get 
the consent of the sovereign State of Lllinois to 
the transnmission of this property to us? Tas 
the Legislature of Illinois taken any action on 
the matter? 


Mr. HOWARD. 


nd is? 


I am not aware that the 
Legislature of the State of Illinois has taken any 
action in the matter. I donot know how that is. 

Mr. POWELL. I concur with the Senator 
from New Hampshire, if I understood the point 
he made a few moments ago, that we cannot do 
this thing unless we have the consent of the State. 
The universal custom from the beginning of the 
Government has been, if the General Government 
wishes to obtain property in a State for the pur- 
pose of erecting a fort or arsenal or hospital, to 
procure a law from the State giving the United 
States jurisdiction. : 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not believe it to be 
necessary that the Legislature of Illinois should 
give its consent to the proceeding which the bill 
has in contemplation, because, as | have already 
remarked, I have no doubt as to the power of the 
Government of the United States to take private 
roperty, no matter of what quality, whether per- 
onal or real, for the public use by making just 
compensation therefor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, Butthat does not confer 

rsaicuon Our practice has been to get a ces- 
; from the State in all such 


sion of 


jurisdiction 
cases. 

Mr. HOWARD. The question of jurisdiction 
does not arise at this stage of the proceeding. It 
will be sufficient to discuss that question when 
there shall bea conflict of jurisdiction between the 
State of Illinois and the Government of the Uni- 
ted States In respect to this island. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator, I suppose, 
is aware that the policy of the Government of the 
United States is well established, not to take lands 
to be used in this way in the States unless there 
is a cession of jurisdiction by the States where 
the lands lie. — ‘ 

Mr. HOWARD. I am quite_aware that there 
are numerous instances in which cessions have 
been made by States to the Government of the 
United States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There isa general law 
on the subject. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Willthememberfrom Michi- | 


gan permit me to make a remark? 

Mr. HOWARD. Certainly. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There are two questions, 
I suppose, presented by this bill. The first is 


{ 


I rise to inquire of the Sen- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| ted States. Now, notonly,as I think, is 
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whether we can authorize the conde 
property and acquire title to property 
and the otheris whether, if we get thy, 


would have jurisdiction over it. 


The pra: 
7 ar h ( 
suppose with reference to thé first point, it = 
be very clear, if there was notin the C ini 
the particular provision to which | am tb 
refer, that, as an incident of sovers ienty.t 
of eminent domain belongs to this Gov. ron 
I mean the right of eminent domain W 
ence to the powers conferred upon the Go 
ment by the Constitution. The men 
New Hampshire and the member from K 
are mistaken in supposing that this pow, 
never been exercised. The United States. 
years ago were Very anxious to obtain 
a fort at the entrance toa harbor in ¢ 
and they were charged as they supposed a yor 
extravagant price, some one hundred or two | 
dred thousand dollars for what in point of 
as they supposed, was worth only some fiftee) 
twenty thousand dollars, and they proceeded 
condemn it. Whether the proceedings wer 
summated or not, that is to say whether the [ 
ted States got title under the proceedings 
Il am not so certain. 

Mr. COLLA MER. The proceedings wey l 
a State court under a State law. : 

Mr. JOHNSON. Iknow that; butby thet 


of eminentdomain incidental to a Governns 
the United States, and every other Gove: 
that can be imagined, as faras relates to its | 


Ww 
where these powers may be beneficially exe: 
by exerting the right of eminent domain 
of the amendments to the Constitution ne 
implies that in the judgment of the px 

| United States, by whom it was adopted, 
framers of those amendments, the right did exist 


The fifth amendment to the Constitution, 
as we know, soon after the Constitution itself w 
adopted, provides: 

“ Nor shall private property Le taken for pu Ise W 
out just compensation.’ 

It assumes necessarily that private 
may be taken for public use, and ¢ 
which I| have just read was intended t 
it was supposed might be the unjust cons 
of the exertion of that power; and so itd 
take from the Government the power to: 
priate private property to public use, | 
the right to acquire by directing that it 
only be done on the payment of just con 
tion. Jus: compensation, therefore, bi 
vided for, the right exists to apply privat 


erty to public use; and this provision in the | 


stitution of the United States, as it now 
always been held, and properly held, to b« 
cable exclusively to the Governmentof tlie | 
States. It is a limitation of the power of C 
gress. Ithas nothing to do with the constitutions 
of the several States. That being the case, 
to me to be very clear that according to | 
meaning of the Constitution there Is a to 
take privaie property for public use, su 
restriction that compensation Is to be mad 

But there is another objection. The ' 
eminent domain is an ulterior right, 
never be exercised, and is never exercised by any 
Government except for the purpose ¢ f t 
title. If you fail to get it by contract 
party who owns it Is unwilling to giv 
any reasonable terms, or because there 1s! 
son to be found with whom the agreemen! 
made, you get it by exercising the right of 
nent domain. Where you get it by the es 
of the right of eminent demain, and the G 
ment that exercises it has jurisdiction coex! 
with the territory, and exclusive jurisd ' 
nothing more is necessary to be done than to 
the title, jurisdiction existing antecedent; 0 
is not the case with the Government of the | 
States. The jurisdiction over all the terri! 
limits within the several States is in the gov 
ment of the States . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor 
The Chair is obliged to appeal to the Senate! 
suspend his remarks fora moment. 3° 
the Senate is imperative, and makes it incumb"” 
on the Chair, the morning hour having exp''™ 
to call up the special order of the day. 


Mr. HOWARD. We can get through wi 





ru 














a 
r of no Ove be With astonishment upon the outstretched extent i 
for a moment. Mr. I IU MBU LL. Then I must insist on th and ¢ xhau tle resources of this Republic of the : 
; I ., PRESIDING OFFICER. By common |) special order, Phis bill was only continue d after sak > orld, young in years but already rooted A 
—— cent the special order will lie for the time |) one o’elock by unanimous consent. Tt isnot with 2 en it Pt rt in history 2? In proportion ‘ 
eas that the further consideration of the bill) & desire to rer eee with the remarks of the Sen- || as he considered and understood all those things ® 
as ity fore the Senate may be continued; and no || ator from Wisconsin at all, but beeause I consider among Us W hich enter into and constitute the na- 5 
W ation being made, the Senator from Maryland | it my oes having charge of the other subject, tional lift » his astonishment would increase, for 
sUtut a coed with his remarks. dp is the special order, to insist that it shall || he ee aes : a9 ay: propia: pow rful be- 
Witt} = . s P = ve taken un. yond precedent, without a king or a noble, b 
. Mr. a < eer The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- || with the schoolmaster instead. And yet th “ 
oe apron eat Senabapettoesigy et jurisdiction over | ator fi om Wisconsin yield the floor for that || tonishment which he conf “re an ee eee atone 
He Taint te as far as those landsare within the gov- |, Motion? : appeared before him, would swell into marvel as 
Go the lands, as™ . a ‘urisdiction in the Mr. HOWE. Yes, sir. he learned that in this Republic, which had at 
rf erpment of the State - - at ) t om a The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the spe- || r* sted his admiration, where there was neither 
tucky State; a dalthough AM eee eae wears '| cial order of the day is before the Senate, upon || king nor noble, but the schoolmaster instead, there 
= : ae the State in the United States, yetit w hich the ——- ee tts [Mr. Sum- | ve Se ee ee eee , 
sai i necessary OF advisable in acase of this deserip- NER] is entitled to the floor. ot ; — or a * , — last 47 . y 
os , at least, that if title is to be obtained in that || TRANSFERS FROM THE ARMY TO THE Navy, || Proper yin nln, Cir ven oy ie aaa te Rena 
1 a very way, it should be followed by also having united Mr. HALE. lIask the unanimous consent of edee and the sacred right of family; so that the 
wo hun. with the title ¢ xclusive jurisdiction. Jt 18 more the Senate to take up for consideration Senate bill relation of husband and wife was impossible and 
of f particularly Mt cessary if the property is to be ap- No. 218. |} no parent could claim his own child; while all 
fifteen propriated to public =. it ought not to be The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- ||} were condemned to brutish ienorance. Startled 
led subject to the jurisdiction of the States. It seems ator from Massachusetts yield the floor for that || by what he beheld, the stranger would naturall 
ty me, therefore, it would be very desirable, or, | ee , | ae eet rer gc ee art y 
yere cor t yl “6a : Die Rah, ge eset ail purpose : inquire by what authority, under what sanction, 
eta +» gtate it differently, most desirable, before pro- . - , ae ny ~7 ie 7 
the U to stale } -unv this site for that purpose’ by | Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; I have his permission || and through what terms of law or Constitution, 
ny wee —_— ‘he ache siaeiei sep oe lid to make the motion. It is the bill which was re- || this fearful inconsistency, so shocking to human 
ercising the rig ' ; SE a Y. * ik Mies av || nature itself, ¢ id to be uphel 7 
rena J pension oft bil mt Kaho be preceded | feed othe Commitee on Noval Aus the day ota ta comune bruni Bt 
by an agreement on the part of eeclanpremenpreete |X * a .. | t yy omm thee . rt a itt am when he was pointed to the Constitution of the 
the | pois that she would cede jurisdiction over it to |) JO! oe shina TALON I Np nt tgenyctis, wiakaae yc Shank teat “oc tas fend oeanton 2 - n of 
Inited States. yesterday morning with an amendment, whi h nited States, as the final guardian and conserva 
he rig Unitec ; | grants substantially all that is asked. It is said |} tor of this peculiar and many-headed wickedness 
ie Mr. HOW ARD. Ido not apprehend that any ii to be of pressing importance to the Government **And is it true,’’ the stranger would excl tim, 
fer t | iculty will grow out of the objection which the | that it should be passed at once; and I therefore || *‘ that, in laying the foundations of this Republic, 
pow Senator from Maryland has presented against the || ask the Senate to take it up now and pass it. dedicated to human rights, all these wrones have 
Xercis Itisa well-known fact thatin the new States | Mr. TRUMBULL. Will it lead to debate? been positively established??? He would ask to 
y but there are immense tracts of land the title of which Mr. HALE. I do not think it will. see that Constitution and to know the fatal words 
now is in the United States, lying within the || Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifa vote can be taken on || by which the sacrifice was commanded. ‘The 
limits of the States. I here is no doubt that the || the proposition of the Senator from New Hamp- || trembling with which he began its perusal would 
jurisdiction of the new States for the punishment || dies ecthent debate, as it is a matter of import- || be succeeded by joy as he finished it; for he 
lid exist. crimes, the enforcement of contracts, and for ance, I shall not object. would find nothing in that golden text, nota single 
lopted all the purposes of State government, extends over be unanimous consent the Senate, as in Com- || sentence, phrase, or word, even, to serve as origin, 
tself was the lands thus belonging to the United States. It mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the || authority, or apology for the outrage. And then 
is hardly conceivable how a collision could arise | bill (S. No. 218) to repeala jointresolution therein || his astonishment, already knowing no bounds, 
Ise W etween the authority of the State and the author- named: which was reported by the Committee on || would break forthanew sas heextlaimed,*Shaim 
ity of the United States upon those lands. I do Naval Affaire with a amendment, after the word || ful and irrational as is slavery, it is not more 
prot not see, | confess, any reason for supposing that || ¢, that,’? in line three, to insert the words * the || shameful or irrational than that un upported tn 
' there will beany difficulty arising in reference to || Os iiecittats ai ies tek Win Gi eelll sneaks terpretation which undertakes to make your Co1 
n 8 this particular island which would not be likely Be it enacted, &c., That the first section of the joint res stitution the final guardian and conservator of 
qi to arise elsewhere in the State of Illinois upon the || olution entitled “A joint resolution relative tothe transfer this terrible and unpardonal le denial of human 
did no public lands. It may be conceded perhaps, for |) of persons in the military service to the naval service,” richts.”? 
0 ¢ the sake of the argument, that the jurisdiction of 9 ee REEEE Abs F508, 28y ES HP SHNNS De Raveby, Sucha strangeras I have describy d,coming from 
ie tie Iilinois for political and civil purposes will ex- || TPeaied. | afar. with eves éh no lo ian had distorts 
§ tend over this island as it Seicuate, and that the || The amendment wee agreed to. ely i ate : treet ; oe ee 
mpens United States will be simply the owner of the The joint resolution was reported to the Senate had disturbed, would naturally see the Constitu- 
ing property for the uses and purposes of an arsenal, |) as amended, and the amendment-was concurred tion precisely ‘as itis in its actual text, and he 
ate It will not follow, however, that the government || 1n. The joint resolution was ordered to be en- | would interpret it im jte true seake, Mae tiny pre 
the ( of Illinois has any right whatever, and it would || grossed for a third reading, was read the third || possession Ae prejudice. Of course he would 
W i s have no right, to interfere with the operations of || ume, and passed. Es , know, whatall jurisprudence teaches and all rea- 
be the Federal authorities there in carrying on the || ~The VICE PRESIDENT subsequently said: son confirms that human rights cannot be taken 
ieU allairs of thisarsenal. Everything will go on just | The Chair desires to call the attention of the Senate away by ane indirection or by any vain imagin 
fC as harmoniously as if the United States had ex- || to a bill which was passed by the body this morn- || ine of something that was intended but was not 
8 isive jurisdiction over the island. | ing repealing the ae resolution named in it. said and, asa natural consequence that slavery 
Sir, lam not sure that it is possible under our || The bill as originally introduced was to repeal can diets es Xistit can atall- “only hy virtue of 
a Constitution to give to the United States an exclu- } the whole joint resolution, but as amend: d it re- a positive text. aad that what is true of slavery is 
rlit to sive political jurisdiction over this island, though | peals only the first section of that resolution, and lneen al 3 of all ite iheidenta* and tie entizhtaned 
I do not propose to spend any time in discussing | yet the title reads “A bill to repeal a joint reso- stranger would insist that, in all interpretation 
M the question. The old Constitution before it was | lution therein named.’’ It should read, **A bill || o¢ the Constitution, that cardinal principle must 
iided provided that Congress should have || to repea! the first section of a joint resolution || . ver for a moment be out of mind, but must be 
ds power | therein named,’ — a a | be so amended if ke ptever forward as ruide and master, that slave) y 
d y “To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- | there be no objection, Phe Chair hears none. cannot stand on inference, Nor can any upport of 
; met OVE SAGA oat, atseee ma onoseie Ss Maaeeray AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. slavery stand on inference. Thus informe d,and 
ut places hase > consen segislé . ] . 
A ate in Ltrstes as chat ae Wrens cotenee ot The PRESIDING OFFIC ER, (Mr. Foor.) in the light of a pervasive principle, 
it u lorts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful || The special order of the day, whichis the joint res- «* How far that little candle throws his beams!” 
IS} buildings.”? olution (S. No. 16) proposing amendme nts tothe || he would peruse the Constitution from beginning 
nt ca I do not know that under that clause Illinois || Constitution of the United States, is now before || to end, from its opening preamble to its fina! 
it might not concede exclusive jurisdiction; but I || the Senate, and the question is on concurring in || amendment, and then the joyful opinion would 
. 0 not deem it necessary that she should do so. || the amendment made as in Committee of the | be given. ; 
u There will be perfect harmony there betweenthe || Whole. That amendment is in the form-of a There are three things which he would observe: 
_—_ State authorities and the Federal authorities. All || substitute for the original resolution, and is open || first and foremost, that the dismal words “ slave”’ 
isdict that the Government wants of this island is the |! to amendment before the question of concurrtnce || and *‘slavery’’ do not appear in the Constituti : 
oe use of it for the purposes of an arsenal, and for || is taken. After the Senate shall have concurred, || so that if the unnatural pretension of property in 
vi cae purposes undoubtedly the laws of [linois || if they do concur, in that amendment, the text of || man lurk anywhere in SeooeTa it Z und ra 
a + Feet premettion for the United States. | the joint resolution, the amendment itself being || feigned name or a alias, whic L Of tar f my ‘ oy 
. meaiate se bn ' RESIDING OFFICER. The question || in the form of a substitute, will not be open to | of suspicion, while an imperative rule rend gre 
. 5 ‘son ordering the amendment to be engrossed, || amendment. Amendments then can only be of- || recognition impossible. Next, he would con: ider 
Rect oe to be read a third time. || fered in the form of provisos oo eres Bec: | the preamble, which - maa etree wee 
saat ar. Tomer President } tions to the Seas cae The Chair ee it ae penta tt tet ahpadad ah Se 
oer f ae 1 MESA LE. I rise toa question of or- || proper to ma e eticeal taieaction in a ce » || can be year ty Ich Fale . . ae ry. The 
cum te the —— insist upon going on with the order | that no misapprehension may be entertained. tion to ra — ‘ane close Leslbvens ybg Ot Av 
cocmiiel, ‘ ay if this bill is to lead to discussion, as Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, if an angel || object of the Jonstitution is anne Se ae 
i Presume it will. The Senator from Wisconsin || from the skies or a stranger from another planet || order to forma more perfect union, establish jus 
ih with *signs discussing it, I believe. || were permitted to visit this earth, and to examine || tice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the 


na very few moments, and I hope that 
fthe day may be passed over Intorm- 
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rs of liberly to ourselves 


;’ all of which, in every par- 
, 18 absolutely inconsistent with slavery. 
And thirdly, he would observe those time-hon- 
ored, most efficacious, chain-breaking words in 
tii Amendment 


r posterity 
ticulal 


law.’’ Scorning all false interpretations and 
losses Which may have been fastened upon thie 
Constitution as a support of slavery, and with 
these three things before him, he would naturally 
declare that there was nothing in the original text 
on W this hideous wrong could be founded 
anywhere within the sphere of its operation. 
With astonishment he would ask again by what 
tral delusion or hallucination the reason had 


censo farovercome as to recognize slave ry in the 
Constitution, when plainly itis not there, and can- 
not be there? ‘The answer is humiliating, but itis 
People naturally find in texts of Scripture the 
support of their own religious opinions or preju- 
dices; and, in the same way, they naturally find 
texts of the Constitution the support of their 
own political opinions or prejudices. And this 
may not be in either case because Scripture or 
Constitution, when truly interpreted, supports 
these opinions or prejudices; but because people 
are apt to find in texts simply a reflection of them- 
elves. Most clearly and indubitably, whoever 
indus any support of slavery in the Constitution 
of the United States has first found such support 
in himself; not that he will hesitate, perhaps, to 
condemn slavery in words of approve d gentle ness, 
but because from unhappy education or more un- 
happy insensibility to this wrong he has already 
conceded to it a certain traditional foothold of im- 
munity, which he straightway transfers from him- 
self to the In dealing with this 
subject, it has not been the Constitution, so much 
ns human nature itself, which has been at fault. 
Let the people change, and the Constitution will 
for the Constitution is but the 
shadow, while the people are the substance. 
But under the influences of the present struggle 


Constitution. 


change also; 


for national life,and in obedience to its inccssant 
exig »the people have already changed, and 
in nothing somuch asslavery. Old opinions and 
prejudices have dissolved, and that traditional 


foothold which sl very once possessed has been 
gradually weakened unul now it scarcely exists. 
Naturally this change must sooner or later show 
itselfin the interpretation of the Constitution. But 
it isalready visible even there, in the concession of 

»wers over slavery which were formerly denied. 
he time, then, has come when the Constitution, 
which has been so long interpreted for slavery, 
may be interpreted for freedom. This is one stage 
of triumph. Universalemancipation, which is at 
hand,can be won only by complete cmancipation 
of the Constitution itself, which has been de- 
graded to wear chains so long that its real character 
is scarcely known. 

Sometimes the concession is made on the ground 


** No person shall be deprived of 
liberty, or property, without due process of 


of military necessity. ‘The capacious war powers | 


in their legitimate exercise siavery may be de- 
stroyed. ‘There is much in this concession: more 
even than is imagined vy many from whom it 
proceeds, itis war, say they, which puts these 
bowers (i mouon; but they forget that wherever 
slavery exists there is perpetual war—that slavery 
itself isa state of war between two races, where oue 
is for the moment victor—pictured accurately by 
Jefferson when he described it as ** permitting one 
half of the citizens to trample on the rights of the 
other, transforming those into enemies, and these 
into despots.”” Therefore, wherever slavery ex- 
ists, even in seeming peace, the war power may be 
invoked to put an end to a condition which is in- 
ternecine, and to overthrow pretensions which are 
hostile teevery attribute of the Almighty. 

But it is not on military necessity alone that the 
concession is made. ‘There are many who, as 
they read the Constitution now, see its powers 
over slavery more clearly than before. The old 
superstition is abandoned; and they join with 
Patrick Henry when, in the Virginia convention, 
he declared that the power of manumission was 
given to Congress. He did not hesitate to argue 
against the adoption of the Constitution because it 
grve this power. And shall we be less perspica- 
cious for freedom than this Virginia statesman 


of the Constitution are invoked, and itis said that 


a ees 
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| instinctive sentiment when he makes Henry V, 


| be at a loss to designate some of the distinctive H 


| has left a record, first published to the Senate by 


_———-ee- © F «* 


was for slavery? Discerning this power he 
fessed his dismay; but let us confess our joy. 

We have already seen that slavery can find no 
support in the Constitution. Glance now at the 
positive provisions by which it is brought com- 
pletely under the control of Congress. 

1. First among the powers of Congress, and as- 
sociated with the power to lay and collect taxes, is 
that ** to provide for the common defense and gen- 
eral welfare.’’ It has been questioned whether this | 
is a substantive power, or simply incident to that 
with which itisassociated. Butitseems difficult, 
if not absurd, to insist that Congress should not 
have this substantive power. Shallit not provide 
for the common defense? Shall it not provide for 
the general welfare? If it cannot do these things 
it had better abdicate. In the discussions on the 
Constitution in the Virginia convention, Mr. 
George Mason, one of its most decided opponents, 
said, ** That Congress should have power to pro- 
vide for the general welfare of the Union, I grant.’’ 
(2 Eliot’s Debates, 327.) But the language of Pat- 
rick Henry, to which allusion has been already 


con- 


made, was still more explicit. He foresaw that | 
this power would be naturally directed against sla- | 
very, and he said: | 

‘* Slavery is detested. We feel its fatal effects. We de- | 
plore it with allthe pity of humanity. Let all these consid- | 
erations, at some future period, press with full force on the | 
minds of Congress. Let that urbanity which, [ trust, will | 
distinguish Americans, and the necessity of national de- | 


fense—let all these things operate on their minds; they 
will search that paper [the Constitution] and see if they 
have the power of manumission. And have they not, sir? | 
Have they not the power to provide for the general defense | 
and welfare? May they not think that they call tor the 
abolition of slavery? May they not pronounce all slaves 
free? And will they not be warranted by that power? This 
is no ambiguous implication or logical deduction. The 
paper speaks to the point. They have the power in clear and 
unequivocal terms, and will clearly and certainly exercise | 
it.”°—Eliot’s Debates, vol. 3, p. 590. 1 
Language could not be more positive. To all | 
whoask forthe power of Congress over slavery, 1} 
here is a sufficient answer; and remember that 
this is not my speech, but the speech of Patrick 
Henry, who says that the Constutution ** speaks 
to the point.”’ | 
2, Next comes the clause, ‘* Congress shall 
have power to declare war; to raise and support 
armies; to provide and maintain a navy.’ A 
power like this is from its very nature unlimited. 
In raising and supporting an army, in provid- 
ing and maintaining a navy, Congress is not re- 
strained to any particular class orcolor. It may 
call upon all and authorize that contract which the 
Government makes with an enlisted soldier. But 
such a contract would be in itself an act of manu- 
mission; foraslavecannotmakeacontract. And 
if the contract be followed by actual service, who | 
ean deny its completest efficacy in enfranclising | 
the soldier-slave and his whole family? Shak- 
speare, immortal teacher, gives expression to an | 


on the eve of the battle of Agincourt, encourage 
his men by promising, 
“ For he to-day that sheds his blood with me, 
Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile, 
This day shall gentle his condition,”’ 

3. There is still another clause: ** The United 
States shall euaranty to every State in this Urion 
& republican form of government.”? ‘There again 
is a plain duty. 

: 2 


But the Guee'!3n recurs, what is 
a republican torm of government? ‘John Adams, 
in the correspondence of his old age, says: || 
“The cusfomary meanings of the words republic and com- 
monwealth have been infinite. ‘They have been applied to 
every Government under ieaven; that of Turkey and that 
of Spain, as well as that of Athens and of Rome, of Geneva 
and San Marino.’’—John Adams’s Works, vol. 10, p. 378. 
But the guarantee of a republican form of gov- 
ernment must have a meaning congenial with the 
purposes of the Constitution. If aGovernment 
like that of Turkey, or even like that of Venice, 
could come within the scope of this guarantee, it 
would be of little value. It would be words and 
nothing more. Evidently it must be construed 
so as to uphold the Constitution according to all 
the promises of its preamble, and Mr. Madison 





the distinguished Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
CoLLamer,] the chairman of the Committee on 
the Library, showing that this clause was origi- 
nally suggested in part by the fear of slavery. 
The record is important, disclosing the real in- 
tention of this guarantee. But no American need 
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| the Constitution, in harmony with 


| of life, liberty, or property without du 


| cannot be disowned by us without disow 
| very muniments of our liberties; and it js | 
© 1S Liege 


to say that this result was not anticipated I 


= . ~~ 


April 8 
elements of a republic according to : 
American institutions. These will ly found.¢ 

in the Declaration of Independence, by whl 2 
is solemnly announced “ thatall menare, Rae 
by their Creator with certain unalienable sone E 
that among these are life, liberty, and the prea: 
of happiness.”” And they will be fou 
ondly, in that other guarantee and I 


Pursuit 
4 d, see. 
rohibiti n of 
the Declara. 


i 4 ne > re 66 - she 
tion of Independence; ** no person shall be deprived 


- y € process of 
law.’’ Such are some of the essential elemen:, 


of a “‘ republican form of government,” whieh 
ning the 
which the United States are bound to guaranty 
Sut all these make slavery impossible. — [t js i, 


would be, then, only another illustration that our 
fathers ** builded Wiser than they knew.” : 

4. But, independent of the clause of ruarantee 
there is the clause just quoted, which in itself rh 
a source of power: ‘no person shall be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property without due Process of 
law.’ ‘This was a part of the amendments to the 
Constitution proposed by the First Congress, yy. 
der the popular demand fora Billof Rights. Briog 


Our 


as it is, itis in itself alone a whole Billof R chts 

Liberty can be lostonly by ** due process of jaw.” 
é = - ’ 

words borrowed from the old liberty-loving com. 


mon law, illustrated by our master in law, L; rd 
Coke, but best explained by the late Mr. Justic, 
Bronson, of New York, in a judicial opinion where 
he says: 

““The meaning of the section then seems to be, that no 
member of the State shail be disfranchised or deprived 


of his rights or privileges wuless the matter sliall be adjudged 
against him upon trial had according to the course of ¢ 


mon law. The words ‘due process of law’ in this p! ss 
cannot mean less than a prosecution or suit instituted and 
conducted according to the prescribed forms and solemn) 
ties for ascertaining guilt or determining the title to prop- 


erty.”—4 Hill’s Reports, 146. 


Such is the protection which is thrown by the 
Constitution over every ‘‘person,’’ without dis- 
tinction of race or color, class orcondition. Ther 
can be no doubt about the universality of this 
protection. All, without exception, come wit 
itsscope. Its natural meaning is plain; but ther 
is an incident of history which makes it plainer 
sull, excluding all possibility of misconception. 
A clause of this character was originally recom- 
mended as an amendment by two slave States, 


| North Carolinaand Virginia, but it was restrained 


by them to freemen, thus: ** No freeman ought to 
be deprived of his life, liberty, or property but by 
the law of the land.”? But when the recommend: 
ation came before Congress the word “ person” 
was substituted for “‘freeman,’’ and the more 
searching phrase ‘* duc process of law’’ was sub- 
stituted for ‘the law of the land.’’ In making 
this change, rejecting the recommendation of two 
slave States, the authors of this amendment re- 
vealed their purpose, that no person wearing th 
human form should be deprived of liberty with- 
out due process of law; and the proposition was 
adopted by the votes of Congress and then of the 
States as a part of the Constitution. Clear'y on 
its face it is an express guarantee of persoual 10- 
erty and an express prohibition against its inva- 


|| sion anywhere. 


In the face of this guarantee and prohibition 
for it is both—how can any * person’”’ be held 
as a slave? But it is sometimes said that this 
provision must be restrained to places within the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the national Government. 


| Letme say frankly that such formerly was my own 


impression, often avowed in this Chamber; but I 
never doubted its complete efficacy to render slave- 


. . . ) © ttn 
| ry unconsitutional in all such places, so tat no 


person’’ could be held ag a slave at the national 
capital or in any national territory. (Constilt: 
tionally slavery has always been an outlaw W here 
ever that provision of the Constitution was ai” 
plicable. Nobody doubted that it was bineits 
on the national courts, and yet it was left unexe 
cuted—a dead letter, killed by the predomivan 
influence of slavery, until at last Congress was 
obliged by legislative act to do what the cour 
had failed to do, and to put an end to slavery 1" 
the national capital and national territories. a 
But there are no words in this guarantee 86° 
prohibition by which oar are restrained to wed 
exclusive jurisdiction. They are broad and g 
eral as the Constitution itself; and since they are 
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wort of human rights they cannot be re- 
| by any interpretation, here is no lim- 
, them, and nobody now can supply any 
mitation, without encountering the venera- 
maxim of law, Jmptus ac crudelis qui libertati | 
“ «“ [mpious and cruel is he who does not | 
--liberty.”? Long enough courts and Congress 
. merited this condemnation. The time has 
when they should merit it no longer. The 
ae n should become a living letter under 
pt dominantinfluence of freedom. Itisthis con- 
-» which has brought petitioners to Congress, 
she present session, asking that the Con- 
. To shall be simply executed against slavery 
‘pot altered. Ah! sir, it would be aglad sight | 
-oo that Constitution, which we have all sworn | 
ort, interpreted generously, nobly, glori- 
ly for freedom, sO that everywhere within its 
ee the chains should drop from the slave. | 
If it be eaid that this was not anticipated at the | 
doption of the Constitution, | remind you of | 
‘he words of Patrick Henry at the time when he | 
id. «the paper speaks to the point.’” No doubt. | 
It does speak to the point. Cicero preferred to | 
orr with Plato rather than to think right with 
thor men. And pardon me if, on this occasion, 
my country is in peril from slavery, and 
when buman rights are to be rescued, I prefer to 
with Patrick Henry, the contemporary of the 


gon favel— 


iV 


tutto 


a tion W 








when 


| this time. 


take up the gauntlet entirely. 


Copstitution, rather than to think right with Sen- || 


; who hesitate against slavery. 

' Mr. President, thus stands the case. Thereis 
ing in the Constitution on which slavery can 

r find any the least support. Even on the | 

of that instrument it is an outlaw; butif we 

i further at its provisions we findat least four 
tsources of power, which, ifexecuted, must 

r slavery impossible, while the preamble 


kes them all vital for freedom: first, the power to |! all such tribute when emancipation could be had 
|| without it. 


e;secondly, the power to raise armiesand main- || other rule would be to impoverish the Treasury 


vide for the common defense and general wel- 


vies; thirdly, the power toguaranty toevery 
Siatearepublican form ofgovernment;and fourth- | 
power to secure liberty to every person re- 
ed without due process of law. Butall these 
visions are something more than powers; they 
wies also. And yet we are constantly and 
fully reminded in this Chamber that pending | 
sures against slavery are unconstitutional. | 
Sir, this is an immense mistake. Nothing against | 
lavery can be unconstitutional. It is only hesi- 
‘ation which is unconstitutional. 
And yet slavery still exists—in defiance of all | 
se requirements of the Constitution; nay, 
wore, in defiance of reason and justice, which can 


petual spoiler of human rights and disturber 
the public peace, degrading master as well as 
ve, corrupting society, weakening Govern- | 
it, impoverishing the very soil itself, and im- 
ring the natural resources of-the country. 
ich an outrage, so offensive in every respect, 

uly tothe Constitution, but also to the whole 
sem of order by which the universe is gov- 
ed, is plainly a national nuisance, which, for 
general welfare and in the name of justice, | 
cit to be abated. But at this moment, when 
i mensces the national life, it will not be enough | 
‘otreatslavery merely asa nuisance; for itis much 

re. ltisa public enemy and traitor wherever it | 
siows itself, to be subdued, in the discharge of sol- 


it guarantees of Government and of personal | 


nohte 


si 


Ry 


‘ndefeasible rights of self-defense. All now admit | 


oe ' . ° 
‘hat inthe rebel States itisa public enemy and trai- || 
|) mentary assembly it ought to break forth atevery 


(or,so thatthe rebellion may beseen inslavery,and 
‘avery may be seen inthe rebellion. But slavery 
‘roughout the country, everywhere within the 
hational limits, isa living wnit, one and indivisible— 
‘that even outside the rebel States it is the same 
/udlic enemy and traitor, lending succor to the 
rebellion, and holding out “blue lights’’ to en- 
“urage and direct its operations. But whether 
“garded as national nuisance or as public enemy 
ind traitor, it is obnoxious to the same judgment, 
tnd must be abolished. 

, nde abolishing slavery, any injury were done | 
tights of 0 interests of any human being or toany | 
eee kind, there might be something ‘ to 
>. US pause,’’ even against these irresistible re- 
No ;uents. But nothing of the kind can ensue. 
the = rx ay and no rights can suffer. It is 
win i eheity of such an act, as well outside 

Side the rebel States, that, while striking a | 


blow at the rebellion, and assuring future tran- 
quillity, so that the Republic shall no longer bea 
house divided against itself, it will add at once to 


the value of the whole fee simple wherever sla- | 
very exists, will secure individual rights, and will | 


advance civilization itself. 

There is another motive to abolish slavery at 
Embattled armies now stand face to 
face, on the one side fighting for slavery. The 
gauntletthathas been flung down we have yettaken 
uponlyinpart. In abolishing slavery entirely we 

Then can ey Be 
with confidence to the blessings of Almighty God 
upon our arms. So long as we sustain slavery, 
so long as we hesitate to strike at it, the heavy 


battalions of our armies will fail in power. Sir | 


Giles Overreach found his sword, as he attempted 
to draw it, ** glued with orphans’ tears.”’ 


} 


Let not 
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our soldiers find their swords ** glued’? with the | 


5 


tears of the slave. 

There is one question and only one which rises 
in our path; and this only because the national 
representatives have so long been-drugged and 
drenched with slavery, which they have taken in 
all forms, whether of dose or douche, that, like a 
long-suffering patient, they are not yet emanci- 
pated from its influence. I refer, of course, to 
the question of compensation under the shameful 
assumption that there can be property in man. 
Sir, there was a moment when I was willing to 
pay money largely, or at least to any reasonable 


| amount, for emancipation, but it was as ransom, 


|| dollar of it to the slave. 
never bedisobeyed with impunity—it exists, the || 


s,and in the exercise of unquestionable and || 


and neverascompensation. Thank God! thattime 
has now passed, never to return; and simply be- 


|| cause money is no longer needed for the purpose. 


Our fathers under Washington never paid the Al- 
gerines for the emancipation of our enslaved fel- 
low-cilizens, except as ransom, and they ceased 


Such must be our rule now. Any 


for nothing. The time has come for the old toc- 
sin to sound, ** Millions for defense, nota cent 
for tribute.’’ 
millions of strong arms also—to defend our coun- 
try againstslave-masters; but nota cent for tribute 
to slave-masters, 

jut if money is to be paid as compensation, 
clearly it cannot go to the master, who for gen- 


erations has robbed the slave of his toil and all || 


its fruits, so that, in justice, ht may be regarded 
now as the trustee of accumulated earnings with 
interest which he has never paid over. Any 
money paid as compensation must belong every 


another allowance for the denial of inestimable 
rights. The loss of wages may be estimated, 
but where is the tariff or price-current by which 


those other losses which have been the lot of every | 
| slave shail be determined ? 


impotent to assess the fearfulsum total. In pres- 


ence of this infinite responsibility the whole | 
question must be referred to that other tribunal | 
where master and slave will be equal, while in- | 


finite wisdom tempers justice with mercy. 


But the proposition of compensation is founded 


on the intolerable assumption of property in man, 
an idea which often intrudes into these debates, 
sometimes from its open vindicators and some- 
times from others who reluctantly recognize it, but 
allow it to influence their conduct which is thus 
‘* sicklied o’er’’ with slavery. Sir, parliamentary 
law must be observed; but if an outburst of in- 
dignant hisses were ever justifiable in a parlia- 


mention of this proposition, whatever form it may 


Ay, sir; millions of dollars—with | 


If the case were | 
audited in Heaven’s chancery, there must be 


Mortal arithmetic is || 


| take—whether of daring assumption, or the mild- | 


| est suggestion, or equivocation even. 
| toward God and insulting toward man, it is dis- 


owned alike by the conscience and the reason; 
nor is there any softness of phrase or argument by 
which its essential wickedness can be disguised. 
The fool hath said in his heart that there is no 
God; but it is kindred folly to say that there is 
noman. The first is atheism, and the second is 
like unto the first. 

Foremost of all persons in history who have 
vindicated human liberty, and associated their 
names with it forevermore, stands John Milton, 
the secretary of Oliver Cromwell and the author 
of Paradise Lost. Cradled under a lawless roy- 
alty, he helped to found and support the English 
Commonwealth, while in all that he wrote he 
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pleaded for human rights, now in defense of the 

| English people, who had beheaded their king, and 

| how In immortal poems which show how wise ly 
and well he loved the éause which he had made 
hisown. Nowhere has this assumption of prop- 
erty in man been encountered more completely 
than in the conversation between the archangel 
and Adam, after the former had pictured a hunter 
whose game was ‘men, not beasts:” 


* © execrable son! so to aspire 
| Above his brethren, to himself assuming 
Authority usurped, from God not given ! 
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl, 
| Dominion absolute; that right we hold 
By His donation; but man over men 
Ile made not lord, such tite to Himself 
Reserving, human left (rom human free.’ 
Paradise Lost, Book Twelve—64-73. 


Butevery asserter of property in man puts him- 
self in the very place of this hunter of **men, not 
beasts,’? who is described as *‘execrable son so 
to aspire.’’ 


The language is strong; but not too 
**Execrable’’ is the assumption; ** ex- 
ecrable’’? wherever made; * execrable”’ in all its 
| forms; *fexecrable’’ in all its conse quences; ¢s- 
| pecially ‘fexecrable”’ as an apology for hesita- 
tion against slavery. The assumption, where 
ever it shows itself, must, like Satan himself, in 
whom it has its origin, be beaten down under our 
feet. 
| Again, we are brought by learned Senators to 
the Constitution, which requires that there shall 
be **just compensation’? where “ private prop- 
erty”’ is taken for publicuse. But plainly on the 
present occasion the requirement of the Consti- 
tution is absolutely inapplicable, for there is no 
** private property’’ to take. Slavery is but a 
bundle of barbarous pretensions, from which cer- 
tain persons are to be released. At what price 
shall these pretensions be estimated? How much 
| shall be paid for the controlling pretension of 
property in man? How much shall be allowed 
for that other pretension to shut the gates of 
knowledge,and keep the victim from the book of 
life? How much shall be expended to redeem 
the pretension to rob a human being of all the 
fruits of his toil?) And, sir, what ** just compen- 
| sation’’ shall be voted for the renunciation of that 
|| Heaven-defying pretension, too disgusting to pie- 
| ture in its details, which despoils the slave of 
| 
| 
| 


strong. 





wife and. child, and hands them over to lust or 
avarice? Let these pretensions be renounced, and 
| slavery ceases to exist; but there can be no ** just 
compensation’’ for any such renunciation. ‘Ihe 
human heart, reason, religion, the Constitution 
itself, rise in judgment against it. As. well vote 
‘*just compensation” to the hardened offender 
who renounces his disobedience to the Ten Com- 
mandments and promises that he will cease to 
steal, that he will cease to commit adultery, and 
that he will cease to covet his neighbor’s wite. 
Ay, sir, there is nothing in the Constitution to 
| sanction any such outrage. Such an appropria- 
tion would be unconstitutional. 

Putting aside, then, all objections that have been 
interposed, whether proceeding from open oppo- 
sition or from lukewarm support, the great ques- 
tion recurs, that question which dominates this 
whole debate, Pow shall slavery be overthrown ? 
The answer js threefold: first, by the courts, de- 
claring aud applying the true principles of the 
Constitution; secondly, by Congress, in the exe 
ercise of the powers which belong to it; and, 
thirdly, by the people, through an amendment to 
the Constitution. Courts, Congre 88, people, all 
may be invoked, and the occasion will justify 
the appeal. 

1. Let the appeal be made to the courts. But 
alas! one of the saddest chapters in our history 
has been the conduct of judges, who have lent 
themselves to the supportof slavery. Injunctions 
of the Constitution, guarantees of personal lib- 
erty, and prohibitions against its invasion, have 
all been forgotten. Courts which should have 
been asylums of liberty have been changed into 
barracoons, and the Supreme Court of the United 

| States, by a final decision of surpassing infamy, 
became the greatest barracoonof all. It has been 
part of the calamity of the times, that, under the 
influence of slavery, justice, like Astrea of o!d, 
had fled. But now at Jast, in a regenerated Re- 
public, with the power of slavery waning, a! I thie 
people rising in judgment against it, Jet us hope 
that the judgments of courts may be reconsidered, 

|, and that the powers cf the Constitution In behalf 
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of | rity may be fully exercised, so that the 

| ed condition sh fulfilled whe: 

4 tirau ili fail, 

Returning ju e lift aloft her seale 
Sir, no court can afford to do an act of wrong 
Its business is justice;and when under any apol 
ogy it cease » do justice, it loses those tUtles to 
reverence which otherwise are so willingly - 
stowed There are instances of great magistrat 
who have open y declared their disobed e to 
Dali iia sad setae tin i rit and reason,’’ l 
say A uns. Common i i rit i nh, i 
their names are mentioned with gratitude in the 
history of jurisprudence. ‘There are other in- 
{ } ; 1th . j 
stan if ment ine the patal eand the word, 
whose name have been ithered into a volume, 
ns ** atroecio udges.’’ Ifour judges, who have 
cruelly interpreted the Constitution tn favor of sla- 
very,dol ny into the latter « lass, the y clearly 
can ciaim no lace among those othe rs who have 
tood for just e, like the rock on waten the sea 
breaks in idle spray. Doubtless the model decis 
ion of the Ameri Ce 1 be ne h, destined to be quot ] 
hereafter with thee most honor, because the bold- 
est in its conformity with the great principles of 

= i ¢ y 

humanity and social order, was that of the Ver- 


mont judge, who refused to surrender a fugitive 


slave until his pretended master should show a litle- 
deed from the Almighty. 

But the courts have nolonger any occasion for 
such boldness. They need not step outside the 
Constitution. It is only needed that the y should 


Let 


follow j! 





st principles in its interpretation. 





them be euided bya teacher like Edmund Burke, 
who spoke as follows: 

Men cannot covenant themselves out of their rights and 

th f por by any other means can arbitrary power 
be conveyed to any man Those who give t others such 
rights, per t acts that are void as they are given.” * 
“ « «Those who give and those who receive arbitrary 
power are alike criminal, and there is noman but is bound 
to resist it to the best of his power, wherever it shall show 
its face in the world Itis a crime to bear it where it can 
be rationally shaken off.?’—Speech on Impeachment of War- 
ren ilastings. 


Or let them be 


euided by that: other tea 
Lord Cha 


t cher, 
tham, when he said: 


** With respect to the decisions of the courts of justice I 
am tar trom denying their due weight and authority; yet 
placing Lbem ih lie most respec table view, | will consider 
them, not as law, butas an evidence of the law; and be 
fore they can arrive even at that degree of authority, it 
must appear thatthey are founded in, and confirmed by, 
rea nm; that ur supported by precedents, taken from 
good and moderate times; that they do not contradict any 
positive law; that they are submitted to without reluctance 
by the people; that they are unquestioned by the legisla 
ture, (which is equiv nt toa tacit confirmation;) and 
what in my judgment is tr the most important, that they 

nol violate the spirit of the constitution.’ Speech of 
Lord Chatham in 1770, with regard to the proceeding onthe 


If courts were thus inspired, it is easy to see 
that slavery would disappear under their righteous 
judgm« nts. 

2. Bat unhappily the courts will not perform 
the duty of the hour, and we must look elsewhere. 
An appeal must ‘s made to C ongress; and | iere, 
as has been fully developed, the powers are ample, 
in their int rpretation you surrender in ad- 
to slavery. By a single brief statute, Con- 

lay sweep Slavery out of existence. Pat- 
rick Hi nry saw that in the maintenance of * the 
reneral welfare’? and under the influence of a 
e dctestation of slavery this could be done, 


rrowl 
even without resort to those capacious war pow- 


' 
’ 
| 
unless 
vance 


rress 


ers which proclaim trumpet-tongued that it can 
be done. 

Of course we encounter here again the * exe- 
erable’? pretension of property in man, and the 
claim of ** just compensation’’ for the renunciation 


of Heaven-defying wrongs. 


is NO more applicable 


But this pretension 
to abolition by act of Con- 
by an amendment of the 
the pretension of ‘* just 


rress than to abolition 


onstitution; so that if 
compensation”’ can be dis 
be in the othe 
been taken in the 
testify that it 


crable”’ 


carded in onec ase it can 
But the votes that have alre ady 
Senate on the latter proposition 
is discarded. Sir, let the * exe- 
pretension never again be named, except 
for condemnation, no matter how or when it ap- 
pears or what the form it may take. 

But even if Congress be not prepared for that 
gle decisive measure which shall promptly put 
an end to this whole question and strike slavery 
to death, there are other measures by which this 
end may be hastened. The towering U pas may 
be girdled, even ifit may not be felled at once to the 
earth. 
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The fugitive slave bill, conceived in iniquity 
North as a badge 
vealed. 

ve trad: may 
all support in the book. 


The traffic in human beings, as an article of 


of sub- 


and imposed upon the 


| 
be deprived 


statute 


‘commerce among States,’’ may be extirpated. 
And, above all, that odious rule of evidence, so 


justice and discreditable to the coun- 


try, excluding the testimony of colored persons 
in national courts, m ly be ab lished. 

Let these things be done. In themselves they 
will be much. But they will be more as the as- 
surance of the overthrow sure to follow. 


3. But all 


ple mustb 


nough, The 


»whole work. 


will not be ¢ 
e summoned to confirm the 
It is for them to put the cap-stone upon the sub- 
lime An amendment of the Constitu- 
tion may do what courts and Congress decline to 
do, or, even shoul | they act, If may cover their 
with its panoply. Such an amendment in 
any event will give com} s and permanence 
to emancipation, and bring the Constitution into 
avowed harmony with the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. HLlappy day, long wished for, destined 
to gladden those beatified spirits who have labored 
put died without the sight. 

And yet let us not indiscreetly take counsel 
of our hopes. From the nature of the case such 
an amendment cannot be consummated at once. 
Time must with 
s Conert ss only 


these peo- 


Structur 


action 


yetenes 


on earth to this end, 


intervene, opportunities of op- 
! It can pas j bya vote of 
two thirds of both branches. And when has 
passe d both branches of Congress it must be 
adopted by the Legislatures of three quarters of 
Even under the most favorable cir- 
when it can 


cumstances it is 

become a part of the Too tardily, 
I fear, for all the good thatissought. Therefore 
I am not content with this measure alone. It 
postpones till to-morrow what ought to be done 
to-day; and I much fear that it may be made an 
a ology for indifference 


position, 


the States. 
impossible to say 


Constitution. 


to other measures. 


** To-morrow, and to-morrow, a 
Creeps in this petty pace ft 
To the last syHable of recorded ume; 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death.” 


nd to-morrow, 
miday to day, 


For myself let me confess that, in presence of 
the mighty events of the day, | feel how insig- 
nificant is any individual, whether citizen or Sen- 
ator; and yet, humbl y longing to do my part, I 
cannot consent to ae off till to-morrow what 
ought to be done to-day. Beyond my general 
desire to see an actof universal emancipation that 
shallat once and forever settle this great question, 
so that it may no longer be the oceasion of strife 
between us, there are two other ideas which are 
ever present to my mind as a practical legislator: 
first, to strike at slavery wherever I can hit it; 
and secondly, to clean the statute-book of all ex- 
isting su} ports of slavery , so that it may find 
nothing there to which it may cling for life. To 
do less than this at the present moment, when 
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was necessary 
birth, and thus a quire new life and 
all of which ensued when th: 
been driven back. The illustratio, 
fanciful, but there is wisdom in the 
now the time has come for its ; apy 


boas 


Gauls are upon us, not, however, from 


but domestic Gauls, and we, too, ma 
the occasion to secure for the Ren, 


\ 


birth, that it may acquire a new life ; 


tue. Happily, in our case the way j 
necessary to carry the Renu 


itis only 
to its baptismal vows, and the d 
of its origin. There is the 
pendence: let its solemn promises | 
There is the Constitution: 
to the promises of the. De claration, 
But the immediate question now 
the proposition to prohibit slave ry | 
tional amendment; and here I hope t 


- 
ciare 


Dec] iratl 


for a moment with regard to the for 
shouldtake. A new text of the Co 
not be 
spect, espec ially when itembodiesa ' 
free dom. Here for a moment we ar 


something of that duty which belong 


ditores imperii, placed foremost by 
among the actors in human affairs. 
magnitude of the task we may 
circumspection, and [| approach this 
question with suggestion rather tha 
Letme say frankly that I should | 


sanction ‘of the 
what was intended for the old Jeff 
nance, sacred in our history, altho 
add, they have not imitated it el 
must be pardons dif I venture to d 


committee, 


le tit speak 





April 


y that the republic might} 


new 


V 


is 


reder 


94 


efor 


itt 


considered too carefully even 


W 


Lord | 


r : 
I Hey have 


u 


diency of perpetuating in the Const 


guage which, if it have any signifi 
toimply that **slavery or involunt 
may be provided *‘ for the punishme 
There was a reason for that language 
first employed, but that reason no | 
If my desire s could pres rail, | wo e 
ordinance oa thin Ghaamind, bad Ss 

I know nothing better than thes 


All persons are equal before the law, so that 


hold another asa slave; and the Congress 
to make all laws necessary and proper to ¢ 


| tion into effect everywhere within the Uni 


|| authority. 


slavery is still menacing, would be an abandon- 


mentof duty. 

So long as a single slave 
beneath the flag of the 
to rest. 


continues anywhere 
tepublic I am unwilling 
Too well I know the vitality of slavery 
with its infinite capacity of propagation, and how 
little slaver y it takes to m ike a slave State with 
all the crue! pretensions of slavery. The down 
of a single thistle is full of all possible thistles, 
and a single fish is said to contain two hundred 
million of ova, so that the whole sea might be 
stocked from its womb. 

The founder of political science in modern 
times, writer as well as statesman, Machiavelli, 
in his most instructive work, the Discourses on 
Livy, has a chapter entitled, **To have long life 
in arepublic, it is necessary to draw it back ‘ofte n 
to its origin;’’ and in the chapter } 1e shows how 


the original virtue in which a republic was 
founded becomes so far corrupted, that, in the 
process of time, the heey politic must be de- 


stroyed; as in the case of the natural body, where, 
according to the doctors of medicine, there is 
something added daily which perpe tually requires 
cure, quod quotidie aggregatur aliquid, quod quan- 
doque indiget curatione. He teaches under this 
head that republics are brought back to their ori- 
gin,and the princip sles in which they were founded, 
by pressure without or prudence within, and he 
affirms that the destruction of Rome by the Gauls 


it 
| 


the jurisdiction thereof. 


The words in the latter part supersed 


tions as to thea 
States. 


applicability of the de 
But the distinctive words 1 


assert the equality of all persons bef 


The language may be new in our co 


1 this 


“e 


uniry, 


is already well known in history. And | 
| me show how it has grown to its pre 


We must repair for a 
France. 

The first constitution adopted by 
tember, 1791, in the throes of rev 


sent 


toni ' 


Fr nee. 


o;ut W 


preceded by a Declaration of Rights, which, ater 


setting forth that ‘* ignorance, 
contempt of the rights of man are t! 


of public evils and of the corruption 


‘ 


ments,’’? undertakes to announce 
rights of man, inalienable and sacre 
that this Declaration, constantly pr 
members 
tion recall their rights and duties; t 
the acts of the legislative power and 
executive power capable at each in 
compared with the object of every | 
tution, may be more respected; 


forget! 


s of the social system, may wit 


iG 


+) 


ad, to 
sent 
» the 


tnos 


sta! : 


0 


the 


the claims of citizens, founded on simp 


contestable principles, may turn a 


maintenance of the constitution, and the 
preams 


of all.’? After this too elaborate 
Declaration begins with the follow 
“Arr. | 
rights.’ 
Here is a generality of expressio 
that of our own Declaration of Inde} 
Next came the constitution of 


Men are born and continue tre 


ways | 
hat 


ig i 

nd ¢ 
e and ey 
n no 


ye nde 


June, 


which, after a preamble, sets forth a series 


ticles, beginning with three, as follows: 
Apr. 1 The object of society is the comme" 

ness. Government is instituted to guaranty to 0 

joyment of his natural and imprescriptible mgh&- 
2. These rights are equality, liberty, secu! ' 


3, All men are equal by nature and before ™¢ 


Here this declaration begins to sh 
This same constitution conclude 


ow itst 


s with wit 


196 








Dri] & 





nis 


ndenc 


une, Live 


eries 0) 
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tad a guarantee of rig wy in the foll owing 


~ The Constitution guaranties to all French 
. liberty, security, property, the public debt, 
ise of worship, common instruction, public 
indefinite liberty of the press, the right of 
rieht to assemble in public meetings, the en 
i the rights of men.”? 
the constitutional charter of June, 
“af vine the restoration of the Bourbons, 
Si4, . S . - 4 
s with the following article: 
‘ Frenchmen are equal before the law, whatever 
oe wise their title and ranks.”? 
follows: 
: Their individual liberty is equaily guarantied, 
yean be prose cuted or arrested, except in 
d for by the law, and in the form which it pre 


mc ie followed by another, as 


The ¢ ynstitutional charter of August, 1830, at 
‘uo inetaiiation of Louis Philippe as king, with 
La Fayette by bis side, contains the articles al- 


i ayoted from that of Louis XVIII, in the 


ready ; : 
me words, placing the declaration of equality 
before the law in the front. 
And this article has been adopted in the char- 


well-known expression of a commanding princi- 
f human nights. 
It will be felt at once that this expression, 


«‘ spuality before the law,’’ gives precision to that 
f human rights which Is enunciated in our 


D tionof Independence. ‘The sophistries of 
( in, founded on the obvious inequalities of 
y and mind, are all overthrown by this sim- 


statement, Which, though borrowed latterly 
France, is older than French history. The 
ident will find in the ancient Greek 

Herodotus asingle word which supplies the place 
, , when he tells usthat ** the rovern- 
many has the most beautiful name of 
sopouta,” Or equality before the law. (Book 3, p. 
40.) ‘The father of history was right. ‘The name 
witiful; but it is not a little singular 


of Belgium, Ltaly, Greece; so thatit is now a | 


it, in an age when equality before the law was | 


ically unknown, the Greek language, so re- 
for its flexibility and comprehensive- 
ied a single word, not to be found 

rn tongues, to express an idea which has 
been authoritatively recognized only in modern 
imes. Sucha word in our own language to ex- 


press that equality of rights which is claimed for | 


ankind might have superseded some of the 
criticism to which this Declaration has been ex- 


Enough has been said to explain the origin of 
the words wht h are now proposed. It will be 
for the Senate to determine if it will adopt them. 

Should the Senate notincline to this form, there 
is stillanother which | would suggest, as follows: 

Slavery shall notexistanywhere within the United States 
erthe jurisdiction thereof; and tie Congress shall have 

Wer to make all laws necessary and proper to carry this 
Promoiion into efiect. 

Phis is simple, and avoids all language which 
Ey pas Ti) Rl ee aS 
is open to question. The word ** slavery 
plicit, and describes 


but if the Senate is determined to adhere to the 

Jeffersonian ordinance, then I prefer that itshould 

dinance actually, and not as reported by 

ommittee. And I would complete the work 

y eXpelling from the Constitution all those rea 

i have beea the apology for slavery, by an 
mall dment as follox VS: 

ul be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 

: ein the United States, cr within the jurisdiction 

: -otherwise than in the punishment of erin s,whereof 


ll have been duly convicted; 2nd the Congress 

ike all laws which shall be necessary aud proper 

toree this prohibition. 

7 nat while desirous of see ing the great rule of 
reedom which we are about to ordain embodied 
xt which shall be like the precious casket 
more precious treasure, yet I confess that 
i humbled by my ownendeavors. And what- 
ever may be the judgment of the Senate, lam con- 
soled by thethoughtthat the most home ly textcon- 


n? 
tO the 
‘ i 


‘ 
Tee 


ae ing such a rule will be more beautiful far than 
e ; words of poetry or eloquence, and that it will 
Cure 


to be read with gratitude when the rising 
a, ne of this Capitol, with the statue of Liberty 
‘ch surmounts it, has crumbled to dust. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
‘concurring in the amendment which was made 
asin Cc Ommiuttee of the Whole. 


Mr.SUMNER,. 


_THE CON 


is ex- | 
precisely what itis proposed | 


I move to amend the amend- | 


YGRESSION 


ment by striking out the words of the proposed 
article, and inserting the fol] 


owing: 
All persons are equal before the law, so that no person 
can hold another as a slave; and the Congress may make 


all laws necessary and proper to carry this article into 
effect everywhere within the United States and the juris 
diction thereof. 

Mr. POWELL. Mr. 
my purpose a d ly or two ago to make any re- 
marks upon the main question; but I beg leave 
now to trespass on the Senate fora short time 
while I reply very briefly to some of the remarks 
that have fallen from three honorable Senators 
from New England, two from New eae, 
and one from Massachusetts, who has just taken 
his seat. 

Ido not believe it was ever designed by the 
founders of our Government that the Constitution 
of the United States should be so amended as to 
destroy property. I do not believe it is the prov- 
ince of the Federal Government to say what is 
or whatis not property. [ts province is to guard, 
protect, and secure, rather than to destroy. if 
you admit the principle contended for by the gen- 
tlemen who urge this amendment, lore would 
lead them to the conclusion that the General Gov- 
ernment could, by an amendment to its Constitu- 
eh : culate every domestic matter in the States. 
If i by constitutional amendme nt, can regul: ate 
dhs re elation of masterand se ne it certainly can, 
on the same principle, make regulations concern- 
ing the relation of parent ee ( ‘hild, husband and 
wife, and guardian and ward. If it has the right 
to strike down property in slaves, it certainly 
would havea right to strike down property in 
horses, to make a partition of the land, and to 
say that none shall hold land in any State in the 
Union in fee sim; It is not my purpose, how- 
ever, to discuss the question in that light, for it 


President, it was not 


has been elaborately discussed before. 

I do not think, Mr. President, that those who 
are now urging this constitutional amendment 
have acted in good faith toward the adhering slave 
States. If you will trace their history from the 
very beginning In connection with this whole sub- 


ject of slavery in the States, l think you will find 


that they have not acted with that directness and 
candor that should characterize bold, honest, and 
fearless men. Why, siv, Go you sunnose that 
such propositions would have bee en p ropose d here- 
tofore? No ttatall. We were told by the Govern- 
ment in eve rv form in wh ich it coul id sper uk, at the 
beginning of this revolution, that whate ver might 
be the result, the institt tree of the States would 
remain as they were. The President, in his in- 
augural address, announced that he had no con- 
stitutional power to interfere with the institution 
of slavery in the States. The Secretary of State 
announced it in a communication which he sent 
abroad. Congress, by a resolution, announced 
virtually the same thing when they declared that 
the object of the war was to restore the Union as 
it was and to maintain the Constitution as it is. 
All these measures and promises have been 
utterly repudiated by the party in power. It 
seems as if their sole object was to deceive in 
order to obtain power, and the moment they ob- 
tain power they exercise it. We are surrounded 
by circumstances that cause these valiant knights 
to think they can do this with impunity, and at 
once they goto work. Heretofore they have said 
that not o: ily they had not the power, but what- 
ever might be the result of the present contest, 
the status of this institution would remain as it 
was I do not mean to say that they said the 4 
he ad no power to passa constitt utionalamendment; 
but this portion of my remarks is directed to 
other policies that have been advocated and other 
laws that have been passed or are now propos d 
in this Chamber. I think it must be admitted by 
all candid men that the border States have been 
dealt with in bad faith. The Government has 
not kept faith with them. All candid, all truth- 
ful, all honest men must know it and must ad- 
mit it. 
gut, sir, they 


k 


tell us that slavery is the cause 

of all our difficulties; and the honorable Senator 
from New Hi: impshire [Mr. Crark] read an awful 
indictment against slavery. He said it was the 
cause of all our woes; that there was no ill in the 
land but must be attributed to slavery; and hence, 
he said, it mustdie. With great deference to the 
learned Senator, I do not think slavery has been 
the cause of all our difficulties. In my judgment 
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the want of faith that has been exhibited toward 
the border = adhering slave States and the bad 
faith in not 


‘Xecuting and carrying out the laws 
of the country is the source of our ills. If those 
who now act with that S: nator had carried out 
in good faith the Constitution and the laws made 
in pursuance thereof on this subject, we never 
should have been engaged in this most unfortu- 
nate and cruel and disastrous civil war. The bad 
faith of the abolitionists has done more to | ring 
this war about than all the efforts of the fire-eaters 
of the South. I admit that those men in the 
South acted unwisely and foolishly; but ldo not 
think the one could well have cametad such re- 
sults without the other. There were fanatics at 
both extremes, and those miserable factions have 
brought this once great and glorious country to 
its present unfortunate condition. Historians 
in after times will give that as the cause of our 
troubles. It was the eternal intermeddling with 
this institution that aroused the spirits of the 
southern men, and they in turn committed the 
greatest indiscretions and follies. Had there been 
no abolitionists North there never would have 
been a fire-eater South. 

Fut it is said slavery is the cause of the war, 
and because itis the cause of the war it must die. 
If thatis the kind of logic on which honorable 
Senators act they would destroy almost every- 
thing that is pure, good, and holy in the world. 
The blessed religion of our Saviour has been the 
pretextof more wars perhaps than any other sub- 
ject. Why notstrike down the Christian religion 
because it has been the subject-matter about which 
throats have been cut, cities sacked, and empires 
overthrown? There have been furious wars about 
territory and territorial boundaries, and there will 
continue to be such wars as long as the cupidity 
Why 


Ferocious wars 


c 


of man prompts him to make conquests. 
not destroy all tenure in land? 
have been waged about women. In Homeric 
verse we have the historic record of a ten y' ars’ 
contest for frail Helen. Why not destroy the 
loveliest of God’s handiwork? Why, sir, the 
proposition of the Senator to destroy slave ry be- 
cause it is the cause of the war (which I utterly 
deny) ifcarried out logically would destroy every- 
thine that is grand, beautiful, love ly,and greatin 
the world. 1 will not dwell upon that pgoposi- 
tion. tis so illogical, so irrational, that [do not 
ethink it can influence the judgment of any sane 
man. 
| oppose the proposition now pending before 
the Senate, in the first place, because I do not 
think we shoul d enter into any such legislation 
at this time for the reasons that I have brie fly 
stated. In the second place, | oppose it because 
i desire the Union to be ae, restored as it 
was with the Constitution as it is; and I verily 
believe that if you pass this amendment to the 
Constitution it will be the most effective disunion 
measure that could be passed by Congress. As 
a lover of the Union oppose it. Adopt this 
amendment, say to the people of the southern 
States thatthey are to be deprived of their prop- 
erty and the earnings of their labor, that their 
wile domestic policy isto be overthrown, and 
four million of miserable blacks turned loose 
among them, if you please, and do you think 
they will yield while they have arms to strike ? 

Never, sir; and in my honest judgment (I al- 

ways speak plainly what I think ) those fanatical 

ventlemen on the other side of the House who 

desire the passage of this measure, intend to do 
one of rack things—either to destroy the institu- 
tion of slavery or to destroy the Union. If they 
can make the preservation of this Union a pre- 
textby which they can be enabled to strike down 
slavery, they will do so. If they find that they 
cannot, in my judgment they will be willing to 
recognize the South. Their whole policy indi- 
cates that to my mind. Pass this amendment 
and you make an impassable chasm, as if you 
were to put a lake of burning fire between the ad 
hering States and those who are out. You wil 
then have to make it a war of conquest an | ex- 
termination before you cari ever bring them ba k 
under the flag of the Government. There is no 
doubt about that proposition. 

Why, sir, suppose you were to propose ind 
pass an amendment to the Constitution laying 
your hand upon the property interest in New 
England, I will not say equal but half equal to 
the p jroperty interests of the southern States which 
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you now propose to strike down; does any man || down. When another amendment was proposed 
i ve thatall New England would not be in to prevent the kicking out of office at the incom- 
revolution to-morrow? Yes, sir, one half of the | ing of eve ry Administration of the sub-offieials 
violation of their property rights by an attempted | in the Executive Departments, no one said it was | 


amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States inflicted upon them would put all New Eng- 
land in revolt to-morrow. Ido not stand here 
to denounce our Yankee brethren of the North, 
but everybody knows that cupidity and love ¢ f 
rain is That is 
known over the whole world and acknowledged 
by themselves. 
Knowing that this 


their strongest characteristic. 


will be the best disunion 


measure that was everadopted, and desiring as Ido | 


a restoration of the Union asit was with the Con- 
stitution as itis, I oppose it, and shall oppost it 
here and everywhere, with all the power that 1 
have. Those who favor it donot wish the Union 
to be restored as it was, They are willing, I sup- 
pose, to let the southern States come in as con- 
juered provinces, bereft of all their property and 
al their rights, social and political. 
The honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
Sue r. CLark] has leftus no doubt upon that point. 
nthe very eloquent speech that he made the other 
day he scouted the idea of the Union as it was and 
the Constitution as itis. He did not want that 
Union, and he had the manhood to tell us so in 
his place in the Senate. Would the Senator have 
said that three years ago? I very much doubt it. 
I do want the Union as it was and the Constitu- 


not a good amendment; and Senators voted it | 


down. Every other amendment that is calculated 
to give perpetuity and virtue to the Government 
you discard. You seem to care for nothing but the 
negro. That seems to be your sole desire. You 
seem to be inspired by no other wish than to ele- 
vate the negro to equality, and give him liberty. 
I have offered various amendments to this proposi- 
tion, but they have all been rejected. I have offered 
them because | thought that while we were at this 
work we might do something for the white man, 
for I believe this Government was made by white 
men and for white men; andif itis ever preserved 
it must be preserved by white men. Lhave never 
made a speech in this body on the subject of the 


| negro; | have alluded to him incidentally only; 


but | would ask Senators who are so zealous for 
the negro to point me toa place on the earth where 
he has been so civilized, so humanized, so chris- 
tianized, so well cared for as he is ina state of 


slavery in the United States of America. He has | 


existed, I suppose, as long as the other peoples of 
the earth; but if you were to-day to strike from 


|| existence everything that the woolly-headed negro 
| has given to art, to science, to the mechanic arts, | 


tion as itis,and in that I differ from the honorable | 


Senator. 


Ife wants the Union, he says, without 
slavery. 


I want the Union with all the institu- | 


tions that our fathers ordained; and I desire to | 


leave toeach State the control of its own domestic 
policy, and the choice and management of its do- 
mestic institutions; and that was, until very re- 
cently at least, the doctrine of the party to which 
the honorable Senator belongs, That was in their 
Chicago platform; but platforms with everything 
else are overturned now. That platform in very 
many pagticulars was very offensive to me; but 
such as it was, the party in power used it merely 
as ascaffold by which to mount to power, and 
when they had attained the summit the y threw 
itto the ground and trampled upon it. It is in 
keeping with the bad faith they have exhibited to 
the border States during this controversy. 

‘The Senator from New Hampshire is how zeal- 
ous for @constitutional amendment, The time 
was when the Senator was fired with no sucl? 
holy zeal. When the propositions offered by my 
then venerable colleague, Mr. Crittenden, were 
before the Senate, the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire thought no amendment of the Constitution 
necessary. All that was wanted, in bis opinion, 
was the execution of the Constitution we had. 
That Senator was then the most active agent in 
preventing constitutional amendments, when the 
whole world knew that if those constitutional 
amendments were carried out, it would have 
avoided this miserable warand saved the country 
asa whole. But it did not suit the ideas of the 
Senator to favor constitutional amendments then, 
and hence he proposed his celebrated resolution 
as a substitute for the Crittenden amendment. 
Then, sir, when those amendments of the Con- 
stitution, which it was avowed on all hands, even 
by Davis and Toombs and the whole of the 
southern leaders, would save the Union, were un- 
der consideration, no Republican Senator came 
forward and voted for them. Then, when patri- 
otic men throughout the whole land desired to 
avert the impending storm that has resulted so 
disastrously to the country, morally, religiously, 
politically, and in every other respect, the gen- 
tlemen who are now such hot zealots for constitu- 
tional amendments were o posed tothem. They 
withheld amendments, and the mad people of the 


South went off; but now, when this war is upon | 


us and has well-nigh ruined the country, consti- 
tutional amendments are their last specific. 

Would it not be better that those in power 
should execute the Constitution as it is before 
they seek to amend it? Every vital provision 
of the Constitution as it is is violated, and you 
complain not; and now you propose to amend it 
solely for the miserable negro, after rejecting every 
amendment proposed that was calculated to secure 
the liberties of the white man. 

When I proposed aii amendment to confine the 
Office of the President to one term, and thus to 
terininate the infamous spoils system, it was voted 


to literature, or to any of the industrial pursuits, |! 


the world would not miss it. He is an inferior 


man in his capacity, and no fanaticism can raise 


him to the level of the Caucasian race. The white 
man is his superior, and will be so whether you 
call him a slave or an equal. 


It has ever been so, | 


and I can see no reason why the history of all the | 


past should be reversed. 

sut the vegro absorbs your every thought. For 
him you will destroy the country; for him you 
will allow the liberties of the white man to be 
stricken down, and every sacred guarantee of lib- 
erty in the Constitution put under foot without 
a whimper ora censure. ‘That is a lamentable 
fact which has exhibited itself during this war. 

Not contented with proposing legislation to 
equalize and toclevate the negro, and with failing 
to censure even in the mildest and most diluted 
form those who overthrow the liberties of the 
white man, you step out of the wav to sssaull in 
ry conceivavie manner the slaveholding States. 
The border slave States are kicked and cuffed 
here with as little ceremony as if they were dis- 
loyal criminals or outcasts. 
New Hampshire [Mr. Crark] undertook the 
other day to run a parallel between the State I 
have the honor in partto represent here and one 
of the New England States,in which he doubted 
the patriousm of Kentuckians and elevated that 
of the Green Mountain State of Vermont. Sir, I 
will not so far degrade Kentucky as to contrast 
her in military achievements with any of the New 
England Siates. Wehavehad wars before this. 
We had a war with a mighty Power across the 
water in 18]2, when Kentucky was a young and 
comparatively a feeble State; but did she ever re- 
fuse when the country called to give the blood of 


CVerve 
J 


her sons to carry that flag in the midst of the en- | 
No,sir. Inthat war of 1812she furnished | 


emy? 
ane men than were demanded; no draft was ever 
executed in that proud old Commonwealth; she 
never wentabroad with money-bags to hire men 
to fill her quota. 

After the battle of the River Raisin, when the 
heroic Governor of Kentucky, her first Governor, 
Governor Shelby, the hero of King’s Mountain, 
called for volunteers, more flocked to his standard 
than he could take, and the young men went back 


home weeping because they could not be allowed | 
to go in the army against Proctor, Tecumseh, 


and their cruel hosts. She protected all the Norin- 
west from the tomahawk and the sca!rjag-knife 
of the ferocious savage, and the eqvaily ferocious 
Briton, when our soil was invaded. 

Since then we have had a war with Mexico. 
W hat was the condition of Kentucky then? She 
sent more mcm to the Mexican war than all New 
England put together; more of the gallant sons 
of that proud old Commonwealth of Kentucky 
went to that war ihan of all New England; and yet 
the Senator twits Kentucky about lier patriotism 
and her devotion to the country! Allow me to 
tell the Senator that in the war with Mexico no 
draft was ever executed in Kentucky, and the rolls 
in the adjutant general’s office at her capital now 





show that over fifty regiments : 
than were wanted, and they wer 
go; and but for that news or ttine « 
te. ap twice fifty regiments wou 


i i 
La 


ready to strike for their country in a forcio, 

The Senator has glorified the patriot; * Fa Wests" 
England during the presentcontest.  [ ady - 
New England has been rampant in the ¢.." *¥ 


Chamber for this war; but I dk ny, and | 
most emphatically and most truthfully, 
has exhibited that spirit at home. © N, 
has been executed in Kentucky; she hag }, 
fore furnished her quota; she has filled j; 
every call, and I believe that will be made, 

festinafew days. We have the misfor: 
| be divided in this strife; we have perhaps thine 
| thousand of our young men in the rebel} arn. is 
| but notwithstanding that we have promp ) 


y; 


2 1 PUY filed 

our ee so far, and we have to-day one ha): th 

| . - d 
the fighting population of our State undor ; 


Union flag; and it is a matter of gratulatj 
|every son of Kentucky, though he may peou iw 
that her people have gone South, that no reoin 
from that proud old Siate on any field, w) 
in the rebel or the Union service, has ever 
| the ** white feather.’? They fight like trae sons 
of a proud mother, and that they will ever dy. 
Kentucky is not the land that breeds ree; 
and cowards. How is it with New England 
this war? They sometimes call it a New Ryo. 
land war. It is the first war since the war of 1, 
Revolution that has had the cordial coéperatigy 
of New England. We have had wars withG 
Britain; we have had a war with Mexico: 
New England then came up coldly to the work ody 
she had no stomach for those fights. How js Comm 


now? In theSenate Halland the pulpit, whe — 
there isa New England fanatic, he is talkinga 
war, blood, carnage; but do their sons reg; 
and fill up the ranks? I admit that in 


two of the New England States it isso. [| 


wr 


wh 


Ub 


iu Kn 


iit is so in the State of Vermont: but how: 


The Senator from || 





to-day with Massachusetts ?—and Massa 
sometimes has the audacious impudence to call ita 
Massachusetts war—do they give their sonst yer 
| battle-field? Has Connecticut done it? Thei as 
representatives try to pass laws through | 


alinost every day to allow them to go with weit Hous 
| money-bags down South and the world over and 
buy substitutes to fight in a war that they pro- yf tyr 


claim is a New England war. 
But the other day there was an officer from 


Connecticut offering high bounties to negroes it iN 
the gallant State of Indiana, within ten miles of : 
my home,a State so ably represented by my és 
friends, [Mr. Henpricks and Mr. Lane,} and | => 
understand that Governor Morton ordered th een 
Yankee to pack up and clear out. Yes, sir, they Ph 
are going about with their money to buy the bones ane 


of the western neuple to fill up th ir ranks | 
Army; they are so unpatriotic as not to g 


| themszives. I was very glad that my neighbor’ = 

State through its officials ordered that man away. — 
How is it with Indiana, with Illinois, and the et 
other western States? Those gailant States ot ° 


} LES 


the West in the main have filled their q a 
They do not go abroad with money to hire ane J 
gro there or a foreigner yonder. They ¢o! 
send abroad to import men to be put into | 
ranks. No, sir; western courage is far @ 
_that. But through the instrumentautity of the most 
| iniquitous tarifflaws that were ever on the siatu! 
book of any free and honest people, you f | your 
coffers with the wealt), drawn from the hard p! 
ucts of honest industry in the great valley of ‘ie 
Mississippi ,and with that you go into their midst 
and try .o bny the muscle and bones of their j* 
ple io fill your quotas in the Army that you have 
not got the patriotism and the courage to fill your 
selves. That is the truth. Noman can deny 
| You are attempting almost every day to slip some 
law of that kind through. The chairman 0! ' 
| Military Committee has tried it twice, and lw " 
| delighted when the Senator from Liline:s expos tions 
| and defeated itafew dayssince. If you are res) 
for the war a8 you say you are, give your |" jit y § 
| to the strife; do not send out your money -bag’s tw 
} 
| 
} 
| 





abor 


. ° - i } 
your ill-gotten gains wrung from the hard aoe At 
of the western people, for the purpose 0! buying " 


tne 


that people todo your fighting. 1 want tose’ 


regiments of Massachusetts and of Connect" whi 
filled with Massachusetts and Connecticut m™ 


not with South Carolina negroes, or Gern — 
| Irish. Kentucky has filled her quota trom © 
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We have no hoards of wealth which 
sive laws have wrung from the labor 


‘ We have given so far our chil- 
strife. So has my gallant neighbor, 


 S» have Ohio, Iilinots, and the whole 
‘hot New England men come here and talk 
ott patriousm of other States and about 
ivided allegiance! I scorn that kind of 


a war that will not send men to the 


« kind of clap-trap here you may lead 
, believe that you are the great cus- 
he country; but brave and honest men 

-y the muster-rolls to see how many are 
anks from your States, and how many 
hr over the Canada line and in neigh- 
Sates, and how many you are getting | 

. rice-fields of Louisiana. The world will 

¥ ‘ ve that you are in earnest until you come 

che work. | hope Congress will not pass 
» allow Yankee cupidity to buy western | 
~ 2) orsouthern slaves to fill up their ranks. | 

‘There are few States, to their honor be it said, 

+ not filled up their quotas. 

The other Senator from New Hampshire, the 
sous and witty, and I may add eloquent Sen- 
- from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hate,} made, 

It ink, the most remarkable speech I ever heard. | 
i thought that distinguished Senator was | 
| with humanity, with kindness, with char- 

v: but he talked as flippantly about blood and 

‘oder, and cutting off heads, as a child would | 
upistoys. Headvised the Democratic party 
ubmit quietly and gracefully, as did the royal 
nonarch to the severing of his head from his | 
ody. He said the decree had gone forth, the | 

Commons had decreed that pulleys be placed || 

spout his royal person in case he resisted, to pull | 

, to the block. Ah! and he advised us like 
t king to come up and gracefully put our heads 

block; and | suppose the Senator would 
ory in being the executioner. Allow me to tell 

: that he was most unfortunate in his simile. 

Charles | was beheaded because of encroachments 

the constitution and laws of the country 
rwhich he reigned. The illustration of his 
ase cannot apply to a party who are feeble in 
mbers in this Chamber and weak in the other 

House, though stronger there than here, who 

stand forth manfully resisting the encroachments 

f tyranny, and battling against the usurpations 

‘those in power. If he had instanced the case 
{the first Charles to tell the wicked men in ex- 
uve office that they had better lie down and 
have their heads severed because of their ruthless 
verthrow of the Constitution of the country as 
ibe case of that king, the simile would have 
een apposite. 

The Senator from New Hampshire thinks that 

king was rightfully beheaded. I will not enter 
that controversy. In history it is a-vexed | 
sion. That he committed many grievous | 
ngs, Ladmit, but I am gentle and kind in my 
ature, and L think that perhaps it would have | 
etter if his judges had decreed some milder 
wusument. The Senator from New Hampshire 
does not think so; he thinks Charles was right- 
ly executed; he has told us so more than once. | 
iidertake in this Chamber to declare to the Sen- | 

‘or from New Hampshire that if he will take up 
ustory of that unfortunate, and I will say || 

guilty king, for he did commit violentinfractions of 

onstitution of the British empire, and if he will 





4 





| 


‘tate the infractions committed by Charles of the || 
stitution and laws of England, [ pledge myself || 
as ¢ | 


‘sa geulleman and a man of honor to give him 
¥o tor one, and those more flagrant infractions, 
ommitted by Abraham Lincoln upon the Con- 
Bl ition and laws of the United States of America, 
aud | de fy that Senator or any other Senator who 
“Ses to enter the lists to run the historical par- 
el Let him present well-authenticated his- 
“al infractions by Charles | of the constitu- 
‘and laws of the British nation, and I pledge 
“'yseit to furnish two instances for one of viola- 
sof our Constitution and laws committed by 
“ Present Executive; and I venture to say that 
wa will attempt to run the parallel be- | 
ae fe two cases. But, sir, I shall not talk of 
; F el pulleys upon the President, for reaily 
“' think the President has committed great 
tons of the Constitution of the country, 
I honestly believe he ought to be impeached 3) 





‘Lita 


While 


| now assault it, and to let the eyes of men once 


| agara to the Guif of Mexico, from the Atlantic 


| estimate the character of this tran» .ction; but I tell you, || 


| ment, there is indubitable evidence abroad in the land that 


and turned out of office, lL have no such blood- 
thirsty feeling as to want to see the poor man’s 
head chopped off. 

The Senator from New Hampshire says that 
we had better die gracefully. He comes in asa 
kind of amateur to give us that advice. I sup- 
pose the Senator was ferocious on the day he 
made that speech, and wanted us to come like 
lambs to the slaughter, so that he might execute 
the functions of chief executioner. Let me tell 
him that the Democracy are not dead, and by the 
blessing of God they will not die. They have a 
proud office to fill; they have a glorious mission to 
execute, and I think they will execute it; and that 
is to rescue the Union from the dangers by which 
it is surrounded, to save our imperiled Consti- 
tution from the stabs of domestic traitors who 


more behold this glorious country with the Union 
restored, the Constitution unimpaired. That is 
our mission, and that by the blessing of God we || 
will achieve. 1] 
The Senator need not mock us because we are | 
few in numbers here. Sir, we have forces in the 
rear, we have the people at our backs, not only 
those who have heretofore been Democrats but 
under our glorious banner we will rally all the | 
conservative and honest men inthe country. We | 
call beneath the folds of that glorious flag all who 
are in favor of constitutional liberty, all who are | 
opposed to public plunder and robbery, and under 
that sign we expect to drive the Goths and the 
Vandals from the capital and to execute the laws | 
over the whole people from the cataract of Ni- | 


to the Pacific, and we will never cease until we 
accomplish that most desirable object. 

But now let me show you what the Senator him- 
self said some time ago. ‘Two yearsago he stood 
out proudly in thelist of patriots. At that epoch 
all his instincts were in the right direction, and 
I thought we should have his aid in correcting 
abuses and in driving public plunderers from high 
places; but now, so far from continuing in that 
line, he wishes those who resist these encroach- | 
ments, those who desire to drive the rogues from || 
their places of plunder, to liedownand have their | 
heads chopped off without resistance. Listen to 
what the Senator said about two years ago when 
speaking of a little transaction of the Secretary of 
the Navy giving his brother-in-law in New York 
a fat contract: 

*T do not know but T may over-e-timate, entirely over- 





sir, I believe, and | declare it upon my responsibility as a 
Senator of the United States, that the liberties of this coun- 
try are in greater danger to-day from the corruptions and 
from the prefligaey practiced in the various Departments of 
this Government than itis from the open enemy in the field.” 
And about the same period another distinguished 
Republican,a Representative in the other House 
from the State of Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] 
said: 
“Inthe first year of a Republican Administration, which 
came into power upon professions of retorm and retrench 


somebody has pluadered the public Treasury well-nigh in 


| that single year as much as the entire current yearly ex 


penses of the Government during the Administration which 
the peuple hurled from power because of its corruption.”’ 
Thus spoke those two distinguished leaders; 
but now the few of us here who resist such things 
and whoseek to prevent public plunder are treated 
by the honorable Senator as worthy of the block. 
1 had hoped that he would adhere to his own good 
words; his speech from which I have just read an 
extract was made ebout two years ago; and since 
then the robberies that have taken place are a 
hundred to one to those that had then occurred. 
The transaction of which he then complained was 
but earnest of what has since been done. We 
hear of these things every day; they areallaround 
us. Since then almostevery vital principle of the 


| Constitution has been overthrown, not by the 


rebel in arms, but by the domestic traitor at home. 
And yet the Senator wants to decapitate those of 
us who stand up and resist these wrongs. ‘The 
Senator talked earnestly two years ago, and he 
had good reason, | think, for making the speech 
he then delivered; but if he thought then the lib- 
erties of the people were in more danger from the 
corruptions of the Departments here about Wash- 
ington than they were from the public enemy, 
what must he think now? Our arms have ad- 
vanced since then, it is true,-buat public robbery || 


| longing to a certain 


and theft have increased. Whereone dollar was 
stolen then, hundreds and thousands have been 


re Since, and yet he seems quietly to have 
. } . ~ - . 
yielded the contest, to have left the field, and now 


he wishes to decapitate those of us who stand up 
against rogues and usurpers! 

I regret to say thatinstead of continuing to ex- 
pose those breaches of the public faith as the hon- 
orable Senator did in the report and speech he 
made on the occasion to which I have alluded, 
we find him now acting with those who try to 
prevent all investigation. But the other day I 
offered in my place a resolution calling for in- 
formation of the Secretary of War, asking him to 
send to the Senate the orders that he had issued 


|; empowering certain persons to take possession of 


churehes and church property, and the orders is- 
sued by his major generals on the same subject, 
1 wished that information in order to framea bill 
to prevent those abuses; but the Senate laid my 
resolution on the table, and among those who 
voted thus to kill it was the Senator from New 
Hampshire. Would any man five years ago 
have supposed that the Secretary of War would, 
without warrant of law and in violation of the 
Constitution of the country, undertake to transfer 


| a church to a minister of a different religious faith 


from that to which it belonged? That he would 
send ministers through the whole valley of the 
Mississippi to take possession of churches be- 

denumsinniiog of Christians, 
and install them as ministers to preach the gos- 
pel to perhaps an unwilling people? Would it 
then have been supposed that the time would ever 
arrive when a major general of the United States 
would undertake to clothe provost marshals with 
the power to appoint ministers of the gospel and 
to levy taxes on congregations to pay them, all 
subject to the general’s approval? i did not 
suppose that an American Senate would ever be 
convened which, when a resolution was offered 
calling for information on such a subject, most 
delicate to every free people, would prevent the 
Secretary of War from returning such public 
orders for their investigation. But, sir, such is 
the fact. It stands on record upon the Journal, 
and there it will remain, in my judgment, to the 
discredit of those who placed it there. 

Mr. President, although the Senate may not 
allow that information to be sent here officially, 
we all know that the fact exists. There is evi- 
dence before us that the War Office is tampering 
with religion, taking houses of religious worship, 
not for the purpose of using them temporarily as 
hospitals for the sick and wounded—that would 


| be proper—but for the purpose of installing min- 


isters in them to preach to perhaps an unwilling 
people. That is uniting Church and State, eon- 
trary to the Constitution of the country, and I 
think the Senate ought not to refuse to call for 
information upon such a subject. If the party 
friends of the Administration expect to hide these 
things from the people they are very much mis- 


| taken. Some of these orders have already been 


published. Not only have houses of public wor- 
ship been taken, but I have evidence that orders 
have been issued, appointing certain men belong- 
ing to the Baptist Home Mission Society in the 
city of New York to go down through the valley 


| of the Mississippi and take possession of property 


belonging to the Baptist churches of that region. 
Everybody knows that the Baptist church is a 
very republican kind of institution; each church 
is separate and distinct in its jurisdiciion, unlike 
other denominations in that respect. 

I have always been of opinion that ina repub- 
lican Government like this, all the acts of our 
public functionaries, except those which were 
necessarily secret in the way of diplomatic rela- 
tions, should be open to the inspection of the peo- 
ple. Itis the people’s Government. They are 
in theory, and until these unfortunate times they 
have been in fact, the sovereigns; and through 
their Representatives they have aright to demand 
the public official orders of their servants who are 


| in power for the time being. Let the people see 


what is being done, so that they can, through 


| their Representatives, apply the correative, if they 


think it is wrong, and if they think it is right, 
give their plaudits and their approval to faithful 
public servants, 

I have thought that this kind of secrecy was 
only fit for the cabinets of princes and potentates 


; 
; 
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and tyrants, and ul became this 


counts y of ours. 
Such, however, does not seem to be the impres- 
now. 

I tell Senators the people will see these orders, 
and they might as well agree to let them come 
here in proper form. Nothing you can do wil 
hide the truth long. We should have it in more 
authentic form if we got it under the sign-manual 
of the parties who issued these orders; but the 
people will have them anyhow. If you give 
them to us in an authentic form it will be much 
better, and no objection can be made then that 
we misstatethem. When the Senate here solemn- 
ly decree that we shall not have a view of the 
public acts and orders of our public officials that 
are not inany way secret, or ought not to be so, 
the world will think there is rottenness and wrong 
be ing hidden which itis desired to conceal from 
the public. That will be the result; and I think 
you will only injure your own cause by with- 
holding the information. I give that advice gratis, 
and I hope it will hereafter be acted upon. 

But, sir, | have said that the great conservative 
party of thiscountry hasa high mission to accom- 
lish. That party consists of old Democrats, old 

Vhigs, and Republicans who are ready to leave 
you, seeing that you have not fulfilled your prom- 
if you will zive us free speech,a free press, 
and free ballot in November next, we will drive 
you from power as the hurricane sweepsa feather 
in its course. But will you give us them? Will 
you pass laws punishing your officers and those 
in authority for striking down free ballot? Will 
you pass other laws punishing by the harshest 
punishment those who attempt to overthrow the 
liberty of the press ? Will your Executive strike 
off from his rolls those within his control who 
raise their hands to imprison citizens who exer- 
cise the constitutional right of free speech ? 

I tell you, Senators, that your only hope is to 
strikedown free speech, a free press, and free bal- 
lot, in order to maintain your power. Hence it 
is that, although we hope, we do not much ex- 
pect that you will do anything in the right direc- 
tion. Your past action does not convince us that 
youwill, Give us these three great conservative 
peaceful agencies; it is all we want. Let us freely 
canvass your administration of public affairs; let 
us freely investigate the conduct of your men in 
power; let us, through the press and the tongue, 
on the stump and in every cabin, say what we 


sion he re 


13es, 


think; let the newspapers go forth pointing to the 
‘ a 


fact, and showing to the people clearly and dis- 
tinctly that you are overthrowing the Constitu- 
tion; that you are plundering them of their treas- 
ure; that you are unworthy of trust, and your 
political days will be numbered. I tell the con- 
servative men, the Democracy, the old Whigs, 
the honest Republicans, every where—and I wish 
to God my voice could extend to the remote parts 
of this country—to be of good cheer; and if those 
in power attempt to enslave them, to put chains 
upon their limbs, to prevent their free tongues 
from wagging in words of honest and burning 
censure against those who are striking down their 
liberties, if the minions of power attempt to in- 
terfere with the freedom of the press, | would ad- 
vise the people throughout the length and breadth 
of the land to insist on freedom, and give their lives 
in its defense. Il am for law and for order; I beg, I 
implore, [ entreat, that we may have these great 
constitutional agencies without blood; but before 
God, I shall advise the people everywhere, rather 
than submit to the degradation of having free 
speech, a free press, and free ballot taken from 
them, to strike the usurpers to the ground. 
free people will not fight and give their blood for 
these three inestimable blessings they are unwor- 
thy to live as freemen, and the best thing for them 


Ifa! 


| him very much. 


would be to die, for they will have to do that or || 


live as slaves. 

I hope we shall have hereafter the perfect free- 
dom of elections everywhere; that we shall have 
free speech,a free press, and free ballot. These 
are all the weapons we ask. But if they are de- 
nied us, 1 shall advise the Democracy and the 
conservative men in every State of the Union to 
fight for them; I do not mean to go outof the Union, 
but I mean to fight for the ballot, and fight under 
the Constitution and laws of their country, and 
defend themselves by striking tu the earth those 
who attempt to prevent them exercising’ these 
inestimable blessings of a free people. 


The Senator from New Hampshire will have 
to see that fre & speer h and free | ress and fre e bal- 
lot are destroyed before he can kill the Democ- 
racy. They are not destructiblearticles. Strike 
down one by cruel and bloody tyranny, and a 
thousand will spring up. You may cause some 
of the mid to be silent; you may cause them to 
be afraid to go to the polls and vote; but the love 
of truth and of constitutional liberty is in their 
breasts; the bold will speak it, and they will strike | 
for it; they will vindicate it with their blood, not 
in seceding, but in fighting at their own hearth- 
stones, as it were, for the liberties given them by | 
their fathers; and we should be unworthy de- 
scendants of the noblest sires the world ever saw, 
unless we did stand thus boldly for our rights. 

Mr. President, | had intended to notice in a 
very brief manner the most remarkable effort of 
the Senator from Massachusetts this morning. | 
I have heard that Senator, ever since 1 have been 
in the Senate Chamber, reading his long, illogi- 
cal rhapsodies upon slavery. They are all of | 
them much alike; all speak of the barbarism and 
cruelty of slavery. They are filled with a good 
deal of encyclopedia learning, with scraps of quo- 
tation here and there. Without meaning any 
disrespect to the Senator, | must say that they 
remind me of the rhapsodies of a man who basa 
nightmare. They remind me of an expression 


of Shakspeare: \ | 


‘““Jris a tale, 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signitying nothing.” 


In the first hour of his speech to-day, the Sen- || 


ator gave us a kind of rehash of the report he 
made from the committee on freedmen (I believe 
that is its name) touching the repeal of the fugi- 
tive slave law, in which he treated of the question 
of constitutional power. 


lent; he does write good English; but I must also 


say that his report is the most illogical and un- 


lawyerlike paper Lever read in my life coming 


from a gentleman of such learning and reputation, | 
My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. BuckaLew] | 
put the subtle knife of truth and logic to it; he || 


exposed its sophistry,its want of candor, its want 
of historical and constitutional truth; in a single 
charge he scattered it to the four winds; but we 
have had a rehash of it here to-day. I shall enter 
into no constitutional argument for the purpose 
of overthrowing such kind of rhapsodies. If I 


had any inclination to do so, the report of my | 


| friend from Pennsylvania has relieved me of the 


trouble, His very searching, potent, though short | 


analysis is on your table, and it disposes of the 
quesuon, 

The Senator from Massachusetts to-day has 
quoted from Patrick Henry, and he has eulogized 
Certainly he does not feel any 
more admiration for that distinguished orator than 
Ido. Does not the Senator know that an amend- 
ment to the Constitution has been adopted since 
Patrick Henry made that speech, which says that 
private property shall not be taken for public uses 


except on just compensation? and that is an an- | 


swer to his whole quotation from Mr. Henry. I 
do not believe Mr. Henry was right in the posi- 
tion he assumed in the speech from which the 
Senator quoted. Mr. Henry was engaged at that 
time in making an assault on the Constitution in 
a slave State; he wished to reject it; he did not 
like it; buteven if what he then stated were true, 
the amendment since adopted explodes the whole | 
of the Senator’s argumeut on that branch of the 
case, and Mr. Henry’s argument along with it. 
But the Senator has said that the way to pre- 
serve the Republic is to carry it back to the prin- 
ciples of its baptismal font—a beautiful expres- 
sion, but what appropriateness is there in it in 
the way in which the honorable Senator uses it? 
What did our fathers do when they formed the 
Government? What wastheirstatus? What was 
their condition? When they stood around the 
baptismal font and proclaimed the birth of the 
Constitution that carried joy and gladness to the 
hearts of liberty-loving men throughout the world, 
every minister at that altar, save those from-one 
State, was a representative of a slave State, and 
four fifths of them were slaveholders. They were 
the men whoa gave us the Constitution so much 
vaunted to-day by the honorable Senator. I | 
would to God we could go back to those days | 


| 


1 will do the Senator | 
the justice to say that his language was excel- | 
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when men were honest and had regard fo... 
erty rights, when men were patriotic a , 
themselves in the cabinet and the fi, d fs % 
promotion of theebest interests of their en ae 
when our statesmen were wise and ph 
prudent and capacious, and took 1p their broad 
view the whole interests of the country N 
of them were led off by this miserable one 
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fanaticism in regard to negro slavery or any oy) . 

. 9 ry = 2 . Pr 
‘ism. They were men of extended ga. 
cism in all their political views. Unfortyne 
for us, those wise, those good, those ae 


Virtuous 
those great men have departed, and we howhin 


succeeding them a set of men who are o veeensd 
entirely by a single idea, and who woyla .. 


1 fe 
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nounce any theory they had ever held jy o- 
to carry out that idea. 

I have heard the Senator declare in this ¢) om 
ber that under the Constitution we had no Dower 
to interfere with slavery in the States, To-dar 
he tells us that it is constitutional to strik, on 
crush slavery wherever we can find it, es 

The Senator swears to support the Constitution 
and declares in his place that he would not sess 
in the execution of the fugitive slave law, a lone 
made in obedience to the command of the Consti- 
tution. The Senator disregards the Constityrion 
his oath of office, and everything that should bing 
the conscience of a good and just man . 
out his abolition schemes. 

The Senator from Massachusetts talks as oj 


er 
Ct 


about war as if he had all his life had the h ween 
on, as if nothing had ever delighted his eves but 
hacked and bruised armor and broken blades 
He has talked about this war as being righteous 
and right; he has advocated it throughout; he has 


voted all the men and all the money they wanted, 
and to-day he eulogizes war. Now, whatdo you 
think has heretofore been the tenet of that hon. 
orableSenator? As I before said, those who haye 
but one predominant ideaare not wise counsel 

The Senator has changed the whole current of his 
thoughts within the last few years on this subject 
of war. Let me read from a most elaborate ora- 
tion, very handsomely written, and replete with 
all the encyclopedia learning for which that Sen- 
ator is so eminent, made some yearsago. Letus 


| see what the Senator then said of peace; and if 


everybody in this Chamber who has witnessed 
his conduct here does not say that he has run coun- 
ter to the principles laid down by himself] wi 
admit that 1 have not capacity to see the truth or 
to state it. Here is an extract from an oration, 
made by Hon. Cuaries Sumner, entitled The 
Grandeur of Nations, a few years ago. 

Mr. SUMNER. What is the date of it? 

Mr. POWELL. The 4th of July, 1845, and 
I would rather have it dated back at that time than 
now, because it expressed the Senator’s ideas 
when everything was cool and calm and guiet, 


| and there was not the excitement of civil war. I 


have a right to use it as a weapon against him, 
He is using this war as an instrument to destroy 
slavery. ‘That is his whole object; he has none 
other; and | think he will get up and avow that 
to be the case. Iam sure he will not deny tt 
Now, sir, let us look to what he said on war in 
that address: 

‘Tn our age there can be no peace that is not hon rable; 
there can be no war that is not dishonorable.” 

And those words are put in capital letters. Ac- 
cording to his own tenets, the Senator is now 
urging on a dishonorable war. I do not say that 
that is what the Senator is doing; but I say that 
if he uttered the truth when he made the speec’ 
from which [ have just read, he is now advo- 
cating a dishonorable war, because in that speect 
he said there can be no war that is not disho! 
able. 1 suppose the Senator in the course of his 
life has had two ideas, a war idea and a peace 
idea; and when he was on the peace idea he 
thought nothing under heaven was good but pes 
1 do not concur with the Senator in that sent: 
ment, for 1 think there are times in the affairs 
nations when it is right to go to war. | read 
merely to show the Senator’s inconsistency: 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will allow me 
to say that at the time 1 made that rémark ] had 
very little idea of the barbarism of slavery: 

Mr. POWELL. I have no doubt of that, & 
if the Senator would look into himself he wou’ 
find that he is more barbarous than perhaps any 
slaveholder that ever lived. ‘The Senator's \¥° 


[fe 


‘ 
yn 
t 
Ih 


~~ 


» Lo carry , 











Gr 
SAYS 
naly 
this 

“B 


future 








€Xer 

1 for 
cou 
the 
Lif Droad 

Non 

ONE-tdeg 
NY Other 
cath “ 
rtunate 
Vir 


fould Te. 


| in order 


{ 
u 


is C} af. 
NO Power 


NOt assist 
iW, a law 
e Consti- 
SUtution 
ould bin 


» LO Carr 


SAS 2)) y 
{ h urnesg 
eves Dut 
i] b ales 
righteous 
it; he hag 
y Wanted, 
atdo you 
that hy Ne 
who have 
uNnselors 
ent of hig 
13 Subject 
orate ora. 
lete with 
that Sen- 
Let us 
‘e; and if 
Witnessed 
run ct une 
self l w 
e truth or 
n Oration, 


itled The 


f it? 

1845, and 
time than 
r’s ideas 
nd guiet, 
il war. I 
inst him, 
o destrt y 
has none 
‘vow that 
t deny it, 
yn war in 


honorable; 





] a peace 
idea bt 
put peace 
hat sent 
affairs of 
1 read it 
ncy. 
allow me 
ark | had 
ery. , 
‘that, and 
be weal 
haps al y 
tor is the 


=<— as 


‘hodiment of barbarism—the barbarism 
. lama slaveholder; and if I be- 

ad about me half the barbarism the 
has. I should be disposed to hide from 
. ins d world. But, sir, let me go on with 
h from which I am quoting: 


rerly ineffectual to secure or advance the ob- 


sm. 


vh ) it professes to aii. The misery which it 
t 1 
rributes to no end, helps to establish no right, 
vofore in no respect determines justice between the 
itions.”? 


Why does the Senator carry on this war? Just 
we of blood, havoc, public plunder, and 
in.ctruction of human life? He boldly and 
y and most perspicuously declared in 1845 
yy never will effect its aim. Yet we find the 
»in that most ridiculous attitude, at war 
himself. That is the barbarism that fanat- 
cm teaches. Ltbrings him into most striking 
vradiction. But I wall read alittle further from 
i honorable Senator’s most elaborate speech. 
He says: 

« Christianity forbids the whole custom of war.” 

Is the gentleman, in order to carry out his one 
idea of destroying negro slavery, not only to 
overthrow the fixed and firm principles of his life, 
but is he to overthrow Christianity? The whole 


i 


Tp 


sysiem ; ~ : 
‘yee the Senator wishes to effect through the in- 


‘ a ytality of arms one single object—the abo- 
» of slavery. He is willing to forego not only 
his former principles about human affairs, but to 

throw the religion of the blessed Saviour 





of Christianity is to go by the board be- | 


mself, to bring about that, to him, most desira- | 


oe 2 eS 
all objects. 


The honorable Senator from Massachusetts fur- | 


ther says on this subject of Christianity and war: 


“]t was not until Christianity became corrupted that its 
followers became soldiers, and its priests learned to min- 
ster at the altar of the God of battles.*? 

[admit with the Senator that many of the clergy 
» his region of country have become very much 

rrupted, because they preach war and nothing 
else; but 1 suppose the honorable Senator is will- 

g to see notonly the church and the clergy, but 
verything else, corrupted to carry out this one 


idea. I have sometimes fallen in among that de- 


| it is very true. 


first time since | have been a member of the body 
that I have attempted even to resist or cast back 
these accusations upon the section of country 
from which lL came. They are distasteful to me; 
but, sir, there is a point beyond which forbear- 
ance ceases to be a virtue, and I think we have 
reached that point, 

Let me read one other sentence from this ad- 
dress. The Senator says: 

**A man is higher than the beasts of the field; as the an 
gels are higher than man; as Christ is higher than Mars; 


: 
as he that ruleth his spirit is higher than he that taketh a 
city, so are the victories of peace higher than the victories 
of war.”’ 

That is very handsomely said, and inthe main 
The Senator then goes on to in- 
veigh against standing armies. He speaks of the 


| vast expense of maintaining them, and quotes a 
| table of expenses of other countries; and yet that 


Senator is engaged here ina war. When I say 
he is engaged in a war I will do the Senator the 
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I will read the negative vote: 


a Nays—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Che snut, Clay, Clingman, Crittende n, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond. Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, John 
son of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane 
Lath um, Mallory, Mason, Nichol on, Pearce, Polk. Powell, 
ue = e, - mm Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, Wigfall, 

The language is as I have read: 

* But the free discussion of the morality and expediency 
of slavery shall never be interfered with by the laws of 
any State or of the United St ites; and the treedom of 
speech and ofthe press, on this and every other subject of 
domestic and national policy, should be maintained invio- 
late in all the States.”’ 


And the Senator voted **nay.’’ Every Democrat 
in the Senate, including the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, voted tn the negative. 


Mr. POWELL. There isa very striking dif- 


| ference between the object of that resolution and 


justice to say that he only advocates it on his 
lips; he advocates it here by word, by speech, by 
| letter. He attempts to fire the hearts of the peo- || 


| ple everywhere to join in this crusade. The hon- 





intion of preachers who deliver nothing but po- | 
I - I 


calessays. I never heard one of that descrip- 
mn butonce. WhenI go intoa church and the 


minister commences preaching in that way, I sit 


listen out of the respect | have for the name | 


f Christianity 


I do not rise and leave because | 


the thing is offensive to me, but I remain until | 


the services are concluded. But, sir, 1 never go 
Kk to thatehurch again; for I think the Chris- 
i minister that doesnot preach Christand Him 
rucified pollutes the pulpit in which he stands, 
aid isan unworthy servant of that blessed Mas- 
ter who is the King of peace. 
But, sir, let us go on a little further in this ad- 
dress of the Senator. Here is an extract upon 
civil war. The Senate will remember that these 


extracts that I read from the honorable Senator’s | 


speech are general propositions. 


He says: 


“The soul trembles aghast as we contemplate fields 
renched in fraternal gore, where the happiness of homes 


His been shivered by the unfriendly arms of neighbors, and | 


‘insmien have sunk beneath the steel nerved by a kins- 
man’s hand. This is civil war, Which stands accursed for- 
ver in the calendar of time.”? 


Great God! the Senator from Massachu8etts 
Says that civil war stands accursed in all the an- 
nals of time. 


this asa war of Massachusetts. T'o continue: 
“ But the 


uure transactions of nations, inspired by a new and Toftier 


vuce, and touched to finer sensibilities, shall extend to 
- fen ral sorrows of universal, man the sympathy still 
Hulusely shed for the selfish sorrow of the country, and 
"2 onounce international war to be civil war, and the 
‘kers in it as traitors to God and enemies to man.”? 


Here the S 


enator declares that those who par- 


= mete civil wars, or in international wars, 
re Ne Says are civil wars, are traitors to God 


a enemies toman. Why,sir, to take the Sen- 
= own position here as true, he stands to-day 
 rattor to God and an enemy to man. And yet 


Why, sir, he sometimes speaks of | 


muse of history, in the faithful record of the | 





~.. Senator is forever prating about the barba- | 


nism of slaver 
r y: 


Had it not been for the eternal 


day his Senator to the cruel torture of quoting to- 
78 principles which he now stands up and 
'Y Violates, 


i¢ Senate will bear me witness that this is the 


Open 


ging of vd i 
~o 8 Of that word in my ear | would not have | 


| tosaya word in their vindication. 


orable Senator does not go where he would hear 
the rattle of small-arms or smell gunpowder. Were 
I for this war as ferociously as that Senator is, I 
think I would take up a musket and go into the 
field. But | am opposed to the war (though I do 
not intend to discuss that) for the reasons I have 
so often stated here. 

I have not much faith in the sincerity of those 
who always preach warand never fight. It would 


will think they are in earnest. The Senator is 
willing that other people’s blood shall be shed. 


| be better for them to fight a little, and then people 


He is willing thata million of the young men of | 


the country shall be sacrificed. He is willing that 
the whole land shall be laid in mourning, that the 


| weeds of the widow and the tears of the orphan 


shall everywhere be seen. Heis willing that the 
hard earnings of the laboring man, though his wife 
and children may be starving, shall be wrenched 


| from him by the ruthless hand of the tax-gatherer 


in order to defray the expenses of this war, and 


to pay the interest on the immense debt that is | 


accruing. All these things he is willing to see for 
the purpose of carrying outa fanatical idea. That 
he boasts of; that he gloats over; but, sir, he 
never seeketh the battle even afar off. He does 
not go within sound of the drum and fife; nor is 
he like the war-horse that smelleth the battle afar 
off. IT repeat I have not much confidence in the 
sincerity of that description of patriots. 


Mr. President, | have said all I intend to say 


on this matter. It was not my purpose to open 
nry mouth onthisamendment. Thad determined 
to content myself with the very elaborate speeches 
made by my colleague, the Senator from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Sautssury,] and the Senator from In- 
diana, [Mr. Henvaicks;] but, sir, such were the 
inconsistencies of the Senators from New England 
to whom I have referred, such were their assaults 
upon the Democratic party, such were their as- 
saults upon my own State, that I felt called upon 
In doing that I 
thoughtit but right that I should allow the Senator 
from Massachusetts to look into his own mirror, 


| and hence I have held up the speech he made some 


time ago to his vision. 


Mr. HARLAN. 


3efore the Senator’s mind is 


| diverted from this subject, I desire him to reconcile 


a‘vote that he gave not long since, with the very 
remarkable passage of his present speech in which 
he denounced very severely, if 1 understand the 


| purport of his language, supposed infringements 


of the freedom of speech. In the Congressignal 
Globe for the first session of the Thirty-Sixth 
Congress, part three, page 1937, | find the follow- 
ing: 

@Mr. Hartan. With the consent of the Senator from 
Missi=sippi, | propose to offer an amendment to the second 
resolution of the series, by inserting at the end ot it the fol 
lowing: 

‘‘ But the free discussion of the morality and expediency 
of slavery shall never be interfered with by the laws of any 
State or of the United States; and the freedom of speech 
and of the press, on this and every other subject of domes- 


‘tic and national policy, should be maintained inviolate in 


all the States.’’ 

On page 2321 of the same volume of the Globe 
I find the following: 

“The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. 


|| Senator from Kentucky ({Mr. 


rection to their slaves. 


the free discussion of political acts. The scope 
of that resolution would have been to send per- 
sons down into the slave States to preach insur- 
I suppose that actuated 
every man who vesed against it. I would vote 
“nay” again on that resolution. I voted right. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment to the proposed amendment of the Consti- 
tution as a substitute. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 
fore the Senate is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts, 

Mr. SUMNER. Imerely wish to have Sena- 
tors understand that amendment, and,as I have 
said, | make it rather in the form of suggestion 
then proposition. If lunderstand from my friend 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee that he 
is strongly inclined against it, | certainly have 
no desire to press it. If the Chair will be good 
enough, I should like to have it read for the in- 
formation of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 


The Secretary read the amendment, to strike 


| out the first and second sections of article thirteen 


as reported by the committee, and to insert: 

Sec. 1. All persons are free [equal] before the law, so 
that no person can hold another as a slave; and the Con- 
gress may make all laws necessary and proper to carry this 
article into effect everywhere within the United States aud 
the jurisdiction thereof, 


Mr.SUMNER. Now,Mr. President, the state 
of the question is this. The Senator from Mis- 


| souri (Mr. Henperson] offered a proposition in 


this form: 
Art. 1, Slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime, shall not exist in the United States, 
Art. 2. The Congress, whenever a majority of the mem- 


| bers elected to each House shall deem it necessary, may 


propose amendments to the Constitution, or, on the appli- 
cation of the Legislatures of a majority of the several States, 


| shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which 


| Senator from Missouri is twofol 


say I accept that idea completely. 


in either case shall be valid,to all intents and purposes, as 
part of the Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures 
of two thirds of the several States, or by conventions in 
two thirds thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratifica- 
tion, may be proposed by Congress. 
It will be observed that this Sa. of the 
: the first ar- 
ticle applies to the matter which has been under 
discussion in this debate, the prohibition of sla- 
very; the secogg, to a proposition which is not 
necessarily associated with it. I believe, from what 
has occurred, the Senate is agreed in confining 
what we do now to the first proposition. I must 
1 think the, 


| first proposition should be acted upon absolutely 


by itself alone, and therefore however much I may 
be tempted by other propositions, as I must con- 
fess | was by one or two of the propositions of the 

Poweas the other 


\| day, yet i was not disposed to be diverted or 


turned aside from that great original proposition 
which it should be now our object to introduce 
into the Constitution. 

| make this comment on the first proposition 
which we have before us, that of the Senator from 
Missouri, in order to explain why | should be 
against that in the form in which it stands; but 
if we should go to the first article of the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Missouri, I am free to 


| say that in some respects I think it better than 


HARLAN by yeas and nays, resulted—ycas 20, nays 36; as || 


follows:”? 


i 


the article proposed by the committee. It is as 
follows: 

Slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punish- 
ment for crime, shall not exist in the United States 

It is simpler than the proposition of the com- 
mittee, to which Inow come. Thatisas follows: 


Art. 13, Sec. 1.— 





= Ie RINE ek mr 


ie 


~ 


TOD SEAS 


Selden 


= 


a as yt 


as 
* 


Tyce 


te 


mie 


Mods 


a 
a 


2 SRT 


Tega 





a 


1488 


It will be 
Neither slavery norinvoluntary servitude, except as a pun 


ishment for erime, whereof the party shall have been duly 


convicted 


observed that itis in two sections— 


Which I must say I think here is verbiage en- 
tirely. There is no need of having it in aconsti- 
tutional proposition— 
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject 
to their jurisdiction. 

Sec, 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 

On the face of that article I object to it, first, 
inasmuch as itis in two sections when I think it 
ought to be in one. I have already before men- 
tioned that in this respect it goes against the pre- 
cedent of the Constitution itself. In article four of 
the Constitution we have section one as follows: 

‘« Pull faith and ecreditshall be given in each State to the 


acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every 
State, and the Congress” 


public 


It wall be observed that the Constitution speaks 
of Congress as ‘‘ the Congress,’’ putting the arti- 
cle be fore it— 

‘‘and the Congress may by general laws prescribe the 
manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall 
be proved and the effect thereof.” 

It seems to me, in point of form, that it is bet- 
ter that these two sections should be molded into 
one. 

But then my objection to it is, further, if this 
amendment in this first particular, which is com- 
paratively unimportant, be secured, it seems to 
me the language is not happy. Ido not know 
that I shall have the concurrence of other Sena- 
tors in the criticism which I make upon it; but I 
understand that it starts with the idea of repro- 
ducing the Jeffersonian ordinance. I doubt the 
expediency of reproducing that ordinance. It 
performed an excellent work in its day; but there 
are words in it which are entirely inapplicable to 
our time. That ordinance I will read. It is as 
follows: 

“There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servi 
tude in the said Territory otherwise than in the punishment 
of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly con 
victed.”’ 

This ordinance, in precisely these words, was 
reproduced at a later day, in the very important 
act by which Missouri was admitted into the 
Union, containing the well-known prohibition 
which afterwards caused such debate. 

There are words here, I have said, which are 
entirely inapplicable to our time. They are the 
limitation, ** otherwise than inthe punishment of 
crimes whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted.’’ Now, unless I err, there is an im- 
plication from those words that men may be en- 
slaved as a punishment of crimes whereof they 
shall have been duly convicted. There was a 
reason, I have said, for that at the time, for I 
understand that it was the habit in certain parts 
of the country to convict persons or to doom them 
as slaves for life as a punishment for crime, and 
it was not proposed to prohibit this habit. But 
slavery in our day is something distinct, perfectly 
well known, requiring no words of distinction 
outside of itself. Why, therefore, add ‘‘ nor in- 
voluntary servitude otherwise thah in the punish- 
mentof crimes whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted ?’’ ‘To my mind they are entirely 
surplusage. They do no good there, but they 
absolutely introduce a doubt, 

In placing a new and important text into our 
Constitution, it seems to me we cannot be too 
careful in the language we adopt. We should 
consider well that the language that we adopt here 
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duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction. 

The Senate will observe what to my ear isa 
discord, the introduction of those two ‘*shalls”’ 


so near together; but that is not of great import- | 


ance. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. They are both in the Jeffer- || 


sonian ordinance. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
and the whole effect is entirely different. 


As I 


have said already, the language of the ordinance | 


is, ‘There shal! be.”’ Mark the beginning as 
compared with thatof the committee. The com- 
mittee say, ** Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude,’’ &c. The ordinance says, ‘* There 
shall be’’—the word of prohibition coming first, 
at the outset—‘‘neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude in the said Territory otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted;’’ whereas the com- 
mittee say, ** Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for crime, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.”’ 


If Senators desire the Jeffersonian ordinance, I | 


say let us take it in its original form as it appears 
in that ordinance, and was subsequently repro- 
duced in the Missouri statute; do not let us take 
itin this modified form, which, while pretending 


to be the Jeffersonian ordinance, is not the Jeffer- | 


sonian ordinance except in that feature which I 
think, if Senators apply their minds to it, they 
will see is clearly objectionable. | 
words **except as a punishment for crimes, 


whereof the party shall have been duly convict- | 


ed.’’? Ihave already said that for myself I should 


| prefer the form which I have sent to the Chair, 


and on which the question is now to be taken; 


but I offer it as a suggestion, and if Senators do | 


not incline to it, | have no desire to press it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, atan early 


stage of the session, the Senator from Missouri 


| introduced a proposition to amend the Constitu- 


tion of the United States so as forever to prohibit 
slavery. That resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Ata laterday,a month 


| or two afterwards, the Senator from Massachu- 


setts also introduced a proposition to prohibit 
slavery. 
sitions before them. 
There was some difference of opinion in the com- 
mittee as to the language to be used; and it was 


upon discussion and an examination of both these || 


propositions, the one originally introduced by the 
Senator from Missouri, and subsequently by the 


Senator from Massachusetts, that the committee | 


came to the conclusion to adopt the form which 
is reported here. I do not know that I should 


have adopted these precise words, buta majority | 
best | 
| words; they accomplish the object; and i cannot 


of the committee thought they were th. 


see why the Senator from Massachusetts should 
be so pertinacious about particular words. The 
words that we have adopted will accomplish the 
object. If every member of the Senate is to se- 
lect the precise words in which a law shall be 


clothed, and will be satisfied with none other, we | 


shall have very little legislation. 
Mr. SUMNER. I have already said I shall 


be perfectly satisfied with what the Senate do. I | 


/ am making a sincere effort now to contribute as 


in this Chamber to-day will in all probability be || 


adopted in the other House, and it must be adopt- 
ed, also, by three fourths of the Legislatures of 
the States. 


substantially beyond correction. Therefore, it 


Once having passed this body, it is | 


seems lo me, we have every motive, the strongest | 
inducement in the world, to make that language || 


as perfect as possible. 

I say, therefore, that I object to the Jeffersonian 
ordinance even if it were presented here in its 
original text. 


Bat now I am brought to the point | 


that the proposition of the committee is not the | 


Jeffersonian ordinance, except in its bad feature. 


In other respects, it discards the language of the 


Jeffersonian ordinance and also its collocation of 
words. The language of the committee is as 
follows: 


Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime, whereof the party shall have been 


much as I can to improve the proposition in form. |} 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Undoubtedly in the opin- 
ion of the Senator from Massachusetts it would 
improve the proposition. If I had had my pre- 
cise way in the committee, very likely it would 


| have improved the proposition to have had the 


language as I wanted it; but a majority of the 


committee agreed upon these words; and although | 


the Senator from Massachusetts may satisfy him- 
self that the words he has suggested, copied from 
the French Revolution, are the best words for us 
to adopt, I am not at all sure of it. I think there 


is nothing historical about them, nothing in the | 


source from whence they come to commend them 
varticularly tous. I would not go to the French 
tevolution to find the proper words for a consti- 
tution. Weall know that their constitutions were 
failures, while ours, we trust, will be permanent. 
I therefore am not inclined to accept the gentle- 


| man’s suggestions, and | hope he will withdraw 


them and let the Senate come to a vote upon this 
subject. 





3ut they are further apart, | 


refer to the | 


The committee had both those propo- | 
They considered them. | 
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. If th: . es 
nois will allow me for a single mon, “> wa 
that men’s first impression , 
best, and it seems that the Senator from M 
chusetts when he introduced his propesit ore 
in it the very words of which he now mak 
complaint, ** otherwise than in the puni ; 
of crime whereof the party shall h =" 
convicted.’’ 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s na.) 
The first proposition I] introdueed was ys - 
| or six weeks before that; butrafter the ei . 

made their report, when [ examined jt anu ¢. 
that they had undertaken to rive us the Jes 
nian ordinance, and I saw that it was not the ie 
| fersonian ordinance, I then prepared that in 
sition with a view to embody the Jeffersc 
ordinance precisely. : ies 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was very much tempted 
to reply to some of the remarks that have in 
made in Opposition to this proposed am, ndm i 


‘ 
senat 


Wi 1S « 


1S Are SOMeliMes 


ave bes ni 


jont 


NMttep 
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| and am strongly tempted also to reply to someoct 
the remarks which have fallen from the Sona. 

|| from Massachusetts, who in an elaborate es F 

|; ment has attempted to show that no ame, ann 

|| of the Constitution is necessary; but, sir we 

|| can have a vote on this subject I will for 1 0 r 

| ing any reply to what has been said, a 1 will 


content myself with the passage of the rego! 
which is the object I have in view, to abolish els. 
very and prevent its existence hers after, J : 
language as reported by the committee will a¢ 
| complish these objects; and although it may po 
be the best possible form to the mind of every Spp. 
ator here, I wish him to reflect that it is impossi- 
ble for us all to agree upon the language. We 


have discussed this matter in committee. A 
its being now embodied in two sections that is q 
matter of taste; there is no importance in it, Per. 
haps it would be just as well in one. 

Mr.SUMNER. Why notalter itin that way? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir, I will not abicr 
it. LT cannotalter it. The committee considered 
this subject und deliberately agreed upon this 
| form. I have no authority to consent to unalt 
ation of it. The Senate can alterit. Ifeach Sep- 
ator thinks he can find better words and proceeds 
to offer other words, it will be for the Se: 
determine what words they will adopt. 

Mr. HOWARD. I believe the proposition now 
before the Senate is the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, and on that ques- 
tion | have one word to say. 

Mr. SUMNER. TheSenator will allow me to 
make aremark. Icannotresistthe appeal of my 
friend, the chairmain of the committee, and th: 
fore shall not pursue any of the propositions,a 
| wish to withdraw them. I merely wis! 
inyself right with my friends. I offered them 
sincerely with a desire to make a contribution to 
perfect the measure. [ now withdraw them 

Mr. HOWARD. I must object to 1 

drawal of the amendment, as | have the floor. | 
| desire, as I said before, to say one word on the 
subject of the amendment offercd by the Senator 
from Massachusetts. .The language of it is this, 
that all persons are free before the law. 

Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
enough to read it? 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Sec. 1. All persons are free before the law, so that no 
person can hold another as a slave, &c. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is a mistake. 
**equal.’’ 

Mr. HOWARD. It is written inthe handwrt- 
ing of the Senator from Massachusetts. e 

Mr.SUMNER. Itis “ equal,”’and not“ free. 

Mr. HOWARD. I regard it as very imma 
terial whether the word ‘free ’’ or ‘equal '8 
used in that connection. What I insist upon's 
this, that in a legal and technical sense that lan- 
guage is utterly insignificant and meaningless & 
a clause of the Constitution. I should like te 
Senator from Massachusetts, if he is able, cs 
state what effect this would have in law in acou™ 
of justice. Whatsignificance is given to the phrase 
**equal ’’ or ** free ’’ before the law ina common: 
‘| law court? It is not known atall. % 

Besides, the proposition speaks of all men veils 
/ equal. 1 suppose before the law a woman woul 
be equal to a man, a woman would be as free "I 
|| aman. A wife would be equal to her husban 
|| and as free as her husband before the law. 
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The learned Senator from Massachusetts, I 


rehend, has made a very radical mistake in 
yard to the application of this language of the 
French constitution. The purpose for which this 
language was used in the original constitution of 
the Fre neh republic of 1791, was to abolish ho- 
bility and privileged classes. It was a mere po- 
jiical reformation relating tg the political rights 
“¢Frenchmen, and nothing else. Jt wasto enable 
al Frenchmen to reach positions of eminence and 
honor in the French Government, and was in- 
vended for no other purpose whatever. It was 
never intended there as a means of abolishing 
slavery atall. The Convention of 1794 abolished 
slavery by another and separate decree expressly 
putting an end to slavery within the dominions 
of the French republic and all its colonies. 

Now, sir, | wish as much as the Senator from 
Massachusetts in making this amendment to use 
sienificant language, language that cannot be mis- 
taken or misunderstood; but I prefer to dismiss 
‘all reference to French constitutions or French 
codes, and go back to the good old Anglo-Saxon 
language employed by our fathers in the ordi- 
nance of 1787, an expression which has been ad- 
iudicated upon repeatedly, which is perfectly well 
‘understood both by the public and by judicial 
tribunals, a phrase, f may say further, which is 
peculiarly near and dear to the people of the 
Northwestern Territory, from whose soil slavery 
wasexcluded byit. I think itis well understood, 
well comprehended by the people of the United 
States, and that no court of justice, no magistrate, 
no person, old or young, can misapprehend the 
meaning and effect of that clear, brief, and com- 
prehensive clause. I hope we shall stand by the 
yeport of the committee, 

Mr.SUMNER. My proposition is withdrawn, 
he Chair understands. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 was going to make one remark 
in relation to the proposed verbiage of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. I think that that Senator 
and all Senators ought to be very guarded in the 
terms they adopt when they take $500,000,000 of 
property from other people, in which they have 
no interest themselves, and propose to give them 
no compensation for it. When the Parliament of 
England liberated the slaves in the West Indies 
they appropriated £20,000,000 as compensation 
to their owners. 

Sir, the owners of no property of that value ever 
voluntarily dispossessed themselves of it. When- 
ever any such legislation as that has taken place 
in the world the legislation has been of a power 
and by a people that did not own the property. 
If at the commencement of the war of 1812 a 
proposition had been made, by legislation or by 
achang® of the Constitution, to take all the ship- 
ping interest of New England, and the other States 
had been strong enough to carry such a meas- 
ure in the form of legislation or amendment of 
the Constitution, there did not live a man within 
the States of New England at that time but what 
would have been in open revolt against it. 

Here are these cchtletan: uninterested in slave 
property, and, with the exception of one or two 
in this body, having no interest whatever in it, 
who actually come up and propose to amend the 
Constitution and take that property from a great 
number of people more loyal than themselves, 
more true to their Government, more true to the 
‘rue principles of the Constitution and the Union, 
without making them onecent’s worth of compen- 
sation for that property. Everything isas smooth 
4S a marriage bell when men. who do not own the 
Property propose to take it from those who do own 
A bc no odds what the amount of it is, or 
condanee Gans it is to be done, if itis just in ace 
a ; with their will. Whatever a be the 

gin of that wilitis all fair, all propay; al politic. 
believe te eee epyerkins that Lassume | 
amending t a ragably true, that the power of 
abolition® a onstitution dees not authorize the 
amendment is I deny that the ower of 
way oe 's illimitable, I deny that it carries 
thooeel tp Sy ens the amending power may 

ercisé. I deny that the power of 
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amendment carries the power of revolution. It | 


is an absurdity to say that this power of amend- 
ment will impartthe power to change the Govern- 
ment and to establish amonarchy # the different 
departments and authorities authorized to enact 
the amendment choose toadopt it. Itcannot be 
done, legitimately at any rate. 

Mr. President, if the men whoare to pass this 
amendment were as much interestéd in this prop- 
erty as those who are opposing it here and else- 
where, there is not one of them but would be 
found in opposition to it. It isa very beautiful 
operation, to be sure. They say to us, ** We 
will take’from you your property; we will make 
you no compensation for it; and we will do itun- 
der the power to amend the Constitution.”’ Sir, 
property is a matter of State or domestic institu- 
tion. ‘The General Government have not legiti- 
mately, and were never intended to have, any ju- 
risdiction or authority over the subject of prop- 
erty. Whatsubjects should constitute property, 
how it should be regulated, whether it should 
exist and continue in one subject or be discon- 
tinued in another subject, are questions which 
were never intended to be intrusted to the Gen- 
eral Government. That is a great and funda- | 
mental feature of our Federal and State system 
of governments. The proposed amendment takes 
that principle to be true in relation to but one sub- 
jectof property; butif it strikes atit in relation to 
one subject of property, it may in relation to all. 

The power of amendment as now proposed to 
be exercised imports a power that would revolu- 
tionize the whole Government, and that would 
invest the amending power with a faculty of de- 
stroying and revolutionizing the whole Govern- 
ment. In my judgment, it is absurd to say that 
the power ofamendment, which is simply a power 


to reform, a power to improve, imports and au- | 


thorizes the exercise of a power to destroy. 

I think, if gentlemen are determined to abolish 
the property in slaves, they have as much right 
so to amend the Consitution as to make com- 
pensation to the owners of the property as they 
have to deprive the owners of that property of 


them. If they think the abolition of slavery and | 
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province of the Senator to withdraw it without 
the consent of the Senate, as no vote has been 
had upon it, and the yeas and nays have not been 
ordered. The amendment is withdrawn. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 1 wish to know whether 
the amendment I sent up some time since is now 
in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be in 
order asa substitute: but all the other amend- 
ments are first in order. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
tute for the whole, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


derstood the Senator. 


I offer mine as a substi- 


The Chair.so un- 
If no otheramendment be 
offered the Senator from Delaware proposes to 
strike outall of the words re ported by the commit- 
tee, and to insert what will be read. 
‘The Secretary read, as follows: 
Articre XIU. 


Sec. 1. All persons shall have the right peaceably tons 
semble and worship God according to the dictates of their 


} own conscience, 


Sec.2. The use of the public press shall not be obstruet 
ed; but criminal publications made in one State againstthe 
lawlulinstitutions of another State shall not be allowed. 
Sec. 3. The right of citizens to free and lawful speech 
in public assemblies shall not be denied. Access of citizens 


| to the ballot box shall not be obstructed either by civil or 


military power. The military shall always be subordinate 
to the existing judicial authority over citizens. The priv 
ilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall never be suspended 
in the presence of the judicial authority. 

Sec. 4. The militia of a State or of the United States 
shall not be employed to invade the lawful rights of the peo 
ple of any of the several States ; butthe United States shall 
not be hereby deprived of the right and power to defend 


| and protect its property and rights within the limits of apy 


the depriving of so many loyal owners of such a | 


large amount of property is such an exercise of 


authority as that the permanent good of the na- | 
tion requires it to be done, they ought to have | 


the grace, the justice, the magnanimity to make 
provision for a reasonable compensation to the 
owners of that property which they take from | 
the owners. They have as much power to make 
the compensation as they have to take the prop- 
erty from them. 

But, sir, in a closing word, | make my protest 
against men who have no interest in such a large 
amount of property as the slave property owned 
by the loyal people of the United States, under- 
taking to seize this property without any com- 
pensation, ruthiessly, unjustly, and in defiance 
of the guarantee of property and of justice that the 


Constitution and Government of the United States | 


gave to allits people. Although I know thatthe 


{ 
: 
protest of an angel would not be heard, much | 
less the protest of as feeble a worm as I am, | | 
make my last protest against a class of gentle- | 


men, against a portion of the people of the United 


States, against the great preponderating sectional | 
power of the United States, depriving loyal own- | 


ers of millions of property, without having the 
justice, the magnanimity, or the grace to make 
the least provision for compensation, as the Eng- 


lish Parliament did to the slavehoiders in the-| 


West India islands. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I should be glad if I had 
the time to reply to some of the remarks of the 
Senator from ‘Kentucky; but | will forbear doing 
so, hoping that we shall now come to a vote. On 
some future occasion I may answer him. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Massachusetts may withdraw his amendment, if 
there be no objection. 

Mr.SUMNER. Itis entirely within my power, 
ag the yeas and nays have not been ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDEN. It is within the 


of the States. 

Src. 5. Persons held to service or Jabor for life, in any 
State under the laws thereof, may be taken into any Tes 
ritory of the United States south of north latitude 36° 30, 
and the right to such service or labor shall not be impaired 
thereby, and the territorial Legislature thereot shall have 
the exclusive right to make and shall make all needful 
rules and regulations for the protection of such right, and 
also for the protection of such persons; but Congress or 
any territorial Legislature shall not have power to iinpair or 
abolish such right of service im the said ‘Territory while in 
a territorial condition withoutthe consent of all the States 
south of said latitude which maintain such service. 

Sec. 6. Involuntary servitude, except for crime, shall 
not be permanently established within the District setapart 
for the seat of Government of the United States; but the 
right of sojourn in such District with persons held to ser 
vice or labor for life shall not be denied. 

Src. 7. When any Territory of the United States south 
of north latitude 36° 30/ shall have a population equal to 
the ratio of representation for one member of Congresa, and 
the people thereof shall have formed a constituuion tor a 
republican form of government, it shall be admitted as a 
State into the Union, on an equal footing with the other 
States; andthe people may insucl constitution either pro- 


| hibit or sustain the right to involuntary labor or service, 


1] 
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| 


and alter or amend the constitution at their will. 
Sec. 8. The present right of representation in section 
two, article one, of this Constitution, shall not be altered 


| without the consent of all the States maintaining the right 


to involuntary service or labor south of latitude 36° 30’, but 
nothing in this Constitution or its amendments shall be 
construed to deprive any State south of said latitude 36° 30 
of the right of abolishing involuntary servitude at its will. 

Sec. 9. The regulation and control of the right to labor 
or service in any of the States south of latitude 26° 30 Is 
hereby recognized to be exclusively the right of each State 
within its own limite; and this Constitution shall not be 
altered or amended to impair this right of each State with- 
out its consent: Provided, This article shall not be con- 
strued to absolve the United States from rendering assist- 
ance to suppress insurrections or domestic violence, when 
called upon by any State, as provided in section four, 
article four, of this Constitution. 

Sec.10. No State shall pass any law in any way inter- 
fering with or obstructing the recovery of fugitives from 
justice, or from labor or service, or any law of Congress 
made under article four, section two, of this Constitution ; 
and all laws in violation of this section may,on complaint 
made by any person or State, be declared void by the Su 
preme Court of the United States. 

Sec. ll. Asa right of comity between the several States 
south of latitude 46° 30’ the right of transit with persons held 
to involuntary labor or service from one State to another 
shall not be obstructed, but such persons shall not be 
brought into the States north of said latitude. 

Sc. 12. The traffic in slaves with Africa is hereby for- 
ever prohibited on pain of death and the forfeiture of ait 
the rights and property of persons engaged therein ; and 
the descendants of Africans shall not be citizens 

Sec. 13. Alleged fugitives from labor or service, on re~ 
quest, shat! have a trial by jury betore being r turned. 

Sec. 14. All alleged fugitives charged with crime com- 
mitted in violation of the laws of a State shall have the 
right of trial by jury, and ifsuch person claims to be a cit 
zen of another State, shall have a right of appeal or of a 
writ oFerrortothe Guprem¢ Court ofthe United States, 
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Seo. 15. All acts of any inhabitant of the United States || trineswhen they may become convenientto them, || rience of my life and in My practices, | y 
(Ming to incite persons held to service or laborto insur- || That has not been my course of policy or my || allow any person to say that he has tat Jow Ins 
rection or acts ol domestic violence, or to abscond, are habit of conduct from. my youth upward in the kind to the people of that race than | N tthoge questt 
hereby prohibited and declared to be a penal offense; cc’ Ss ; shich TE have lived I say this || myself, and I have see ; , lave L bey \ 
and ail the courts of the United States shall be open to || Various States in which avelved. sm y j y ° e seen mur h of them. 1 ‘ 
suppress and punish such offenses at the suitof any citizen much,and there are men of the Re yublican party i] But we are undertaking now here to antag ae 
of the United States or the suit of any State. high in office to-day who might not have been well || them, and with what? ‘To antagonize thems > . : 
waite eter res or tie Mn taited States || in health at this time had itnot been for my main- || immediately the ascendant white race of thes. mr ; 
shall be suppressed ; and no State or the people thereof shall || Wining them in their young manhood when it where they belong; and what must be the reg . oe 
withdraw trom this Union without the consent of three || happened to be my opportunity. Therefore I || We hear what is said now with regard to 1, James 
fourths of all the States, expressed by an amendment pro shall not be set down in any place by any man as present position. It comes from eis neve ‘ A J 
rae a oe in the manner provided in article fve || ) person who does not love freedom in all its || who go as missionaries and who enue ghaente ol a 
Src. 17. Whenever any State wherein Involuntary ser- | forms. the employment of the Government into the Sout, . te 
vitude is recognized or allowed shall propose toabolish such | I have protested, as I did a few days since, || for the purpose of taking care of these moo.1. = 
rervitude, and shall apply for pecuniary assistance therein, |) against these controversies that are not germane Along the shores of the Mississippi th i Th 
ee eee ecu ar open eemaae. hat || to the business of the Federal Congress or to the | wanderers without a roof under which a ¢m 
Congress shall not propose such abolishment or relief to || Government as it is to-day with the legitimate without food to support theiranimal syst, a tar a ng 
any State offices on its hands. I do not believe that from |} people, men, women, and infants, “Thee... ae 
Congress may assist free persons of African descent to |) Maine, or Vermont, or New Hampshire, or Mas- || facts that have thrust themselves upon theeo,,, bene 
emigrate and colonize Africa, : sachusetts, or Connecticut, or Rhode Island, or || try, and with which every man in the ee publi 
Sec. 18. Duties on imports may be imposed for revenue ; : ? > j are Nehale jg whicl 
but shall not be excessive or prohibitory in amount. from any northern or eastern State there comes a || conversant. It may be within our pleasure 4 me 
Sec. 19. When all of the several States shal! have abol- || man who is more attached to the establishment || make these evils more complete. It may be y = 18 
ished slavery, then and thereafter slavery or involuntary || and maintenance of free institutions than I am || the pleasure of our ignorance to say these thino et 
ee eer oe tea ~ || myself. But I was told in my youth that it was |/ are true and just and right; but nature revolta x TI 
of the United States, and they shall be forever free. | the duty of a lad to speak the truth, and it grew || the affirmation; truth gives it a firm denja! | rt 
Sec. 20. The provisions of this article relating to invol- || into my manhood, and I dare maintain it here as |} will not admit that 1 am less the friend of the peo, . sie 
s untary labor or servitude shall not be altered without dhe |) | have maintained it always, as far as my best || ple of the African race than any other gentlema, “te 
a CORSENE €F GN Cae Henles ManNEang SUSS aervitnde. judgment and my highest conscience permitted, || on this floor, even the champion from Massachy. Al 
a Mr. SAULSBURY. In offering these pro- | J think with regard to these movements that || setts. I would be their friend, I would seal anni 
a, osed amendments to the Constitution of the || we are by them doing our country a great wrong. | and preserve them, as I would the men who oc. Cola 
u Cinited States, I wish to say that there are em- || I say it not because | please to say it, for I say it || cupied our groves and fields and hills before A | 
the bodied in them some things which, as « private || with a sense of pain. We are doing our country || Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock; but it ms: for th 
; ‘ : citizen, | would not approve; some things thatdo || and our people agreat wrong, and then we are do- || be done by just and wise policy, and not by yyy 4 | 
| not meet my personal approbation; but consider- |) ing to another people a great wrong. Theevening || of these extravagant measures not asked {i é; Gas] 
A ae ing the situation in which we are placed and the || alter we passed the bill to abolish slavery in the demanded by the day, but sought forby aercedy Al 
;z state of the country, I have been willing to meet || District of Columbia, | wentto my lodgings, quite | appetite which, maddened With @ present sens: Justit 
ft the great questions involved in the controversy || late in the evening. A colored man who was the || of power, seeks to accomplish to-day what they to co 
in the spirit of compromise and concession. For || dining-roomservant, anda very polite man, waited || fear may not be within their grasp to-morrow Al 
instance, as an original question I would not have || upon me alone at the dinner table. He was evi- || Against all such policy and all such conduct | Danii 
agreed to any prohibition with reference to sla- || dently enjoying what he seemed to regard a tri- || shall protest as a man, in the name of humanity Al 
very in the District where the capital of the United {| umph for his people. I said to him, ‘* Frederick, || and of law and of truth and of religion. ; Darit 
States is situated; but knowing the feelings en- || do notbe rejoiced; itmay happenasaconsequence |} The VICE PRESIDENT. The question js A 
gendered and excited on that question, | have || of this act and other things that will follow this || on the passage of the joint resolution, upon which Willi 
waived my personal opinions, and offer this || present action that they might as well take you || the yeas and nays have been ordered. Al 
simply as a compromise. I shall make no speech || to the Potomac and drown you.”? I look upon |} The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, of th 
in behalf of these propositions. ‘They were ma- || this policy as being a policy for sacrificing the || Mr. HENDRICKS, (when Mr. Buckatew’s act to 
tured by men more learned in the law than my- || whole of the colored people now occupying parts || name was called.) I desire tosay that Mr. Bock: office 
self,and submitted to me for my approval. {| || of this Republic. It has fallen within my own || aLew is not able to be in his seat to-day, and he and 
have consented to offer them to the Scnate of the || experience to sce a beautiful valley, | think the || expressed a wish that Ishould say that if he we: Al 
United States as a peace offering. | offer them || most beautiful in the world, the valley of Napa. || present he would vote against the proposition. and a 
in that spirit. Without attempting toenter into || [tis from ten to three miles m width; it is about | The call of the roll having concluded, the result and f 
any argument to enforce them upon the consid- |} thirty miles long. In the valley of Napa grow || was announced—yeas 38, nays 6; as follows: On 
eration of Senators, I will content myself simply {} up the tallest oaks that I have ever seen or wit- | YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, ( Senat 
with their presentation and let the Senate vote |{ nessed in my time, beautiful groves, a country jainer, Conness, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Fur, 
upon them. such as is notin my judgment (and | am so told | peseen het oa ee pee hee gre Te set rg i 
The amendment to the amendment was not || by men who have traveled throughout the world, ies, inal emia Pantera, demere, iene 
agreed to; there being, ona division—ayes 2, noes |} which I have not done) paralleled in Spain, or | Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, 
not counted, Italy, or France. About the time that I first } Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson—38. The 
The amendment made as in Committee of the || found myself on the western shores of this con- aan See at cenmeatane, eEeagen, Seem, the C 
W hole was concurred in, tinent, there were twenty-five thousand native eee : Th 
The joint resolution was ordered to be en- || population; they may be called in one sense free || The VICE PRESIDENT announced that the 
grossed fora third reading, and wasread the third || Americancitizens, When lL leftmy home to come || joint resolution, having received the concurrence 
time. | here intothe Federal Senate, there were not two || of two thirds of the Senators present, was passed Mr 
Mr. POWELL, The Constitution requiresus, || hundred of them. ‘They had been destroyed by Its title was amended to read: A joint resolution lege, 
I believe, to take the question on the passage of || our own people, by our vices, our Juxuries, and || submitting to the Legislatures of the several States Elect 
such a resolution as this by yeas and nays. our violence. a proposition to amend the Constituyon of the Brool 
Mr. McDOUGALL. Before the final vote is | have no doubt the Senator from Indiana was || United States. PORT congr 
taken I think it due to myself to make a few re- || correct when he stated yesterday that two hun- Mr, SAULSBURY. [rise simply to say that the re 
marks, so that my exact position in regard to this || dred and fifty thousand of the people of African |} [ now bid farewell to any hope of the reconstruc: upon 
whole question can be understood. descent in this country had been prematurely de- || tion of the American Union. | ; rh 
it may be known to at least one or two gentle- || stroyed. This policy will ingulf them, Itisas || Mr. McDOUGALL. I desire to ask a ques- Res 
men upon this floor that for more than a quarter || simple a truth as has ever been taught by any || tion for the purpose of understanding @ rating of et 
of a century I have been the friend of freedom || history. ‘The slaves of ancient time were notthe || the Chair, The ruling, I understand, 1s co _ “he 
and free institutions in the Republic of which I || slaves of adifferentrace. ‘The Romanscompelled || vote as it stands now has no relation to thes a in this 
amacitizen. Itdoes not become any man to boast; || the Gaul and the Celt, brought them to their own || not represented on the floor. I think our vot gressi 
but 1 have the right to say that in the far West, || country, and some of them became great poets, |] now being a final vote should have relation _- M 
when to favor free institutions was regarded by || and some eloquent orators, and some accom. || the States as recognized under the eee hp norit 
the populace as criminal, in the very year in which || plished wits, and they became citizens of the re- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair vm tins | 
Lovejoy was killed at Alton, I, a stranger to all || public of Greece, and of the republic of Rome, || thata I, of all the Senators is 8 Gear ded Th 
those consequences, entertaining the opinions | || and of the empire. ‘This is not the condition of || and two thirds of the number voting, ee Res. 
now entertain, and which opinions I have not || these persons with whom we are now associated || a quorum votes, is sufficient to pass any vara his se: 
changed, did myself march upon fifty rifles of |} and about whose affairs we undertake to estab- || tion proposing an amendment to the Const the sey 
Kast Tennesseeans and Kentuckians, mad with {| lish administration. They can never commingle |} tion. . ie Th 
wine, who were undertaking to mob afew young || with us. It may not be within the reading of Mr. McDOUGALL. I only desire the pri é order 
gentlemen from Massachusetts and New Hamp- || some learned Senators, and yet it belongs todem- || lege of saying that such is not the opinion} & M: 
shire because they had signed a petition to abolish || onstrated science, that the African race and the |} tertain, for Vj 
slavery in the Districtof Columbia, and I quelled || Europeans are different, and I here now say itas ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. Th 
that mob. I did it alone. a fact established by science that the eighth gen- On motion of Mr. GRIMES, it was and 
I was born in the North; I early went to the |) eration of the mixed race formed by the union of Ordered, 'T the Senate adjourns to-day, it be 
West, and became acquainted with these contro- |j the African and European cannot continue their || meet on Basen ao oT, . 
versies, maintaining the opinions of my youth. || species. Quadroons have few children; with | HOUSE Mr 
I maintain them now, and have done so since [| || octoroons reproduction is impossible. It estab- MESSAGE FROM THE : “. the fe 
came into this Senate Chamber. It is convenient |j lishes as a law of nature that the African has no A message from the House of Represent side re 
for men who seek to run with the current of the || proper relation to the European, Caucasian blood. || by Mr. Lorn, its Chief Clerk, announel, | ves 
stream, or to float with the tide, to espouse doc- would have them kindly treated. In the expe- |] the House of Representatives had passed the ' 
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bills and joint resolutions; in which it re- providing for an ad valorem tax upon all sales of bonds, 
ing p - 
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“ . segs eee . ' ; lic purposes, and not simply for the private in- 
vit Pi loving te congurrence ofthe Senate: || sucks specie, el cir, wrchandio of vary drvcrt: | tereate ofthe eity of Washington. 
> LT be, A bill ( i 10 ty Cluildren;?” eee j all other incorporated companies, 7 oan also — -_ not more than one tenth ' 
. lless omen ¢t ithe aes ; 1} 3 © proper in this et as owne ; 
AL onizs - bill No. 388) for the relief of Jesse Wil- | PETER PSA FOR = DISTRICT. odedudauna. Satiecl belived; eat = be ; 
CM with liam; ses tiagedted the danol U Mr. HOLMA N. I call for the regular order. ae by = highest authority, that a little more 
re South A joint resolution (I ~ ct re ts ¢ ane o | Che SE EAKER stated the business in order to oe one half of all the property in the eity of 
e result? James H. McCulloch to the — o! a ] be House bill No. 169, authorizing the construc. || ashington is owned by the General Govern- 
to their A joint resolution a re ane the i || tion of a penitentiary, jail, and house of correction || ment. Not one cent of tax is laid upon that 
persons of Charles Wilkes to 4 oa a ieee |} in and for the District of Columbia, reported from ] poy for me oo! of this city. The tax 
Zerits by A joint resolution (No, 62) for Ol relief of A. | the Committee of the Whole on the state of the i] which accrued in 1858 upon the private property 
he South g Clark, postmaster at Harrison, Ohio. } Union with a substitute, the pending motion being of this city was near two hundred thousand dol- 
people. : ‘The me ssage further announced that thesHouse || to lay upon the table made by the gentleman from lars. Now, there is here _ equal amount of 
hey are of Representatives had passed the bill of the Sen- | Illinois, [Mr. W asupurne.) | property belonging to the General Government 
ae one (NO. 12) extending the time within which the | Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I ask the gentleman || wh ch is untaxed. Is there any impropriety or 
tem, logt States and ‘Territories may — t the grant of || from Illinois to withdraw that motion so that | || justice in having that property taxed for the 
hese are lands made by the act entitled n act donating may move to strike out the fourth section. || purposes set forth in this bill, the punishment of 
he coun. sublic lands to the several States and Territories || Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The bill pro- | criminals and the correction of juvenile offenders? 
eniate ig which may provide colleges for the benefit of ag- vides for the erection not only of a penitentiary, | . We should remember that many of these crim- 
asuire riculture and the mechanic arts,”’ approved July | but ; jail ~ house ? correction. oe I do || ed a ip by - eee a 
ye wit! 9 1862 ws - ciadeie not Know but it ma e necessary to make an S18 the capital of the nation anc 1e rendez- 
= ; “om 2, Ip ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. | appropriation by Seoinests for a jail and a house || vous of the Army in its passage southward and 
evolts at The message further announced thatthe Speaker || of correction. If the Committee for the District || westward, Such characters congregate here as 
enial. | of the House of Representatives had signed the fol~ || of Columbia will agree to report back the bill in || they do at the capital of every State and of every 
‘the peo- lowing enrolled bills; which thereupon received | that way | will withdraw my motion to lay upon || great nation. Is there any Injustice in having a 
ntlemar the signature of the Vice I resident: | the table. || part of the funds of the General Government 
assachy- A bill (S. No. 79) to incorporate Providence | Mr. TRACY. I havea motion pending to re- || appropriated, and that a very small portion, for 
} protect hospital in the city of Washington, District of || commit which has that object in view. || the purpose of the correction and punishment of 
who oc- Columbia; . : _ || Mr. STEELE, of New York. Gentlemenecan |) ome thrown largely into this Distriet by these 
efore th 4 pill (S. No. 82) concerning notaries public || ove instructions to the Committee for the Dis- | circumstances? | believe the constitutional ques- 
it it must for the District of ¢ rolumbia; ' trict of Columbia. tion has be en settled, and it now is only a ques- 
t by any { bill (S. No. 155) to incorporate the Union Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 withdraw || on of policy, shall we appropriate $300,000 at 
ed for of Gos-Light Company of the District of Columbia; || my motion to lay upon the table with that un- || this time for this purpose, when the country isin 
‘agreedy A bill (S. No. 163) to authorize the Columste || derstanding. || this great war to secure supremacy of the Govern- 
ont sens Jnstitution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind Mr HUBBARD, of lowa. I move the follow- | ment and the independence of the people? : 
vhat they to confer degrees; : ing instructions: | It must be remembered that at the present time 
-Morrow A bill (H. R. C. ©. No. 114) for the relief of || ita lhc th aalii a sentelt __ || all of the expenses of the trial and punishment 
. > ‘ 2 : a penitentiary and report a . eat teckel Pa . 
conduct | Danie! Wormer; : || bill appropriating for a jail and house of correction. of these « riminals are defrayed by the General 
iumanity A bill (H. R. C. C. No. 115) for the relief of || Mie MORRIS. of Ohi ‘ ; Government. ‘This bill proposes that $100,000 
Darius 8. Cole; . hink t - “a ; No. 2 Ir. Speaker, I do \| of the whole amount required shall be taken from 
estion is A bill (H. R. C. ©, No. 116) for the relief of not thin mars ve doing my duty if I did not || the taxes laid upon the people of this District to 
in hich William G. Brown; ask that the question of a penitentiary should be || juild this penitentiary, so that the expense shall 
A bill (H. R. No. 302) to amend section nine em in a eo other. If ay House | be divided. But if it is the judgment of this 
oll, of te act approved July 17, 1862, entitled * An |} Fefuses to make an appropriation for that pur- || [Louse that this is not the proper time for put- 
CKALEW's act to define the pay and emoluments of certain me ee a ee a) =. 7 eee to consent || ting up these buildings, | can heartily acquiesce 
Mr. Boek- officers of the Army, and for other purposes;” || 1 the recommittal of the bill with a view to the || jn that judgment. [have no great earnestness of 
y, and he ant striking out of all _ relates to a penitentiary | || feeling upon the sabject. But there were one or 
if he were A bill (H. R. No. 373) to appoint an appraiser ys eee I — * ae wy duty. _, || two remarks uttered yesterday by the gentleman 
sition, and assistant appraiser for the port of Portland, ab 48 Japon ee sae ae ae . || from Hlinois (Mr. Wasusurne) to which IT do 
the result and for other purposes. : Tl nore bailed _ = oe : eee ; — ' —_ 4 | wish to call the attention of the Hlouse. It was 
ollows: On motion of Mr. LANE, of Indiana, the || f Pied cae eh a ee ea gg nr || admitted by himself that a large part of his re- 
Clark, Col Senate adjourned. - tenn el Bouse Or Corres tows pen || marks was simply a figure of speech, a sort of 
enden, Post, the committee will know what todo. But I think |) Oriental picture, no doubtresulting from his having 
Henderson SylAL 1a su ie itimperative upon me, and upon the Committee || hisnativity downeast, [shall notattemptin these 
e of Kansas, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. for the District of Columbia, to insist that there || brief remarks to answer his eloquent frenzy, for 
ag sco Fripay, April 8, 1864. shall be some action which will indicate to them || {| | ave not the physical force todo that. A man's 


Ths Pouss ules 4k twelve bitlack P that this House will not make an appropriation 

t Che ee Ww at Canuiiio rayer OY |! fora penitentiary and jail. 

TheJoureal of yodlerday whatead and approved Mr. TRACY. With the permission of the | 
; Pr atte hay * 1} gentleman, lL desire to say thatif this proposition 


brains ought to lie in his knuckles in order to do 
that appropriately. But there are two points ta 
which f desire to call the attention of the House, 
I find in the morning papers these remarks: 


gall, Powell, 


ed that the 


yncurrence MISSOURI CONTESTED ELECTION. should be adopted by the House | should con- “Mi. Wasunurne, of Iilinois,after saying that the gen- 
as passed, Mr. GANSON Il rise toa question of privi- | sider it an instruction to the committee to bring || deman — New ne = Se ~— 
MT. UALNSUIN, s ; ° ° wat alate ° a * || lecture to the committee, asked where thase letters ha 
resolution I ge. I submit a report from the Committee of || '" & bill ae re erection “ a hous ™ | been found; and, among other things, remarked that the 
eral States Elections in the ease of contest between John P. || correction. should deem it a specific instruc- gentleman had voted for a swindle—tor an appropriation of 


on of the sr00 ‘niamin wn tion upon that point,and should consider that we 
’ vooks and Benjamin F. Loan, from the seventh I 


congressional district of Missouri, and ask that had nothing else to consider. It would not be | 
the resolutions be read, and that the report be laid || OUF province to consider whether the matter was 


$135,000 to enlarge the Charlestown navy-yard.’ 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Where does 


the gentleman find that report of my remarks? 


0 say that 


econstruc- upon the table and ordered to be printed. proper or not proper to be done, but 1 should re- | . Mr. PATTERSON. In the Morning Chron- 
‘ The Clerk read as follows: gard ; iL be our duty to bring in abill fora build- 1 icle, and the statement corresponds with my rec- 
SK a ques: Resolved, That Benjami 7 Hig of that sort. | ollection of the gentleman’s remarks, 
solved, njamin F. Loan is not entitled to.a 5 el een ; 
a ruling of seat in this House oe Representative from the seventh Mr. SPALDING. I move to amend the in- || Mr. WASHBURNE,of Illinois, My remarks 
is that the Congressional distriet of Missouri. st ‘uctions so as to instruct the committee to report || are published in the Globe, which, L believe, ia 
o the States nanan ans sabe B. wt * ty setted %.2 samt al ill for the construction of a house of correction. || the official organ of Congress. 
“ata % SC as @ epresenté seve on- y . rm . . . i} , wor : y . 
k our vole gressioual district of Missouri, The SPEAKER. That is the natare of the || Mr. PATTERSON. [remember and will an- 
jation to a Mr. UPSON . . . instructions now pending || swer to my recollection of the gentleman’s re- 
Ag Pig Mr. UPSON, 2 mi- oe 5: : y n 
nstitution. nority of N. I submit the views of the mi Mr. PATTERSON. When this matter was || marks, and he was understood by other members 
‘hate rules rity of the committee, and ask that the resolu- : 1] 
Chair ru tion which accom tea ions. d up y: sterday it was stated by one gentleman upon || of this House as f understood him, and 1 believe 
a quorum, The Clerk | ania Sire this fioor that the General Government had ap- || the disting shed chairman of the Naval Commit- 
“idhed i¢ Clerk read as follows: , - a 
pe Revoleed, That Beniami ; __ || propriated $5,000,000 for private purposes in the || tee replied to the accusation that that committee 
any reso™ his sett ta this Rouse ee Rinse cee oi city of Washington, Now, sir, that was not || had brought in here a ‘ swindle” and asked the 
e Constitt: the seventh congressional district of Missourt. ' original with the gentleman who uttered it. I || members of this House to vote for it. 
The several : remember that in 1858 Mr. Johnson, of Tennes- || Now, all | have to say is that if I voted far a 
iti reports we ble and are ’ Sef : 
e the priv ordered to be atahed re laid upon the tablea see, stated the same thing in the other end of the || ** swindle’? on the Government of $135,000, 1 
pinion | et Mr.GANSON. Lask that this case be set down || Capitol, and, sir, the position which he took was || had a great deal of very good company. I had 
or Wednesda of next week thoroughly refuted by Senator Wilson and Sen- || some of the most respectable and intelligent mem-~ 
i. The SPEAKER. It is a question of privilege, || t°T Seward at that time. There had been 1 bers of this House to bear me company in that 
- and the gentleman can call it up at any time $5,000,000 appropriated by the Government of || matter; and, sir, [ think it was hardly courteous 
o-day, it be y . the United States for general purposes in thecity || to this House or to any member of it for the gen- 
; TAXATION OF STOCK SALES, ETC. of Washington; but out of that was taken a suf- || tleman to rise in his Pas and accuse another 
i Mr. ODELL, by unanimous consent, submitted || ficient amount to pave Pennsylvania avenue; out || member of having voted for a swindle of $135,000. 
: vs the following resolution; which was read, con- {| of that also was taken a large amount for im- {| I followed in that matter the lead of the high 
ne tae sidered, and agreed to: provements of the Mall, and another part was | minded and distinguished chairman of the Naval 
ae ie fol: ema That the Committee of Ways and Means be taken out for improvements of the triangular res- || Committee, [Mr. Rice, of Massachusetts. | That 
sse ted 


to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill || ervations within the city. These are ull for pub- \| committee had given this matter a thorough in- 
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vestigation, and they brought forward this prop- 
osition, and said that the demands of the country 
were such that we should vote for that appropri- 
ation. Before voting upon it I also asked the ad- 
vice and opinion of the distinguished member of 
the Committee of Waysand Means from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr, Hooper.| Hesaid that he regarded 
itas a fair compensation for what might be re- 


ceived. He said also that now was an opportunity 
which we might never have again for enlarging the 
operations of the navy-yard at Charlestown. And 
I thougk that this was very good authority for 
me to actupon in the absence of personal knowl- 
edge of the facts. I had no idea, under such cir- 
cumstances, that I was voting fora *‘ swindle’”’ on 
this Government; and yet the gentleman from 
Illinois comes forward and accuses me of so vot- 
ing. Why, sir, lL called to mind in giving my vote 
that this navy-yard lies just at the footef Bunker 
Iiitl. lremembered, sir, that the shadows of the 
shaft that rises on that glorified summit are cast 
across thatancient receptacle of naval power; and 
I remembered also that it is appropriate that the 
operations of that navy-yard should be extended 
so as to be made commensurate with the proud 
history of that splendid State—a history that can 
never be forgotten to the ** last syllable of recorded 
time.”’ 

Again, the gentleman said that I had voted for 
another ‘*swindle’’ in this House; that I had 
voted to withdraw nearly one hundred thousand 
dollars out of the Treasury of the United States 
for shells and percussion caps. [| must correct the 
gentieman in that matter, That proposition was 
brought up by the distinguished member from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Moorneap.] He moved that 
the claim be referred to the Court of Claims. 
Now, sir, | knew nothing about that claim. It 
must be remembered that 1 am a new member 
upon this floor. I believe that the proposition 
had been before the House at the last session of 
Congress. I supposed that the Court of Claims 
was the proper tribunal to investigate such claims, 
and | therefore voted for it. The gentleman, if 
he willtake the trouble to Jook in the record, will 
find my vote recorded in favor of referring the 
claim to that court. Was there anything im- 
proper in that? Now, sir, | was somewhat as- 
tonished that a gendeman of his experience on 
this floorand of his reputation for ability through- 
out this country should find it necessary, in 
order to defend his own position before his con- 
stituents and the country, to come in here and 
mar my brief political record of four months apon 
this floor, Was if necessary for him to mis- 
represent the trath in order that he might place 
himself right before the country? This ts the 
fact in relation to this case,and nothing more and 
nothing less can be made of it. 
sentation of facts. 

Mr. KASSON. Lask the gentleman from New 
Hampshire to yield to me for a single momentto 
suy,as | was one of those gentlemen who enter- 
tained doubts originally as to the propriety of the 
purchase of this additional ground at the Charles- 
town nav y-yard, that those doubts were removed 
by subsequent personal inspection, 


lt is a misrepre- 


1 I have been 
on the ground since that vote was taken, and I 
not only regret that a general charge against itas 
aswindle has been made on the floor of the House, 
hut T desire now to say emphatically that after 
that inspection and after inquiring of gentlemen 
on the ground, | am satisfied that this purehase 
was needed for the use of that nayy-yard, and 
that the price paid was as nearly what it is worth 
as could possibly be arrived at in almost any busi- 


ness transaction between man and man for the 
purchase of rope rtyv. 


Mr. PATTERSON. 
very generous and a little too credulous, perhaps, 
in voting those appropriations, but the gentleman 
must pardon something to the fact that lama 
novus homo on this floor. I have but lately en- 


tered the field, sir, and may make some mistakes 
in my votes here, Bvt the gentleman saw fit to 
drag up my brief record and hold it up here inan 
invidious comparison with his bright and glorious 
carecr of ten years on this floor; and there let it 
stand. Tam willing to abide the judgment of my 
peers upon this floor or of my peers outside of 


this House on any vote which I have cast ormay | 


east here, Sir, perhaps afier I shall have had a 
little more experience in legislation I shall bring 
my votes to accord more exactly to the popular 


Sir, I may have been | 
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standard of economy marked out by the gentle- | 
man, but until | have had that experience the | 
gentleman must pardon any indiscretion on my 
part. ‘Time will cure all that. 

All that I have to say in relation to this matter | 
is simply this—and I wish to make the remark as 
a general one, and as not referring particularly to 
the gentleman from Ilinois—that if any man on 
this floor dares to charge me with having willfully 
voted here a corruption fund, or voted for a fraud 
of $135,000, I hurl back the infamous charge with 
ineffable scorn and contempt into his teeth. It 
was an insult not to myself alone, but to all the 
gentlemen on this flooc who voted for that meas- 
ure. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed, without amendment, an act (H.R. C.C. 
No. 114) for the relief of Daniel Wormer; 

An act (H. R. C. C. No. 115) for the relief of 
Darius S. Cole; 

An act (H. R. C. C. No. 116) for the relief of 
William G. Brown; and 

An act (H.R. No. 373) to appoint an appraiser 





| and assistant appraiser for the port of Portland, 


and for other purposes. 

Also, an act (H. R. No. 287) to change the 
name of the district and port of Presque Isle to 
the district and port of Erie, with an amendment, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had agreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill (S. No. 155) to in- 
corporate the Union Gas-Light Company of the 
District of Columbia. 


PENITENTIARY FOR THE DISTRICT——AGAIN. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I must con- 
fess, Mr. Speaker, that lam somewhat surprised 
that my distinguished friend from New Hamp- 
shire should, after resting on it during the night, 
have come into the House this morning to deliver 
himself as he has done on the little episode that 
took place here yesterday. He need not have told 
us, sir, that he was a new member, because I 





think if he had been a little older member he 


would not have taken this little matter quite so 
much to heart. Lam sorry he is disturbed. I did 


| not intend to disturb hinror to reflect upon him 


| escape in that way. 


in any way. 

3ut the gentleman will remember that this is a 
matter of his own introduction. Because | saw 
fit to oppose a bill proposing to take out of the 
Treasury $4,000—that pitifal little suam—to buy 
a steam fire-engine for the city of Washington, 
the gentleman from New Hampshire addressed 
the committee conveying the idea that I had be- 
come very eloquentona very small matter. Now, 
sir, | never become eloquent ona very small or on 
a very big matter. 

Mr. PATTERSON, I wish to say, sir, that 
I did not speak of the gentleman. My remark 
was a general one; and the gentlemen from Illi- 
nois saw fit to take it up for reasons best known 
to himself. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understand 
that, sir. The gentleman undoubtedly meant to 
referto me. He does not deny it, and he cannot 
The gentleman insinuated 
that while I grow eloquent on these very little 


| things I was willing to vote for the largest and 


most extravagant appropriations, and particularly 
the ship canals. Of course thatdid not mean me. 
{Laughter.} I looked upon all this very good- 
naturedly, I did not suppose that there was any- 
thing intended butas mere badinage, which I took 
from my distinguished friend from New Hamp- 
shire with all the grace and good nature which he 


and everybody else knows belongs to me. [Laugh- 
| ter.] As to the matter of larger appropriations 


_ my distinguished friend from lowa [Mr. Kasson} 


| L intend to stand by my position in regard to this 


{ where | stood yeaterga - Isaw that my friend 
ha fo 


to which the gentleman referred, | thought it ap- 
propriate and just to refer a little to the record of 
my friend, to which he takes so much exception. 
I merely say to my friend, with all my good na- 
ture, that when I say a thing understandingly I 
generally stand to1i. And novwithstanding that 


has come to the rescue of my no less distinguish 
friend from New Hampshire, [Mr. Parrerson,] 


Charlestown navy-yard. I stand to-day just 


d voted—for what does not deny it; that 


—_—_———- 





. 
April § 
he had voted against striking out an 9 ; 

tion of $135,000 for the purchase of a... 
land for the Charlestown navy-yard aa. a f 
that was not only extravagantand stories : 
that has since been charged to have beena «,. 
die.’’ I had information about the fact —— 
tried to get the attention of the Committee ee 
Whole to my information. When the a : 
the debate in Committee of the Who! 

of the Union reached Boston, a letter was we 
to me by one of the most distinguished Citizens of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, and its stai; ne 
were afterwards corroborated by the mayo, . 
Charlestown, whom I saw.. These men charent 
in the first place that this piece of ground wa... 
nee for any of the purposes of the nox, 
yard, and in the second place that the price chars, 
to the Government was enormous. And why? 

Mr. SPALDING. ILrisetoa question of = va 
[ ask whether it is in order on this bill for y, 
gentleman from Illinois to impeach the 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. In what respect? 

Mr. SPALDING. In their recomme; 
appropriation to this House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Itis the first 
knowledge I have had that the Committee o, 
Naval Affairs recommended anything of the king 
I hope my friend from Ohio, who generally y 
with me on everything, will let me go on. 

Mr. SPALDING. In regard to this appropri- 
ation for a navy-yard I wish to say to the House 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs had the ma:. 
ter before them for two weeks, and carefully 
quired into the value of this land. | myself, at 
first, was doubtful in regard to it. After that ip. 
quiry we considered the evidence furnished to ys 
was to the effect that the price was a fair one {oy 
this land, and we recommended its purchase, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish the 
gentleman would let me go on. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman insist 
on his point of order? 

Mr. SPALDING. My friend from Illinois re- 
ceived his letter from a private individual which 
he submitted to me. I then said to him that we 
might have been imposed upon. I still think that 
the price for the land was not too great. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman makes a 
point of order he cannot argue the question. 

Mr. SPALDING. 1 withdraw my point of 
order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am glad 
that the gentleman has withdrawn his point of or- 
der. He knows that there was no reflection upon 
him, upon the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
any other committee, or upon any member in this 
House. But I ‘Was just coming to that point in 
regard to the value of this land. A short time 
before this matter was reported to the House ti 
owners of this land were not anxious to sell It,18 
they had no occasion for the money. But they 
were persuaded, however, to sell it from what 
they considered the very large price offered for 
it, some one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars, I believe, at most one hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars, for the whole land. Now the 
Government comes in and pays $135,000 lor one 
half of it. Gentlemen of the House can judgetor 
themselves whether, under these facts, it was 00 
‘a swindle,’’ an imposition on the Governmen, 
as the people of Charlestown have charged. _ 

I referred merely to the fact that the genteme 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Parrerson] had vole 
for it. He had charged me, by innuendo at ies, 
with having voted for large appropriations, Wi! 
I was growing “ eloquent” upon these little tia 
In return I pointed to him as having voted f" . 
appropriation which I considered extravagan' *™ 
outrageous, and that those who were acquaint! 
with the subject had denounced as “a swint! 
So much in regard to that. ie 

In respect to the other matter the gentiem® 
misunderstood me. [am surprised that he sho 
cut out a little slip from the Morning Chrowic® 
of the associate 


ress report and base his 
marks on that. He can see my remarks mi 
reported in the Globe when it comes np aie we i 
ing. He alleges that i charged him wile 22° - 
voted for another swindle. i did not refer to = 
bomb-shell bill as a swindle. I stated wis 

believe to be true, that the bill for which he voted 
would in the end _ 
That is all there is of that. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, Lam surprised thatthe gen- || 
> from New Hampshire, a gentleman of his 
seuished ability and character, should come | 
wre and make such an ado over the little affair 
had here yesterday. There was no reflection 
¥vim. He knows me, and knows that I know 
7 rar know him too well to suppose that he | 
eal have been guilty of having voted know- | 
Ay for any swindle. But when he undertook to 
a y age my votes, he must have known that with 
le propriety I could challenge his votes. 
Of their justice and propriety he is the judge. | 
He is not responsible to me or to my constituents, 
‘nd Lam not responsible to him or his constit- 








' Me. PATTERSON. The gentleman disclaims 
sy design to charge me with having voted fora 
on alti fund, and I exonerate him fully. 

"i Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man never heard me say ** corruption fund,”’ 
Mr. PATTERSON. Fraud. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No, sir; I 
eaid he voted for a matter since charged with | 
being a swindle. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. 1 have not 
wished to interrupt this little discussion, but it | 
seems to me it has gone far enough, and I raise | 
a point of order that the business before the House | 
ig the bill reported from the Committee for the | 
District of Columbia. , g 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of rder. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to occupy a few mo- 
ments in reference to the action of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, which has been referred to. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I thought I was en- | 
titled to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman yielded the || 
floor to his colleague, and when his colleague had | 
concluded his remarks, the gentleman from Ohio 
was notin his seat, and the Chair assigned the | 
floor to another member. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say a word to re- 
lieve the Committee of Ways and Means from 
the imputation that might possibly be cast upon 
them that they did not fully investigate the mat- 
ter of appropriating this $135,000 for the enlarge- | 
ment of the Charlestown navy-yard. It is a | 
matter which has been before the committee for | 
several years. Ithad already been examined and 
recommended to us by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. They had before them, as the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means had, Admiral Smith, | 
with all the documents, maps, and plans neces- 
sary toan understanding of the case. If there is an 
honestmanany where inany of the Departments of 
the Government in reference to appropriations of 
public money with a view to economy and the 
true interests of the country, in my judgment it | 
is Admiral Smith. He came before us with all | 
his documents, and stated to the committee that 
more frontage was demanded for the navy busi- 
ness at the navy-yard, and that for want of it 
they were constantly committing trespasses upon | 
the rights and lands of others. Certain parties 
had land there to sell, and the proposition was 
that if they could procure or purchase some other 
adjoining lands which they did not possess, but | 
which were wanted, if any were to be purchased, 
the Government would buy the entire parcel and 
pay the proposed price forit. The parties made an 
‘rangement by which they purchased that other 
ot, and they sold that to the Government, as I 
understand, for precisely or about the same they | 
paid for it. Of course they realized a profit upon | 
the premises they owned, so far as any increased | 
pe was concerned, and I do not now under- | 

and that they got more for the land than it is | 
now worth, 

| make this explanation in justification of the 
Po of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
denny ASHBURNE, of Illinois. Do I un- 
nei eon on Vermont to say that 
paid for 12? at land at the same price they | 
ine) MORRILL. Not what they had for some 
sete ee themselves, but what they purchased | 

Mr WASH@Onne the Government. 
the seishede RNE, of Illinois. I know 
oe eman from Vermont knows something 
Sout this matter, and I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman if one half of tl b 
some three . alf of the property bought, | 
atnent ¢ months since, was not sold to the Gov- 

or more than they paid for the whole? | 
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Mr.MORRILL. Ido not so und rstand, ex- 
cept by the letter which the gentleman from Ili- 
nois himself has privately shown to me. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. I desire to modify 
my instructions so us simply to direct the com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency and pro- 
priety of proposing a bill for the erection of a 
house of correction. I do this because | under- 
stand there is a bill before the committee relating 
to that subject, and Ido not wish to make my 
instructions imperative, 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I will detain | 
the House but a single moment. It will be re- 
membered that this bill which has been reported | 
from the committee was also reported by the | 
committee last year. Yesterday was made asort | 
of gala day here, and it seems to be generally 
thought that whenever reports are made from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia that is a 
time for everybody to make their remarks in re- 
gard to the expenses of the Government for the 
benefit of the Distriet of Columbia, and the grasp- 
ing disposition of the people of the District to get 
everything they can outoftheGovernment. Now, 
I do not propose to make any particular defense 
of the people of the District of Columbia, but 1 
do ask gentlemen upon the other side of the House 
to recollect the fact that in the short period we 
have had the honor of sitting in Congress, they | 
have passed a law abolishing slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that almost all the prop- 
erty holders in the District were slaveholders, 
and that they have suffered very considerably, if 
not In the way of direct taxation, yet in the loss 
of property. Now, when we propose to tax them 
$100,000 for the building of this jail and peniten- 
tiary, and the General Government $150,000, | 
think the proportion is fair. And notonly have the 
criminal courts been filled in consequence of the 
abolition of slavery in the District, but this has 
been a sort of ** city of refuge’’ for men who have 
flocked here from all quarters, 

Mr. GRINNELL. | desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. 


man will wait a moment 


If the gentle- 
he can then have the 


floor. | cannot yield to him, because the time of | 


my colleague on the committee from Ohio [Mr. 


Morais] | apprehend is up, and I desire to yield | 


the floor to him. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, I will yield for a mo- 
ment to the gentleman from Lowa, 
Mr.GRINNELL. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Steeve}) made the remark that the 


slaveholders, who were the owners of property | 


in this District, had been impoverished by the 
action of the Government. I wish to inquire of 


himifit is not the truth that the real estate of | 


these slaveholders has increased in value more 


than a hundred per cent,, and that these same || 


men fre richer now by thousands, if not millions, 


than they were before slavery was abolished. 1 | 


think the facts will show that. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. If I under- 
stand the matter, the real estate of the District 
has only increased in value just as much as gold 
has, and from the same cause. 

Mr. GRINNELL. I answer that every gen- 
tleman who has known about property in the 
District of Columbia, and 1 have known some- 
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eX pe dient for us to build a penilenuary here at 
the present time; but I am also satisfied, on the 
othe r hand, that there is some demand for a house 
of correction; and for the purpose of having that 
Sins teens by the committee I have of- 
fered the instructions which are now pe io be- 
fore the House, and | hope that ee 
adopted by the House in order that the matter 
may be fully and fairly investigated. I under- 
stand that the adoption of these instructions by 
the House will in effect instruct the committee 
that the House is opposed to the building of a 
penitentiary at this time, and in favor, partially 
at least, of the building of a house of correction. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. The bill provides for 
the building ofa penitentiary, a jail, and a house 
ofcorrection. The gentleman’s instructions say 
nothing about the jail. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. I will modify my 
instructions so as strike out both the penitentiary 
and the jail. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Well, if it is under- 


| stood that by the adoption of these instructions 
| the House willexpress its determination not to au- 


thorize the building of a penitentiary and a jail, I 


| am satisfied that the vote shall be taken now; I 


thing about it for ten or twelve years, having | 


friends here, knows that those persons who held 


property here when slavery existed thought them- | 
selves comparatively poor, but now regard them- | 
selves as rich. | believe that the Government be- | 


friended them by taking away slavery from the 
District of Columbia, and the assessments of the 
city will sustain my assertion that property in the 


city is worth now, according to the assessment, | 
millions more than it was when slavery existed | 


here. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. 


I have no disposition 


to occupy the attention of the House at this time. | 


My only object is to arrive at a decision, so that 
the Committee for the District of Columbia may 
know what is the pleasure of the House, and 
what action they desire the committee to take. I 


hope the question will be taken on the instruc- | 


tions offered by the gentleman from lowa, (Mr. 
HusBarp. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Iowa. I wish to makea 
single remark. I have become satisfied, from 
all 1 have heard upon this subject, and from the 
information I have in regard to it, that it is not 








am as ready to take the vote now as | shall be at 
any other time. 

Mr. TRACY. As the gentleman desires to 
have this question determined now, I withdraw 
my motion to recommit. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 withdrew 
the motion to lay on the table on condition that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania would make 
that motion. I now renew the motion to lay on 
the table. 


Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. There is one 
verbal modification which should be made in my 
instructions, 

The SPEAKER. The instructions have fallen, 
and are not before the House. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tracy] has withdrawn 
the motion to recommit, and the instructions fall, 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasnpurne] 
moves now to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. | appeal 
to the gentleman from Illinois to withdraw that 
motion for a moment, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania a member of the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. No, sir; 
not on any committee but one that seldom meets, 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I wish to ask the gen- 
tleman from Illinois to withdraw his motion, and 
let the bill be recommitted with the instructions 
moved by the gentleman from lowa, [Mr. Hus- 
BARD,] and let that be considered a test vote on 
this question. Perhaps the House may be pre- 
pared to vote twenty-five or thirty thousand dol- 


| lars for the building of a house of correction for 


juvenile offenders, while it may not be willing to 
vote an appropriation for a penitentiary and jail, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Jounson] has ap- 
pealed to me to yield the floor to him one moment, 
The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Biaiwe] wants 
italso; and therefore | withdraw my motion. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman with- 
draw the motion unconditionally ? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [ withdraw 
it unconditionally for that purpose. (Laughter. ] 
Mr. JOLINSON, of Pennsylvania. 1 want to 
call the attention of the House toa single fact 
which, so far as I have observed, has not been 
stated in this debate. During the last Congress 
the Government applied to this House for per- 
mission to use the penitentiary which formerly 
belonged to the District of Columbia. That per- 
mission was granted, aud this arrangement of 
sending prisoners to the State penitenuaries was 
made, and the Government has been using this 
penitentiary building as an arsenal ever since. 
Now, this brings the question home tous, as a 
simple matter of fact, whether, before the war 
broke out, a penitentiary was needed in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia so much more than it is needed 
now, with all this increased population ofa mixed 
and variouscharacter. I havenotheard that point 
referred to by gentlemen here. The debate has 
tuken so wide a range that I supposed the House 
had forgotten this, to me, important fact. My 
impression is that if ever in the history of this 
city and this District a penitentiary of very large 
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capacity was needed it is now; and as the Gov- || demanded the previous question on its adop- || 


ernment has taken the old building and is using | 
it for the purposes of an arsenal Ido not see why | 


we should notappropriate a sufficient sum to build 
another, 

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. Speaker, l want to make 
a single explanatory remark. 1 was yesterday 
among those members who opposed this appro- 
= for the ereétion of a penitentiary and 
1ouse of correction together, The gentleman from 
INinois [Mr. Wasnsunne] moved to lay the bill 
upon the table. This morning, in conversation 
with him, he expressed his willingness to with- 
draw that motion and make no opposition if the 
Committee for the District of Columbia would 
withdraw this bill and report another bill for the 
erection of a new jail and house of correction. 

The points of objection to the building of a 


penitentiary are, in the first place, that it neces- | 
sarily involves a large expenditure of money, and | 


inthe second place, that the convicts from this 
District can be better taken care of in northern 
penitentiaries, and ata vastly cheaperrate. The 
objection does not apply at all to the question of 


erecting a house of correction for juvenile offend- | 


ers in the District, and so far as | know the op- 
position on this side of the House dves not touch 
thatatall. But the gentleman who reported the 


bill insists on a vote on the original proposition, | 
and therefore the gentleman from Illinois ingists | 


on his motion to lay the bill on the table. 
understanding on which the gentleman from Ill- 
nois withdrew his motion seems to have been 
entirely lost sight of, and hence the necessity of 
renewing it. 


The | 


if the proposition for the erection | 
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tion: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the report of 
Charlies B. Stuart, consulting engineer, in reference to the 
improvement of water communication between the Hudson 
river and the Jakes of the West and Northwest, made March 
29, 1864, be printed for the use of this House. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

C. F. JOHNSON. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of C. F. Johnson, of 
Alabama; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa- 


nying report, ordered to be printed, 


of a penitentiary be withdrawn, | take it that there | 


will be no objection to making an appropriation 
for a house of correction and new jail. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. 
motion to recommit the bill to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, with instructions to 


I now renew my | 


strike out all relating to a penitentiary and jail, | 
and to inquire into the propriety of reporting a | 


bill appropriating $—— for the erection of a 
house of correction; and on that | move the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I appeal to the 
gentleman from lowa to yicld to me for a single 
moment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Towa. 
previous question for the present. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. LT appeal to the 
gentleman from lowa to yield to me for a moment 
to make a statement. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of Towa. 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
the Committee for the District of Columbia have 
no sort of feeling on this matter. It has been 
pressed upon them last year and this year, be- 
cause of the great importance of having a peni- 
tentiary and jail in this District. All we ask is, 
that the House shall take the responsibility of 
meeting the question fairly and decide it. 
House does not want to build a penitentiary and 
jail here, the committee have no desire they should 
do so, but only desire they shall take the re- 
sponsibility of voting on that subject. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa. I renew the de- 
mand for the previous question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 63, 
noes 33. 

So the bill was recommitted to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, with the instructions 
indicated. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa, moved to reconsider 
the vote just taken; and also moved that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid'upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined und found 
truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 302) to amend 
section nine of the act approved July 17, 1862, 
entitled *‘An act to define the pay and emolu- 
ments of certain officers of the Army, and for 
other purposes;’’ when the Speaker signed the 
same. 

REPORT OF CHARLES B. STUART. 


Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Committee on 


I withdraw the 


I yield to the gen- 


BENJAMIN GRATZ. 


Mr. HALE, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Gratz; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

HUGH LEDDY. 

Mr. HALE, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Hugh Leddy; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. HALE. I ask that the bill be put on its 
passage, 

Mr. ANCONA. I object. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM JESSUP. 

Mr. HALE, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of William Jes- 
sup for damages sustained by an encampment 
upon his premises of several companies of volun- 


teers; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 


If the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to be printed. 
JAMES H. M’CULLOCH. 
Mr. HALE, from the same committee, also 


| reported a joint resolution to refer the case of 


J.H. McCulloch to the Court of Claims; which 
was read a first and second time, ordered to be 


| engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote just 
taken; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES WILKES. 


Mr. PRUYN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a joint resolution to refer the case of 
Charles Wilkes to the Court of Claims; which 


| was read a first and second time. 


Mr. WILSON. What is the nature of this 
claim? 

Mr. PRUYN. Itgrows outof a change in the 
grade of the streets in this city. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The joint resolution docs not 
give the court jurisdiction if it has not jurisdiction 
already. 

The jointresolution was ordered to®e engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PRUYN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


SOLOMON PARSONS. 
Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia, from the 


Committee of Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Solomon Parsons; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 


| to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Solomon Parsons, of 


West Virginia, the sam of $125 in full payment 
of twenty-four huadred pounds of beef furnished 
to the United States troops at St. George’s station, 
Virginia, by order of Captain Kellogg, com- 


Printing, reported the following resolution, and | mander of the post. 


OBE. 


| 


| 


} 


eee — 











| money and postage stamps taken from his 
| session belonging tuo the United 


| mittee that the money taken by Mor 
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April 8 
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ois, 
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Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia. 


was not reported by the proper officer 


I Would ins 


lhe 


Baten i 
Lo the De. 


partment. The beef was furnished on an en 
ner. 


gency, as the certificate of the Officer will s} 
It was called for by a company of Ohio me ras 
tioned at St. George’s. raat 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Mliinois. 
permit this bill to pass now, as it ig b 
large class of similar claims, 
The bill was referred to the Committee of t} 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed, ° 


I cannot 
ul one ofa 


A.S. CLARK. 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee ofCla 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of Ae 
Clark; which was read a first and second time e 

The resolution directs the Postmaster Gener) 
hereafter, in adjusting the accounts of AS, 
Clark, postmaster at Harrison, Ohio. to ail... 


. - a 3 » bo allow 
him a credit of $523 69, being the 


amount of 
Pos- 


. ates b a 
rebel forces commanded by John tice 
the 3d of July, 1863. oon 

Mr. 


WILSON. What proof had the ep 


e com- 
gan’s n 
belonged to the United States? ne 
Mr. HOLMAN. The proof consisted jn the 
first place of Clark’s own affidavit, very minuto 
in its details; and also the statement of the Post- 
master General and the proper accounting officer 
of the Post Office Department, as to the amount 
of money and postage stamps which were 


5 in his 
hands at the time. 


It occurs that the two state- 


| ments are exactly alike; that is, the statement of 
Clark himself in regard tothe matter is fully cor- 


roborated by the statement of the Department. 
The amount of money taken is reasonably well 
determined by two citizens of Harrison living 
there at the time. Clark, at the time of the ap- 
proach of Morgan’s men, was at dinner. As soon 
as he heard that the rebels were approaching he 
rushed to his office, seized the money and the 
postage stamps, and endeavored to escape by the 
back door. The fact of the taking possession of the 
office, and the seizure of the money and stamps, 


| is established, the committee say, with reasonable 


certainty. They do not pretend that it is estab- 


| lished with that absolute certainty that a case dif- 
| fering from this in character might admit of. 


I would state further that Mr. Clark, the post- 
master, is well known by several gentlemen upon 
both sides of the line, the town of Harrison being 
upon the boundary. The committee have been 


| led to believe, from the testimony before them, 


that there is a reasonable certainty that he had 
theamountof money. Itisan absolute certainly 
that whatever money he hall was taken, and that 


| he ought to have had this amount of money and 


postage stamps in his possession. 
Mr. WILSON. [| understand there isno proof 


how much money he had upon his person atthe 


| time the rebels took it away from him. 


Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir; no positive evidence 
as to the exact amount. The amount he had in 
his hands is shown by the report of the Postmas- 
ter General. Mr. Clark’s own statementis very 
minute, Sr 

The case comes within the well-known princ- 
ple that where a person loses property under such 
circumstances, even in private transactions, tat 
the knowledge of the existence of the loss must 
be with himself alone; that for the purpose ol es- 
tablishing the amount his own affidavit may be 
received. The gentleman will remember that tat 
principle is well established in ordinary contto- 
versies between citizen and citizen. 

Mr. WILSON. Does Mr. Clark state We 
amount? 

Mr. HOLMAN. He makes a minute and ex- 
act statement. 

f am not, as gentlemen very well know, very 
much inclined to regard private claims against the 
Government favorably, but I regard the facts 
this case us well established by gvidence as pro’ 
ably in any case brought to the consideration © 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. HARDING. I desire to say that a v& 
riety of petitions have been presented exactly = 
ering the case which the gentleman has a , 
up here to-day. All of those petitions have bee 
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- 4 to the Committee on the Post Office and 
referred tes 


et Roads. That committee have instructed 
dy ort a bill covering all such cases. If 
) will yield for me to introduce my 
which [ have been waiting to report for sev- 
| days, it will exactly mect his case and every 
: I propose to offer it asa substitute 


me to 


cho gentiemal 


eral da 
sini ur casc. 


for his bill. 


Mir. HOLMAN. That cannot be done under 


the rules. , 
for a private bill. 


The SPEAKER. That cannot be done under 
Oe EA RDING. I think the gentleman from 
Indiana will be satisfied himself, when he looks 
othe number of cases of this character, that it 
7 altogether improper totake them up separately 
o lovisiate upon them. ‘There are various well- 
vetablished cases Where postmasters have been 
robbed; and | have prepared a bill, which I have 
heen instructed to report, which meets all these 
cases, referring them to the Postmaster General 
for settlement; and when the evidence is suffi- 
cient to satisfy him that a postmaster has been 
robbed in any case, he is authorized to give him 
credit for the amount of which he may have been 
robbed. : , , 
separate case and legislate Upon it now. While 
there may be an individual or two in Indiana who 
has suffered in this way, the raids in my State 


have been so repeated and frequent that there | 


are, perhaps, fifty cases there to every one case 


wy his State. The bill which I desire to present | 


has been prepared under the special recommend- 
ation of the Postmaster General; and it will em- 


brace the case of the gentleman from Indiana as | 
well as other cases, referring the whole matter, | 
however, to the Postmaster General for him to 


You cannot substitute a general bill 


It is altogether improper to take upany | 





settle and allow credit when the evidence is suffi- | 


cient to satisfy him that the postmaster has been | 


robbed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I shall certainly give my 
very cordial support to the gentleman’s bill when 
itis properly before the House. I am not re- 
n ring anything that runs counter to the gentle- 
man’s bill. 

Mr. HARDING. Then let me report it now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have not the slightest ob- 
jection, but it cannot be substituted for this bill, 
as the Chair has stated, for this is a private bill. 
This claimant brings himself clearly within the 
rule thatthe House has established in its action 
on this subject. This bill creates only another 
argamentin favor of the very billwhich my friend 
will report. 
be made in this particular case. 


subject. Let us pass a general bill; but in the 
mean time, if parties have brought themselves 


within the rule of Congress their claims ought not | 


to be deferred. 


Mr. THAYER. I desire to ask the gentleman 


from Indiana whether the postmaster referred to 


bas settled his accounts and been obliged to pay 
this money? 


Mr. HOLMAN, 
money to the Department; and all | am proposing 
is that hereafter, in the settlement of his accounts 
for the money which he may receive as post- 
master, he shall be allowed the amount of money 
which he has been compelled to pay over. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I rise toa 
pointoforder, Lf submit that this bill makes an 
appropriation, and must have its first consideration 
in a Committee of the Whole House. 


TheSPEAKER. It is notan appropriation bill, | 
_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 1t author- 


IZe8 AN appropriation. 

The SPEAKER. The sum would come out 
of the Post Office revenues, which are appropri- 
ated in a specific appropriation bill. ‘This is not, 


therefore, an appropriation bill, urider the usage 
of the House. 


Mr. HOLMAN, I must insist now on the 
Previous question on the bill. 

Mr. JO INSON, of Pennsylvania. Ihope the 
gentleman will not do that, after he has said all 


om he desires to say and no gentleman has been 
veard on the other side. 


Mr. HARDING. If it is in order I move to 


refer the bill to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


The SPEAKER. It is notin order during the 
emand for the previous question. 


I trust that an exception will not | 
ladmitthe ne- | 
cessity and propriety of general legislation on this | 


Yes, sir, he has paid tlic | 








| 


| Post Roads. 








| of this character. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I will yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. It is very 
evident that we are to have a great many claims 
I took occasion in the last Con- 
gtess to speak against the introduction of special 
poweee bills, because it is impossible for this 

Iouse to undertake to judge of the merits of each 
particular case, and the passage of such special 
bills depends more upon the fact whether the par- 
ties have a Representative on the floor here to ad- 


vocate their claims, than it does on the particular | 
lam, therefore, opposed to 


merits of the claim. 
all these special bills. We can reach all these 
cases by general measures, and I favor the course 
proposed by the Committce on the Post Office and 
lI can see no reason why this bill 
should have precedence over many other cases of 
a similar character, and | therefore move that 
this bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I did not yield the floor for 
any such purpose. 1 yielded it tothe gentleman 
as an act of courtesy 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Can I get 


the floor for any purpose without having to ask 


the gentleman from Indiana? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not within my hour, and! 
shall move the previous question before the hour 
expires. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 
very accommodating rule. —~ 


Mr. HOLMAN. I do not desire to debate the 


That isa 


| subject, as no gentleman can have a doubt of its 


being a meritorious case. | 
previous question, 


therefore move the 


The question being on seconding the previous 


question, 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Matiory 
and OrtH were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


ayes 80, noes 14. 
So the previous question was seconded, and the 
main question order d; and under its operation 


| the joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed | 
and read a third ume; and being engrossed, it was | 


accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. COLE, of California, moved that the joint 
resolution be laid upon the table; and called for 
tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Coxe, of 
California, and EL.pripGe were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 23, noes 79. 

So the Llouse refused to lay the joint resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved the previous question 
on the passage of the joint resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. COLE, of California, called for the yeas 

’ ’ ) 
and nays on the passage of the joint resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Bald 
win, Biaine, Bliss, Boyd, James 8. Brown, William G. 
Brown, Chanler, Athbrose W. Clark, Clay, Cobb, Cox, 
Cravens, Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eldridge, Eliot, English, 
Finck, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Harrington, Holman, Hoteh 
kiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, William Johnson, Julian, Kalb 
fleisch, Kelley, Franets W. Kellogg, Kernan, Law, Long, 
Longyear, Mallory, Marcy, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, 
McCiurg, McDowell, Middieton, William Ll. Miller, James 
R. Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, Nelsou, Charles 
O'Neill, John O'Neill, Patterson, Pendleton, Perham, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Price, Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, Willian H. 
Randall, Alexander I. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Ross, Scott, 
Smithers, Jolin B. Steele, William G. Steele, Strouse, 
Stuart, Sweat, Thayer, Thomas, Van Vatkeuburgh, Voor 
hees, William B. Washburn, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, 


| Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Wilder, Windom, 


Winfield, Benjamin Wood, aud Yeaman--t6. 
NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Allison, Ancona, An 

derson, Baxter, Boutwell, Broomall, Freeman Clarke, Cole, 

Dawson, Frank, Harding, Herrick, Join H. Hubbard, 


Philip Jolinson, Kasson. Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Amos | 


Myers, Orth, John Il. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Seoficid, 
Shannon, Spalding, Tracy, Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Williams, and Wilson—sv. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PRESIDENTS MESSENGER. 
Mr. WINDOM, from the Commiitee of Claims, 
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Louis Burgdorf, praying compensation for ser- 


Vice $ aS Messcuger to the President of the United 
States; which was laid upon the table. 


CRIERS AND BAILIFFS. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the 
Judi lary, presented an adverse r porton the pe- 
tition of E. M. Denison and others, of the Dis- 
trictof Columbia, criers and bailiffs, tor increased 
compensation for their services; Which was laid 
on the table. 

JESSE WILLIAMS. 

Mr. THAYER, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jesse Williams; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

The bill directs the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Jesse Wil- 
liams, of Jefferson county, lowa, for the weat 
half of the northwest quarter of a section of land 
in the State of lowa; provided that no rights ac- 


| quired by other persons shall be thereby affected 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois, called for the 
reading of the report, 

The report was read, 

Mr. THAYER. The House has been very 
attentive to the reading of the report, and as the 
facts are fully set forth in it | have nothing fur- 


| ther to say, except to state that Lam ready to 


answer any question that may be asked of me. 

The bill was ordered to ve engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third ume, and passed. 

Mr. THAYER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved ta 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolfed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H.R. C. C. No. 114) for the relief of 
Daniel Wormer; 

An act (H.R. C. C. No. 115) for the relief of 
Darius 8S. Cole; 

An act (11. R. ©. C. No. 116) for the rehef of 
William G. Brown; and 

An act (H.R. No. 373)to appoint an appraiser 
and assistant appraiser for the port of Portland, 
and for other purposes. 


MAJOR N. H. M’LEAN. 


The SPEAKER latd before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United Statea, 
transmilting,in compliance with the resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 4th instant, 
a report from the Secretary of War in relation to 
Major N. tl. McLean. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the papers be 
referred to the Committeeon Military Affairs, and 
also that they be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TARIFF. 

Mr. MOORHEAD, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Manufactures, submitted 
a report on the tariff; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF JAMES KEENAN. 

Mr. DAWSON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported a 
joint resolution, accompanied by a report, for the 
reliefof the legal representatives of James Keenan, 
deceased, late consul at Hong Kong, China; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO IOWA. 


Mr. ALLISON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bibl granting lands to the State 


' of lowa in alternate sections for the construction 


of railroads in said State; which was ordered to 
be printed, and recommitted to the same com- 
mittee. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 1 call for the regular order 
of business. 5 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness, the morning hour having expired, is the 
consideration of the special order, being Senate 
bill No. 12, extending the time within which the 
States and ‘Territorics may accept the grant of 


presented an adverse report on the petition of || lands’ made by the act entitled ‘An act donating 


prove neshectiorhaladene ser 3 
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© 
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public lands to the several States and Terrifories 


| 


which may provide colleges for the benefit of agri- | 


culture and the mechame arts,’ approved July 
2, 1462, to which several amendments are pending. 

Mr. TLOLMAN,. The amendments which have 
been propose d to the bill have been printed with 
the bill, and laid upon the desks of members. 
One is an amendment submitted by myself, and 
the others are amendments offered by the gentle- 
man from Illinois, [Mr. Wasuspurye,] and the 
gentieman from Minnesota, [Mr. Winpom.] For 
the purpose of covering the whole ground, with- 
out designating Indiana or any partucular State, I 
will submita substitute. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman move 


ute 


a substi for the whole bill? 
Mr. HOLMAN. No,sir. My pending amend- 
ment is as follows: 


Provided, h ‘That the State of Indiana, instead of 
appropriating the land, land scrip, or the proceeds thereof, 
to which that State shall be entitled by accepting the pro 
visions of said act, to thre purposes specified in said act, 
mey, in the discretion of its Legislature, apply the same to 
the education of orphan children of soldiers and seamen of 


ervey, 


eaid State who have died or may hereafter die from wounds 
received or sickness contracted in the line of duty while in 
the military or naval service of the United States during 


the present war, in such manneras the said Legislature 
may provide, it being the intention of this provision to en 
able the said State to apply the land, land scrip, or the pro 
ceeds thereol to either of the purposes aforesaid, but to no 
other purpose Whatsoever; and if applied to the purpose 
specified in the act aforesaid, itis not intended by this pro 
vision to relieve the State from any of the conditions of 
said act. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


trust the agricultural and mechanical interests of 
the country, having been for once acknowledged, 
are not to be ignored and set aside at so early a 
day. If the gentleman from Indiana desires to 
make an appropriation for this particular class, 
let him bring in a separate bill properly matured, 
so that we may consider it upon its special mer- 
its, and then he will encounter less opposition. I 
trust we are not to give thedonation already made, 
and so worthily made, and upon which several 
States have already acted, establishing agricul- 
tural colleges, which are now in successful oper- 
ation, 4 side-blow to destroy them in this way, 
though one or-more States should ask it, and I 
do not understand that any State yet has so asked. 

Mr. HALE. I trust, Mr. Speaker, that the 
House is not prepared to interfere with the action 
of Congress appropriating a portion of the pub- 
lic lands for the purpose of agricultural educa- 
tion. ‘This was a portion of the public domain 
set apart for the express purpose of the improve- 
ment of the agricultural science of the country 
and of the mechanic arts. It was a national meas- 
ure, and national property was appropriated for 
that purpose. And if we are to authorize one 
State to divert their portion of this fund to another 
object, another State will come here asking us 
to permit it to divert theirs to another object, 
and another to another object; and in this way 
we shall defeat, to a great extent, the purpose of 


| Congress in passing the bill. 


I withdraw that amendment, and for it propose || 


the following: 


Provided, however, That any State or Territory, instead 
of appropriating the land, land serip, or the proceeds thereof, 


to which such State or Territory has or shall become en- 
titled by accepting the provisions of said act, to the pur 
poses therein specified, may, tn the discretion of its Legis 
lature, apply the same orauy part thereof to the supportand | 


education of orphan children of soldiers and seamen of such 
State or Territory, who have died or may hereafter die from 
wounds received or sickness contracted in the line of duty 
while in the military or naval service of the United States 
during the present war, in such manner as the Legislature 
of such State or Territory shall provide, it being the inten 

tion of this provision to enable any State or Territory to 
apply the land, land scrip, or the proceeds thereof, to cither 
ot the purposes aforesaid, butto no other purpose whatever 5 
and if applied to the purposes specified in the act atoresaid 
the provisions thereot shall be strictly complied with. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The question recurs on the 
amendmentot Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois, to in- 
sert Hlinois. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Illinois 
is not li his seat, and if my substitute be adopted 


his amendment becomes unnecessary. I have 


Now, I submit to my friend from Indiana, [Mr. 
Houman,]} and to all others who are in favor of 


| this proposed amendment, that the orphans of 


soldiers and sailors who die in battle are now en- 


| titled, if that State shall determine that that par- 


| education. 


ticular class of persons are more deserving than | 


any other, to receive the benefits of that act. 
They may, if they see proper, provide that that 
class shall exclusively enjoy the benefits of this 
All we ask ts that this public prop- 
erly so appropriated shall be applied in good faith 
to the benefit of agricultural education. 

Sir, there is no more important branch of ed- 
ucation certainly than that relating to agriculture, 
and there is no better service that can be rendered 


by the State of Indiana, orany other State, to the 
| orphan children of those falling in battle than to 
| give them ascientific agricultural education. It 


withdrawn my original amendment. ifthe House | 


be not willing to adopt ageneral proposition, em- 
bracing all the States, | shall again submit my 
original proposition, 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman withdraws 
his original proposition, then theamendmentof the 
gentieman from Lilinois (Mr. Wasusurne] falls. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, I had forgot- 
ten that this bill had been made aspecial order for 
this day. J] trust a motion so important as that 
now proposed will receive at least the attention 
and earnest consideration of the few gentlemen 
now present. It is to be noticed that on so sim- 
ple a proposition as this, a mere proviso to a 


proper but unimportant bill of the Senate, the | 


whole system upon which public lands were 


granted tor the establishment of agricultural col- 
leges, with a view to the instruction of the indus- 
trial classes of the country, is to be narrowed and 
confined merely to those who, unfortunately, 
happen to be the orphans of men who have fallen 
during the present war. I do notunderstand that 
the orphan children of those who have fallen dur- 
ing the present war are excluded under the pro- 
visions of the original act. They are certainly 
those who will be most likely to receive some 
benefit from the law as it now stands. 

‘This, sir, was an appropriation originally made 
for a great and benevolent object. 1t was for the 
improvement of the great industrial classes of our 
people engaged in agriculture and the mechanic 
aris, to enable them to get in this way a solid, 
practical, and substantial education, and to get it 


when they could not in any other way, because | 


of the cost of the classical schools of the country. 
I rise to call the attention of the House to the 
proposition now submitted for the withdrawal of 


is the great interest of the country. It is the best 
education you can provide for these orphan chil- 
dren. If the State of Indiana, therefore, choose 
to provide that this class of orphans shall have 


the preference over all others in reaping the ben- | 


efits of this appropriation, they have a perfect 
right so todo; but I protest against this proposed 


_ legislation on the part of Congress to divert this 


ally intended. 


fund from the great object for which it was origin- 
It breaks in upon the consistency 
of the system when we allowa gentleman, for the 


purpose of popularity, or for any other purpose, | 
to divert this fund to any other object than that | 


for which it has been set apart. And if you give 
that privilege to one State there will be no end to 
the scramble that will take place in Congress 
upon this subject. 

It is certainly the part of wisdom, as it seems 


to me, that we should keep tte law upon this | 


| subject as it now stands; and if, in the judgment 


the proceeds of that grant and diverting it toany |, 
purpose the States may see fit. Itis now national | 


in its seope and ought not to become local. I f in all branches of an agricultural, scientific edu- 


of the authorities of any State, one class of per- | 
| sons is more meritorious than any other, there is | 
|| nothing in the law to prevent them from enjoying | 
the benefits of this appropriation of land exclu- | 
| sively. 
| portion of its citizens to enjoy this exclusive | 
privilege, itis perfectly competent for them to || 


If any State thinks proper to entitle any 


do so. But let us not here in the national Con- 
gress divert this fund from the purpose for which 
it was originally intended. 

I hope all these amendments, therefore, will be 
voted down. Itis perfectly right that the time 
fixed by law for the acceptance of this grant 
should be extended. If any State has not hith- 


erto been in a situation to avail itself of the bene- | 
fits of this law, it oughtto have the time extended 


to enable itto do so. But I repeat that I do ob- 


ject to the legislation now proposed, the effect of | 
which will be to destroy the great object we had | 


in passing the original bill. 


My own State has now in successful operation | 


an agricultural college where we educatea young 
man foF $100a year. We board them and furnish 
them with the best instruction the country affords 
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and seamen who may be slain in battle at 
low price. That is much better than to a 
priate asum of money directly to them, es 
when it will result in so much tt 
ricultural interests of the State. 

I hope, therefore, that the time for 
this grant will be extended, and thatthe 
ments will be voted down. 

Mr. SPALDING. I rise simply for the », 
pose of entering my protest against diverting thee, 
lands from the purpose Congress had in a 
in making the original grant. That object se 
| the benefit of the great agricultural interests of 

the country. I donot know a more laudable o} 
ject. And we ought to hold these |, io 
faith for that purpose. 
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if w ands in good 
we commenc 


> . e under 
| these specious and plausible pretexts to diyor 
them for the benefit of the children of soldiers 


who have been killed in battle in one portic 
the country, what is to prevent a furt 
sion for any other charitable object? 

If it be necessary to institute and organize 
schools and collegesefor the benefit of the off. 
spring of our gallant soldiers, let us have an ofi- 
ginal bill for that purpose; I will give itmy hearty 
support. But do not let us do injustice to the 
| laboring classes of our country; do not let ys 
divert from them the means of acquiring a whole- 
some education, for the purpose of giving these 
lands forany other purpose whatever, 1 ask the 
attention of both sides of the House to the sub. 
ject, for it is only necessary that the vote should 
be given understandingly to put down this project 
decidedly. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [If this general proposition 
does not meet the approval of the House | hope 
at least that such States as may desire the bene- 
fits of this provision may be permitted to have 
it. Iam unable, as a matter of course, to speak 
for other States. [ believe I understand what are 
the views and wishes of my constituents upon 
the subject, and I think I know what would be 
the wishes of the people generally of the State of 
Indiana. But of course | cannot speak for gen- 
tlemen representing any other State, or their con- 
stituents, 

In submitting, however, this general proposi- 
| tion, applicable alike to all States and Territories 
in lieu of the proposition as it originally stood, I 
sought to recommend the measure to the favor of 
gentlemen who might oppose different policy for 
the several States. The gentleman from Ohio 
talks about the question of good faith. There is 
no question of faith at all involved in this mat- 
ter. There is no agricultural college the rights 
of which are to be impaired. In any event, itis 
purely discretionary with the Legislature whether 
they can appropriate the lands better to the found- 
ing of agricultural colleges thun to the mainten- 
| ance and education of that large class of children 
| that must be thrown upon either the justice of 
the States and nation or upon the charity of the 


mn of 
her diver- 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 





country. For one, I am not in favor of throw- 
| ing this class of children, daily becoming more 


numerous, upon mere public charity. | wish to 
see them placed in a position that they shall re- 
ceive what they have a right to demand, justice 
at the hands of the several States, equality of ed- 
-ucution with all the other children of the country. 

I do not know that Congress can understand 
the interests of any particular State so well as her 
Legislature. I do not understand that half a 
dozen or a dozen gentlemen representing © great 
|| State can understand as well the interest of that 
State and the purposes to which these lands 
should be applied as the two or three hundred 
gentlemen composing the State Legislature, drawn 
together from every community within the limits 
of that State. I do not believe that the approp™ 
ation of these lands to the endowment of agricul- 
tural colleges will ever amount to anything. We 
have seen something of the result of attemp's to 
found literary institutions through the patronsge 
of State and national Governments. We have 
seen one tenth part of the sume amount of ex- 
penditure, under private control, produce os 
i ficial results great in comparison with the A" 
'| fits received through the agency of these Si# 
{| and national institutions 
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The people have a right to demand, so far as 
‘ho elements of education are concerned, a uni- 
ne cality of the principle. Butthe establishment 
Folk “two of these colleges in a State must 
ways result to theadvantage of those who least 
ae he fostering care of the Government. The 
cea , from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hare] talks 








i— 


rontiemal 


5 ut the benefit agricultural colleges are to be- | 
b : 

vw, whereby through the expenditure of $100 | 
stoW, - 


oer anagricultural education is to be obtained. 
‘ z it vou will have in every State thousands and 
tons of thousands of these children who ought to 
he regarded as the children of the nation, who 
sever will receive, unless it be at the hand of the 
sation, the benefits of that elementary education 
which will fit them for either an agricultural col- 
leoe or any other college. In my own State the 


amount of this grant will be three hundred and | 


ninety thousand acres. I can see well many 
modes by which an intelligent Legislature can 
apply that land to the benefit and support of those 
children; but! see but little benefit either to a 
State at large or to the more deserving population 
by the endowmentof colleges of any kind. Such 
institutions should be left to private enterprise, 
but the elements of education should be universal, 
and furnished by the governments of the several 
States as a matter of universal concern. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hate] | 


says the Legislature may appropriate these lands 
to the especial benefit of the chi dren of deceased 


soldiers, and can do so consistently with the pres | 


ant law. 
idhes the end which is proposed by this amend- 
ment, What objection, then,existstoit? But I 
apprehend my friend is mistaken. Sut there can 
be noargumentagainst the amendment if the same 
power can be exercised under the existing law. 
| think the gentleman, however, is mistaken about 


If the gentleman Is correct, that accom- | 


that, and I think that these children will have | 


ceased to be able to receive the benefits of our 
bounty or our justice long before these agricul- 
tural colleges will be able to disseminate any of 
their blessings throughout the country. You have 
got to appropriate these lands directly; you have 
got to predicate upon them State credit in some 
shape or form to make this fund available, and 
these children of the nation now demand its care 
andits protection. Sir, ] repel here any intimation 
coming from any quarter, that this measure is 
either brought forward or will be supported with 
a view to any unworthy popular motives. I 
simply ask that the State of Indiana and other 
Stutes, if their Legislatures think that they can 


better appropriate these lands for the support and | 
education of the orphan children of the gallant | 


dead of this war, may devote these lands to that 


purpose instead of devoting them to the endow- | 


ment of agricultural colleges; that they may do 
either the one or the other as their own judgment 
may suggest or their local interests require. 

Mr. DUMONT. Mr. Speaker, I am in favor 
of theamendmment of my colleague. There is a 
pecullar reason, so far as my State is concerned, 
why this amendment should be adopted, and it 
may not be equally applicable to States repre- 
sented by other gentlemen. 

_ A few years ago, when this appropriation of 
ands was made, the act making the appropriation 
required that it should be accepted within two 
years of the date of the act. Many of the States 

‘ave aceepted the benefits of that act in accord- 
ance with the original enactment for agricultural 
purposes. Ido not understand the amendment 
of my colleague to interfere with the wish of other 
— inthisregard. Any State that prefers that 
‘iS appropriation shall be carried out in gccord- 
‘nce with the original act can carry it out Accord- 
we oe reasons which it is not necessary 
= “a antes the State of Indiana did not accept 
gio ehts of the act; the Legislature could not 
ee they would not revolve, and thus it 
‘eal ee to bring forward a bill to ex- 
it had in so far-as Indiana is concerned. If 
ab eeenadin en for that necessity, 1 presume that 
thee Position would have been made to divert 
mil he from the original purpose in- 
a Ss ecomes necessary, however, so far 
des 4 1s concerned, to extend the time. The 

- €Xpires in July, and unless it is extended 


ndiana cannot get the benefit of the act at all, as | 


her Legis| 


ature will notagain assemb ti 
thet tide. gain assemble until after 


We therefore ask that, so far as In- 


te, the wheels of legislation became so cor- | 
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diana is concerned, the time be extended so as 


| other objects. 


| subject. 


to enable the State Legislature to accept the ben- 
efits of the act. 

Now, I believe theamendment of my colleague 
to be that the Legislature of the State of Indiana, 


or of any State, may determine whether this land | 


shall be appropriated for the purposes of the 
original act, or, whether it shall be applied to the 
support and education of the orphan children of 


persons who have died or been killed in the mili- | 


tary service. Both of these objects are highly 


beneficial and commendable; they are both good 


objects, and the simple question is whether we | 


shall give the Legislatures of the various States 


| the right to say to which of those objects the land | 
The amendment does not 


shall be appropriated. 
authorize the appropriation of the land to any 
it indicates two objects, and gives 
the Legislatures power to say to which of these 
objects it shall be devoted. This thing of agri- 
caleasel colleges isanexperiment. If Lhadaboy 
that I wanted to send to an agricultural college, 
the best agricultural college | know of is to send 


him, at eight dollars a month, to some good | 


farmer. That would be the best thing to do with 
him, because then he would thus acquire the best 
scientific acquirements that | know of on that 
It may turn out that agricultural col- 
leges can be established, that professorships can 
be founded, and that some useful information can 
be inculcated; but it is an experiment, to say the 
least of it, but one doubtless very worthy of being 
tried; still,so far as this country is concerned, it 
is an experiment. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we know one thing, and 
ubout that there is no dispute: that the orphan 
children of those who die in attempting to put 


| down this rebeilion stand in an attitude that places 


them before the American people as a most meri- 
torious class of persons. 
children of the man who goes into the service, 
who abandons his home and endures all the toils, 


dangers, and privations of the tented field, nay, | 
who gives up his life in defense of the country | 


and leaves his wife a widow and his children or- 
phans—will we not, I say, regard the children 
of such with favor? 


The gentleman from Ohio is not bound to ap- 
propriate these lands to the education of these 
orphan children. Ifhe does not want them edu- 


| cated, if he and his State desire to confer the pe- 
| culiar benefits of this grant upon the children of 


the rich, the most wealthy class ef the commu- 
nity, and those best able to send their children to 
college, there is nothing in the way of his State 
doing it, but so far as | am concerned I am will- 
ing that my State may, ifitseemto her best, pursue 
a different policy. am willing to trust the peo- 
ple of my State in regard to this matter, and that 


| isall thatthe amendment proposes. For my part, 


I am willing to give the benefits of this measure to 
the most humble classes of society, because, dis- 
guise it as you may, after all, the rank and file of 
the Army is made up of poor but noble men. You 
will find shoulder-straps upon another class of 
men; but after the whole thing is told, the rank 
and file of the Army is made up of classes of poor 
and patriotic men; and after they have laid their 
bones on the tented field where battles are lost 


and won, it is not for gentlemen to sneer at the 


children they leave behind them, and to say that 


| it is more important to be consistent than it is to 


| be just. 
“Woe 


tow, what do they say? They say that if this 
amendment of my colleague’s be adopted, it will 


| divert this donation of the public lands from the | 
eorrotee originally intended. Supposing it does. | 


Vhy, sir, | have spent all the days of my life in 


regretting to-day the errors of yesterday. I have | 
spent all the days of my life in making the sec- | 


ond sober thought the better thought of the two. 
That may have been a very proper appropriation 
at the time it was made; but the country has un- 
dergone a change. Nobody, three years ago, 
could have dreamed of the change that has come 
over the country. I had heard people talk about 
disunion ever since I was a child, and believed it 
was a simple ‘‘raw head and bloody bones,”’a 
bugaboo to frighten children to sleep. But it 
turns out to be a terrible and stern reality. It 
throws on our hands, and on the consideration 
of the American people, thousands and hundreds 
of thousands of orphan children. We now hear 


Vill we not regard the | 
oS i 


Who will dare say that they | 
| have no claims upon us? 
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| can pursue just what course they please. 





| it one single particle. 
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the moan of the widow and orphan from ocean to 
ocean, and from the lakes to the gulf, and God 
forbid that we shall turn a deaf ear. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


_ A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed an act (No. 218) to repeal the first section 
of a joint resolution therein named; in which he 
was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES——AGAIN. 
‘Mr. DUMONT. [I was about saying, Mr, 


Speaker, that one of the arguments against the 
amendment proposed by my colleague is that it 
changes the original features of the bill. Well, 
itis simply changing its original features in such 
localities as the people may desire to change 
them. It will not change them in the State of the 
gentleman, [Mr. Mornritt,}] where the people 

He 
may represent a wealthy constituency; he may 
represent men who are well to do in the world, 
and feel that they alone are to be cared for, Tam 
entirely willing that he shall represent that class 
of men. I have no prejudices against them; but 
lam a laboring man myself. 1 eat bread in the 
sweat of my brow. I have no other means of 
supporting my wife and children, or of making 
aliving. And yetI am not willing, on consider- 
ations of mere selfishness, to disregard the claims 
of others. 

Take the States of Ohio and Indiana. The 
State of Ohio embraced the benefits of that act. 
This cannotchange the matter. Itdoes not change 
It does not divert these 
lands from the purpose for which they were ori 
ginally intended. Itcan have nosuch effect, and 
is not intended for any such purpose. Indiana 
did not do so. It is not necessary to go into the 
reason; for the very instant | should go ito the 
reason, one of my colleagues on the other side 
would not agree with me one single inch, The 
wheels of legislation got locked and would not 
revolve; and inthe absence of legislation the State 
of Indiana loses its benefits altogether. All that 
this amendment does, is to say that Indiana may 
appropriate these lands to one of two objects. 
My friend, the chairman of the Committee of 
Claims, [Mr. Haxe,j said that if we throw the 
doors wide open, one State would be appropri- 
ating these lands to one purpose and one for an- 
other purpose. There is no such proposition, 
The amendment involves no such thing as that. 
It simply specifies two subjects to which these 
lands may be applied. I defy any gentleman to 
stand on this floor and show for one single mo- 
ment that the object to which the amendment per- 
mits the States to appropriate these lands is not 
a meritorious one. ‘The original purpose was a 
good one, and I do not consider the amendment 
as at war with the original bill, and think that for 
all practical purposes they may and will be made 
to harmonize. Lama friend to the noble pursuit 
of agriculture, am a farmer myself, and would be 
the last man to aim an unfriendly blow at that 
interest. J eat my bread in the sweat of my brow, 
and respect others who do the same. 

Mr. SPALDING.’ Mr. Speaker, if this had 
been a partition of these lands among the several 
States, should be the last man to prevent Indiana 
from giving her share to any purpo8e she might 
select; butas Indiana as yet has no right to these 
lands, they belonging to the United States, or to 
those States who have signified their acceptance 
of the grant, under the act of Congress for the 
purpose of establishing agricultural colleges, I 
must object to the diversion proposed by the pend- 
ing amendments. The State of Indiana has not 
signified its acceptance under the grant. Hence 
if these lands, by the change now sought to be 
wrought by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. 
Dumont,] be given to that State for the purpose 
of educating the orphan children of deceased sol- 
diers, then we are making what is tantamount to 
an original grant from Congress for that purpose. 
We would be granting to Indiana these lands for 
the purpose of educating the children of deceased 
soldiers. These lands were set apart by Congress 
for a different purpose. I do not speak to-day 
for Ohio, because she has taken the lands under 
the terms prescribed by the act of Congress for 
the purpose of establishing an agricultural col- 
lege. If Indiana has not done 80, or if any other 
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State has not taken advantage of the privilege, 
no one doubts but that the time ought to be ex- 
tended in order that the States that have not may 
do so. Any member who asks for extension of 
time can have it. What we object to is the chang- 
ing of the tenure and terms of the grant, This 
is changing the purpose intended by Congress. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not want gentlemen 


to think that | am opposed to the interests of our | 


soldiers, or of the descendants of our soldiers. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Dumont] has 
stated to the House that he himself is a farmer, 
that he makes his living by the sweat of his brow. 
I commend him for it. 
gentleman himself has had straps upon his shoul- 
ders, and worn them worthily upon the field of 
battle. Lam told, further, that he has done ser- 
vice to the country in another line, that he has a 
family of some nineteen children. [Laughter.] 
If those children are to be educated in the Indi- 


1 have been told that the | 


ana agricultural college, it is because they are | 


the children of a farmer. His children cannot go 
into an orphan college, but they may go into an 
agricultural college. Lam, therefore, advocating 
the cause of his family, and not of Ohio. I fully 
believe that no more honest man can be found on 
this earth than he whoearns his livelihood by the 


sweat of his brow, and, for the reasons I have | 


stated, I hope the amendment will be rejected. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 1 have a 
few words to submit on this measure. 
self constrained to appose these amendments for 
reasons whichI will bri« fly state. I believe I op- 


I find my- || 


posed the passage of the original bill as it now | 


stands on the statute-book, upon grounds stated 
at the time by various gentlemen of the House. 
It was my desire and the desire of others that 
these lands should be retained for the purpose of 
sustaining the public credit, and to furnish boun- 
ties for oursoldiers. Butthat being now the law, 
I am in favor of the passage of the original bill as 
it stands, and Lam opposed to the amendment. 
lam opposed most especially to the amendment 
which proposes to make this a general law and to 
allow the Legislatures of the several States to ap- 
ply the proceeds of these lands to the purposes 
stated, because that will affect my own State. The 
State of Pennsylvania has expended already some 
two hundred thousand dollars in the erection of 


an agricultural college, and her Legislature has | 


been engaged for some weeks past in disposing of 
the proceeds of these lands, either to this one ag- 
ricultural college—that was the proposition pend- 


{ng—or to other colleges, for agricultural pur- | 


poses. 
divided upon that question by the adoption of this 
amendment. 

Let us look at the matter fora moment. What 
will be the quota of each State of the proceeds of 
these public lands? 
any calculation how far it will go toward that 
purpose; but I suppose that the proceeds of these 
public lands, which will come to the respective 
States, will not educate one fiftieth part of such 
children of the several States. 

Suppose then we pass this amendment, and 
hand these proceeds over to the several States,what 
steps would they have to take to educate those 
children ? 
kind of a bureau; they would have to put these 
lands into the market, and commence selling them. 


‘Lhey would have to establish some | 


If they put them up for sale at auction, it is not | 


probable they would get a large sum for them to 
start with. If they should wait and sell them 
from year to year, as they could sell them to the 
bestadvantage, they will hardly getenough money 


from them to keep the officers of the bureau | 


going. 


Then, again, there are some facts to be ascer- | 


tained in regard to these children; such as to as- | 


certain who are the orphan children of soldiers 
and seamen. The records relating to all these 
facts are here in Washington city. They are not 
in the archives of the several States, and conse- 
quently this bureau would have to be enlarged 
considerably, and made something like a pension 
office in each State, to decide those matters. Ap- 
plications for admission into these colleges would 
ave to be made formally for this class of scholars, 


And | do not wish to see the Legislature | 


I have no means of making | 


These applications would have to be acted on; | 


and it would have to be shown that the applicants 


were the children of one of these meritorious | 


classes of persons. 





the provisions of this amendment, if we should 


| undertake to carry them into effect in the several 


States, would have a tendency to fritter away the 
money upon public officials, so that the public 
would never have any benefit from it. 

As to whether it would be better to educate the 


| children ofsoldiers and seamen in the ordinary way 


or to educate them in agricultural pursuits, that 
question has already been acted upon by Congress 
by a bill which has heretofore passed; and the 
several States have been engaged in considering it, 
and so faras my observation has gone I think the 
people of the several States are very well satisfied 
with the law as it stands. I have always been 
of opinion that the farmer ought to be educated 
as well as any other person; and I have been of 
opinion that there were ignorant farmers as well 
as ignorant persons in other professions and oc- 
cupations. But my principal objection to this 
amendment is that the sums of money accruing 
to the several States will be found to be so small, 
especially if the land should be put up and sold 
at auction, that by the time you had established 
a bureau to decide upon the parties who were 
entitled to receive this bounty, and by the time 
you had got the machinery in motion, the money 
would all be expended. I cannot for a moment 
believe that the proceeds of the land would begin 
to educate one twentieth part of the class of per- 
sons named in the bill—the children of the soldiers 
and seamen. 

I think, therefore, that we had better adhere to 
the original proposition and pass the bill of the 
Senate extending to such States as have not ac- 
cepted the provision, and to West Virginia, of 


| course, their quotas of the public lands under 


the original act, and vote down the amendments. 

Mr. MORRILL. I offer the following as a sub- 
stitute for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Hotman:} 


Provided, however, That any funds or bonds duc from 
the United States to any Indian tribes who have been in 
actual hostility to the United States since the date of any 
treaty by which such funds or bonds were set apart or stip- 


| ulated to be paid to any such Indian tribes, shall be de- 


voted to the support and education of orphan children of 
soldiers and seamen of the several States. 


Mr. WINDOM. I rise toa question of order. 
I submit that that amendment is not germane to 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is ger- 
mane if the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indianais germane. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana provides that these lands 
shall be used for the benefit of the children of de- 
ceased soldiers. The gentleman from Vermont pro- 
poses to make the same disposition of other lands. 

Mr. WINDOM. Oh, no; it has no reference 
to lands. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It relates to bonds. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 will modify my amend- 
ment by inserting after ** bonds’’ the words ‘or 
lands.’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. Have the Indians any lands? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, we have given them 


| lands in exchange for their own. 


It seems to me, therefore, that the adoption of |! 


The SPEAKER. The Chair, on examining 
the amendment, doubts whether it is in order. 
The title of the bill is ‘An act extending the time 
within which the States and Territories may ac- 
cept the grant of lands made by the act entitled,”’ 
&c. The amendment, therefore, should be ger- 
mane to that. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will not insist on the amend- 
ment, but will try to make my speech in order. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair did not hear the 
amendment read, and supposed that it referred to 
something about lands. 

Mr. MORRILL: 1 offered the amendment 
merely in order to show to the gentleman from 
Indiana that he might accomplish his object, if he 


| is really sincere in the purpose of devoting any- 


thing to these orphan children of soldiers, as I 
hope he is, without inflicting damage upon the 
children of the agriculturists and mechanics. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Joun- 
son} has very well exposed the impracticability 
of the gentleman’s proposition, but it was hardly 
necessury that itshould be exposed. - We can all 
see that his purpose is not what he is apparently 
driving at, but that it is hostility to a measure 
which has eeeees been passed by Congress. He 
is coming here like the lawyer after the decision 
of a court, not for the purpose of arguing the 
question, but of damning the decision. 
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cient ability to vindicate the proprie 








Now, sir, after the purpose of the 
has been developed—that it is a he 
whole poaee of a higher educati 
dustrial classes of the country—I } 
hension that the House will adopt 
ment. 

I hope the House will vote down all 
ments to the proposition which comes he 
the Senate to extend the time to the States f; 
their acceptance of the grant. That is ‘ust ma 
proper; but I trust it will not be the sense ae 
House to adopt the proposition of the ol on 
from Indiana, the avowed purpose of which j 
divert the fund because he has no confidenes “a 
the plan of education proposed by the original act 
About that gentlemen may differ. We Seat 
to try it. We know that it is anexXperiment, jy: 
we also know that it is an experiment which has 
succeeded admirably well in other couniries and 
thatif properly managed will succeed well in this 
If it docs not succeed, it will be because the right 
men are not placed in the proper positions ln aan, 
trol and manage the institutions. [| haye faith 
that men in all the States will be found with suffi. 
: Ly of a che ip 
but thorough education of those in whose hands 
the destiny of our country now is and must be 
for coming ages. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I propose, aftera slight mod. 
ification of my amendment, to call the previous 
question on the pending amendments. Before 
doing so, however, | wish to make a statement, 
I do notdesire to speak for the constituency of an 
other gentleman upon this floor, but I desire 
speak for my own constituents. 1 am not afraid 
to leave the question of the appropriation of ti 
lands to the  iaamae my State. | am anx- 
ious, on the contrary, to do so. [do not think 
they will have any faith in the beneficial results 
of agricultural colleges, and I think they will de- 
sire to exercise the prerogative of deciding between 
the two plans of disposing of this fund—the sup- 
port of agricultural colleges on the one hand, or 
Its appropriation for the benefit of the children of 
dead soldiers and seamen on the other. [| trust 
gentlemen do not think that the country will fail to 
see the pointinvolved here. [tis not whether these 
lands shall be diverted from agricultural colleges, 
but whether it shall be left in the diserction of the 
State Legislatures to appropriate them to one of 
two objects. Admitting even that those objects 
are equally meritorious, then the only question 
that springs up is, are we ourselves, as Repre- 
sentatives in Congtess, better able to decide upon 
the question as to the comparative meri(s of these 
appropriations than the pcople themselves directly 
represented in their Legislatures? 

Mr. HALE. I wish to know, Mr. Speaker, 
if the State of Indiana is not now at liberty, if it 
chooses, to confine the benefits of this act to the 
orphan children of those who have died in the ser- 
vice of the country? The only restriction on that 
is, that these children shall be educated in the se! 
ence of agriculture and the mechanic arts. It does 
not prohibit their education inall other branches 
of a good education. That is the |imit of te 
whole bill. And if the people or the Legislature 
of Indiana choose to confine the benefits of tie 
bill to that class of people, they are perfectly at 
liberty todo so now. ‘Therefore | protestagamst 
the idea that we are legislating against a class ol 
people, when we reject this amendment, so met 
torious—as the gentleman says, and as | admit 
—as are the orphan children of those who fallin 
the service of the country. All that we require 
under that act is that they shall have a good ag- 
riculturAl education, or an education in the me- 
chanicarts, notexcluding the benefits of education 
in allother branches. Can any better education 
than that be provided? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania certainly must know that an agricul 
tural college cannot be organized so as to be ¢ ffect- 
ive short of fifteen or twenty years. Does the 
gentleman propose having a single institution It 
a State like Pennsylvania, or two or three, and 
then talk about these little children who have not 
yet received the benefits of the elements of edu- 
cation going to these colleges? The whole thing 
turns merely on the question whether we are 
more able to decide on this question than the peo 
ple or Legislatures of the respective States. 

If | were proposing to divert these lands from 
the purpose of agricultural colleges the poll 
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nt be well made by the gentleman from Penn- 


| 
might (Mr. Haxe,] or the gentleman from Ver- 
yt, (Me Moraitt,] that it was outof hostility 


‘vtea of agricultaral colleges. Instead of 


e are proposing that one or the other 7 


mot 
to the 


W 
that, lans—one for the benefit of those already 


a iy educated, the other for the maintenance 
artless ) . , 
- education of those who have the strongest 


sympathy, the justice, and the sup- 

cat Amerieat S opile= abseil be adopted. 
rr MORRILL. Will the gentleman yield to 
a for a question > ' 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. The gentleman’s proposi- 

I r diverts these lands from the original 

-epose, or it does not, 
Mp IOLMAN. Itdoes not. It leaves the 
Legislatures of the States the power to avant 
them if they think proper. If the Legislatures 


tion eithe 


do not think proper todo so, the grant is accepted 
under the original law. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understand that. Con- 

ress does not divert them, but it empowers an 

gent Ww do so. 
wer. HOLMAN. Yes. 

Mr. MORRILL. And what an agent does, 
the principal does. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It empowers the people 
through their representatives to appropriate these 
lands to the one or the other of these objects. I 
am very anxious about this matter. So far as it 
affects my own State, I am not afraid to trust her 

eople or her Legislature. 

Now, for the purpose of avoiding the difficulty 
which gentlemen may urge—that in some of the 
States they may not desire to have this diversion 
made—I wish to offer again the proposition that 
| originally offered, allowing the Legislature of 
the State of Indiana to apply these lands to either 
of these two objects. 1 so offer it. 

Mr. SMITHERS. lL ask the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw that, and insist on his origi- 
nalamendment. It was at the suggestion of my- 
self that the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
Wixoom] sodrew it. As he drewit in that way 
I will supportit. I cannot support the amend- 
ment referring only to the State of Indiana. Ifit 
be left to the option of all the States to divert the 
lands to the education of ofphan children of sol- 
diers, or to use them according to their original 
dedication by the act, I will vote for it. I concur 
entirely in the line of observations made by the 
gentleman from Indiana. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined 
and found truly enrolled bills of the following 
ules; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act(S. No. 79) to incorporate Providence 
hospital in the city of Washington, District of | 
Columbia; 


| 
An act (S. No. 82) concerning notaries public 








for the Distriet of Columbia; 
An act (S. No. 155) to incorporate the Union 


eae Company of the District of Columbia; 
and 


An act (S. No. 163) to authorize the Colambia 
lnstitution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 


to confer degrees. 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEG ES—AGAIN. 


Mr. WINDOM. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Indiana, | will renew the amend- | 


| 
ment the gentleman has just withdrawn as an 1] 


amendment to the amendment. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 


I now call the previous question on my amend- 
ment, 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair will state that if 
the previous question be ordered it will exhaust 
itself when the amendment to the amendment and 
the amendment shall have been voted on. 


Mr. PRUYN. It will not apply to the other | 
Secuions of the bill? 


tp ite SPEAKER. It will not. Itapplies only 
amendment, 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put. 

wane the amendment to the amendment 21 
M in the affirmative, and 71 in the negative. 
“tr. WINDOM called for the yeas and nays. 


amendment and the amendment to the | 
© yeas and nays were not ordered. 





| 


ea RE 





I yield forthat purpose, and | 


i 


agreed to. 
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So the amendment to the amendment was dis- 


The question recurred upon the amendment | 
submitted by Mr. Honan; and being put, 38 | 


voted in the affirmative, and 65in the negative. 
Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. MORRILL demanded the previous ques- | 


tion upon the third reading of the bill. 
Mr.PRUYN. Ishould like to be heard upon 
the amendment still pending to the bill, 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order pend- 


ing the demand for the previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put. 

The question recurred upon the following 
amendment reported by the Committee on Agri- 
culture: 


At the end of the first section add: 
Andany State or Territory which has heretofore accepted, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 





or may hereafter accept, the provisions of the said act, shall | 


be authorized to locate the lands, or any part thereof, to 
which they may respectively become entitled under the 
said aet. 

Mr. PRUYN. I desire to inquire whether with 
the consent of the chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture I can offera substitute for that amend- 
ment? 

The SPEAKER. Not at this time, the pre- 
vious question having been ordered upon the bill. 

Mr. CLAY. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 
ing been ordered upon the bill and amendment 
the gentleman can only modify his amendment by 
unanimous consent. If the gentleman asks the 


unanimous consent of the House for that purpose || 


the Chair will put that question. 


Mr. CLAY. 


Provided, The first and second provisos contained in the 


1} 
} 
} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I will then modify my proposi- |) 


I ask unanimous consent to offer | 
the following as a substitute for my amendment: || 


second section of the said act, approved 2d July, 1862, are | 


hereby repealed, and the several States to which land scrip 


has been issued, or may be issued, under said act, may at |} 


any time locate the lands so granted to them respectively, 
either wholly or in part, as they may see fit. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I object to that. 


Theamendment was disagreed to—ayes thirty- 
one, noes not counted. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading, || 


and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. COLE, of Washington. [ask the consent 
of the House to submit an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. Lobject. I demand the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER stated that the business next 
in order was the call of committees for reports of 
a private nature. 


PRESIDENTS ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union upon the Pres- 
ident’s annual message; and move, to enable the 
committee to have that under consideration, that 
all special orders in committee be postponed. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
for the vote 0: going into committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


I now ask 


the President’s annual message, upon which Mr. 
Lone was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Chairman, I speak to-da 
for the preservation of the Government, and = 
though for the first time within these walls, I 

ropose to indulge in that freedom of speech and 
Ltivede of debate so freely exercised by other 

entlemen for the past four montis, and which 
is admissible under the rules in the present con- 
dition of the Heuse. But for what I may say 
and the position | shall occupy upon this floor 
and before the country I alone will be responsi- 
ble, and in the independence of a Representative 
of the people I intend to proclaim the deliberate 


| 


| 


| 
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convictions of my judgment in this fearful hour 
of the country’s peril. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, as we are in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
let us inquire how stands the Union to-day. A 
little over three years ago the present occupant 
of the Presidential Mansion at the other end of 
the avenue came into this city under cover of 
night, disguised in plaid cloak and Scotch cap, 
lest, as was feared by his friends, he might have 
received a warmer greeting than would have been 
agreeable, on his way through Baltimore, at the 
hands of the constituents of the honorable gen- 





| tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Davis.} On the 4th 


of March he was inaugurated, and in his address 
deprecated civil war, using that ever-to-be memo- 
rable language: 

** Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always, and 
when, atter much loss on both sides, and no gain on either, 
you cease fighting, the identical old questions as to terms of 
intercourse are again upon you,.”’ 

Seven States had up to that time seceded from 
All believed that war would be 
/averted. At the conclusion of the address the 
| lamented Douglas, who had closely watched every 
| word as it escaped from the lips of the Presi- 
| dent, turned to a friend, and, with tears in his 
| eyes, ‘*thanked God that after all the election of 
| Abraham Lincoln would not involve the nation 
|inwar.’? Asecret meeting of the Governors ofa 
| number of States was soon after held in this city. 
| A scheme was devised and a vessel sent out, un- 
| der pretense of furnishing provisions to the troops 
| with Major Anderson in Fort Sumter. On ar- 
| riving in Charleston harbor the people of that 
| city fired upon the fort. The telegraph bore the 
| news to this city, and on its first mention to the 
| President he exclaimed, ‘* I knew they would do 
it;’’ which to my mind is conclusive that it was 
intended expressly for that purpose. Seventy- 
| five thousand men were immediately called for; 

war was inaugurated; twenty days were given 

the insurgents to lay down their arms; an ad- 
| ditional five hundred thousand men were soon 
| called for; hostilitics commenced; the rebellion 
was to be crushed inside of sixty days; more 
| troops were called for; the Union was to be re- 
| stored with all the rights, equality, and dignity 

of the States unimpaired. No man was permitted 
| to question for a moment the right of the Govern- 
| ment to coerce the States back into the Union; 
| to doubt the right or question the speedy sup- 
| pression of the rebellion and restoration of the 
| Union was to be denounced as a traitor to the 
| Government and a sympathizer with the South, 
| Thus, sir, was the war inaugurated. The first 
| year passed away; the second came and passed 
jan like manner; so of the third; and now, sir, let 
| me again inquire, how stands the Union to-day? 
| The brief period of three short years has pro- 
| duced a fearful change in this free, happy, and 
| prosperous Government—so free in its restraints 

upon personal liberty, and so gentle in its de- 
| mands upon the resources of the people, that the 
| celebrated Humboldt, after traveling through the 
| country, on his return to Europe said, ‘* The 
| American people have a Government which you 
| can neither see nor feel.’’ Sodifferentis itnow, 
| and so great is the change, that the inquiry might 


|| well be made to-day, ‘* Are we not in Constanti- 
|| nople, in St. Petersburg, in Vienna, in Rome, orin 


| Paris?’’ Military governors and their provost mar- 
| shals override the laws, and the echo of the armed 

heel rings forth as clearly now in America as in 
France or in Austria; and the President sits to- 
| day — by armed soldiery stationed at every 
| approach leading to the Executive Mansion. So 


|| far from crushing the rebellion in sixty days, 


; i] , b dy passed ; andf 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bourwe x | Cenen pares nae ae Oe 


in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of | 


the day on which the conflict began up to the pres- 
| enthour, the confederate army has not been forced 
| beyond the sound of their guns from the dome of 
| the Capitol in which we are assembied. The 
| city of Washington is to-day, as it has been for 
three years, guarded by Federal troops in all the 
fortsand fortifications with which it is surrounded 
| to prevent an attack from the enemy; and as an 
evidence of the despondency of the Administra- 
tion, and the unsuccessful opening of the spring 
campaign of the fourth year in the progress of the 
war, the Morning Chronicle of this city, the Pres- 
ident’s organ, in an editorial a few mornings since 
| said: 
‘* Charleston has not been taken; Lee maintains a bold 
front on the Rapidan; the Florida expedition was a fail- 
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ure; the Sherman expedition has not been a success, and 
the rebels have everywhere shown more vigor than they 
were supposed to possess.”’ } 

Although the same paper and others in support 
of the Administration have told the country from | 
time to time during the past winter that thé re- 
bellion was crushed and slavery was dead, that 
the confederates were deserting in whole regi- | 
ments ata me, coming within our lines, taking 
the oath and describing the most horrible suffer- 
ing and demoralization from want of food, cloth- | 
ing, and ill-treatment, yet at the very time the | 
people have been so deceived and misled from day 
to day, the President calls for five hundred thou- 
sand more troops, and in a few weeks follows it 
with an additional call for two hundred thousand 
more, making seven hundred thousand since the 
Ist of January, and over two million five hundred 
thousand out of the three million five hundred 
thousand who voted inthe so-called loyal States 
at the last presidential election, since the com- 
mencement of the war, when seventy-five thou- 
sand militia were to end itin twenty, or, atmost, 
in sixty days, 


Mr. Chairman, I have thus made a very brief 
statement of facts asto the condition of the Union 
to-day, and for doing which I have no doubt the 
usual charge of ** encouragement for the rebels,’? | 
‘*the prolongation of the war,’’ ** the rebels are 
aided by their friends upon this floor,’’ and the | 
like charges will be repeated again by gentlemen 
on the opposite side of the House, and as | have 
heard such charges so repeatedly during the past 
four months, | say now and here, that the real 
friends of the confederates, those who give them 
aid and encouragement and enable them to carry 
on the war, are on the opposite side of the House 
and in the control of the Government. Your con- 
fiscation resolution, voted for and passed by the 
friends of the Administration, by which you pro- 
pose to thrust your hands into the coffin of the 
deceased father and take all he may have left at 
his death to his widow and innocent and unof- 
fending children, is worth more than fifty thou- 
sand men to the confederate army. The order 
issued by the President to General Saxton, divid- 
ing up and parceling out the State of South Caro- 
lina among the negroes and enterprising Yankees 
of Massachusetts, gives courage, energy, and en- 
thusiasm to the men now in arms in the confed- 
erate States. The order of the President to his 
military commanders in Louisiana and Arkansas, | 
and the order issued in pursuance thereof by Gen- 
eral Banks to the people of Louisiana, in which, 
by a single dash of his pen, he strikes out of ex- 
istence the constitution and organic law of the 
State, and by virtue of the power vested in him 
as a major general proceeds to call and hold an 
election and inaugurate State officers, and set up 
a State government, and the legislation consum- 
mated and proposed by Congress and speeches 
made upon this floor, in support of radicalism, 
is strengthening the confederacy and prolonging 
the war. Herein, sir, is where ioe find strength; 
the true friends of the confederacy in the North 
are the radical abolitionists and the radical press 
goading on the President to issue proclamations 
and military orders, which provide food, raiment, 
strength, and support for the confederacy. 

if Mr. Lincoln had made a gift of millions 
of greenbacks to Jefferson Davis to be used as 
bounty money in recruiting the confederate army, 
he could not have done better service to the cause 
of the South than he has done by his silly, absurd, 
and insulting amnesty proclamation, and his 
equally absurd attempt to create State govern- 
ments by dictatorial power. He has, in effect, 
said to the southern people, ** You shall not re- 
turn to the Union except under such local govern- 
ments as I and my military officers dictate,”’ and 
with the aid of his friends in Congress he is en- 
abled to add: ‘*In the event of your submission 
and return, your estates shall be confiscated, your 
property, personal and real, shall be taken from 

ou; your children shall be disinherited and left 
Secsalenn and penniless to starve, under the scorn 
and hatred of northern fanatics; your lands and 
manor houses shall be parceled out among our 
retainers; the negro (FREDMAN) and the adven- 
turer shall sit and rule at your hearthstones; and 
you, beggars and outcasts, shall be forbidden 
representation in our national councils, and be 
shut out forever from all offices of trust and 
honor.’’ Such is the language in which Mr. 





eee AA 


| blood, which courses with as 


Lincoln and this Congress and the preceding 
Congress have spoken and are speaking to the 
people of the South. And now, sir, with sucha 
prospect before them as the sequel of submission, 
outlawry, disfranchisement, social, moral, and 
political degradation, penury for themselves and 
their children, decreed as their portion, will they 
throw down their arms and submit to the terms? 
Who shall believe that the free, proud American 
uick pulsation 
through their veins as our own, will not be spilled 
to the last drop in resistance? Thisis the source, 


. | 
sir, from whence comes encouragement, strength, 


support, and sustenance for the confederates; here- 


in lies the secret of the unity of their action, the 
prolongation of the contest, and the desperation of || 


the conflict, produced, not by anything said or 
measures proposed by gentlemen upon this side 
of the House, or by any measures proposed or 
peer advocated by the Democratic party, but 
y the acts of the gentlemen who make the 
charges, and the President and his military com- 
manders, who issue the proclamations and mili- 
tary orders. 

Mr. Chairman, I have deemed it proper thus 
to advert to the charges of encouragement to the 
confederates so repeatedly made upon this floor, 


}and I again recur to the consideration of the 


Union. Can the Union be restored by war? |! 
answer most unhesitatingly and deliberately, No, 
never; ** war is final, eternal separation.’’ My first 


| and highest ground of opposition to its further 


| prosecution is, 





that it is wrong; it is in violation 
of the Constitution and of the fundamental prin- 
ciples on which the federal Union was founded. 
My second objection is, that as a policy it is not 
reconstructive but destructive, and will, if con- 
tinued, result speedily in the destruction of the 


Government and the loss of civil liberty, to both 


| North and South, and it ought, therefore, to im- 


mediately cease. 

In order, Mr. Chairman, that we may know 
what views were entertained upon the right, as 
well as the expediency, of coercing States into 
submission, by some of the departed as well as 
living statesmen of the country, previous to the 
commencement of the present war, I propose to 
call the attention of the House and the country to 
a few extracts which, to my mind, are worthy of 
consideration at this time. 

In 1827, during the administration of Mr. John 
Quincy Adams, when the Legislature of Georgia 
had passed an act setting aside the laws of Con- 
gress regulating intercourse with the Indian tribes 
within her limits, the messages of the President, 
of the 5th and 8th of February, 1827, in relation 


| thereto were referred to a select committee of the 





Senate, of which Colonel Benton was chairman, 
and of which Martin Van Buren and General 
William H. Harrison, both afterwards President 
of the United States, were members. The com- 
mittee in their report (Senate Documents, second 


session Nineteenth Congress, Document No. 69) 
say: 
“It is believed to be among those axioms, which ina 
yovernment like ours no man may be permitted to dispute, 
that the only security for the permanent union of these 
States is to be found in the principle of common affec- 
tion, resting on the basis of common interest. The sanc- 
tions of the Constitution would be impotent to retain, in 
concerted and harmonious action, twenty-four sovereign- 
ties, hostile in their feelings toward each other, and acting 
under the impulse of a real or imagined diversity of interest. 
The reSort to force would be alike vain and nugatory. Its 
frequentuse would subjectit, with demonstrative certainty, 
to ultimate failure; while its temporary success would be 
valueless for all purposes of social happiness. In such con- 
tests, however unequal, and however transient, the seeds 
of disunion would be thickly sown, and those who may be 
destined to witness them will speedily thereafter be called 
to lament the destruction of the fairest prospect of civil 
liberty which Heaven in its mercy has vouchsafed to man.” 
° . * * ‘The committee will not enlarge upon 
the frightful consequences of civil wars, They are known 
to be calamitous to single Governments, and fatal to con- 
federacies.”’ 


The prediction of the committee of the destruc- 
tion of the fairest prospect of civil liberty which 
Heaven in its mercy has vouchsafed to man, is 
already in great danger of being realized; and 
every hour the war is continued only widens the 
separation and increases the danger. 

Sut, sir, 1 propose to introduce the opinion of 
another departed statesman of the school of poli- 
ties to which the gentlemen on the opposite side 
of the Chamber belong, and for whose political 
opinions they entertain the highest regard. That 
profound statesman, after the experience of many 
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| a part; and under these limitations have the 








April 4 
years in the most exalted positions of the aos 
and with a perfect knowledge of the subject tion, 
which he spuke, said: DJECt Upon 

“Nations acknowledge no judge betwee 


+9~ n the 
earth ; and their Governments from necess them upon 


intereourse with each other, decide when o, fain In their 
party to a contract.to perform its obligations ab = Of one 
other from the reciprocal fulfillment of his owy 7 ~ he 
last of earthly powers is not necessary to the eae this 
independence of Stateg connected together by the j ae ot 
ate action of the people of whoin they consist. ‘T immedi. 
ple alone is there reserved as weil the dissoly ae i peo. 
stituent power; and that power can be exercised me n- 
only under the tie of conscience, binding them toy 2 
utive justice of Heaven, 7 He retrib. 
“ With these qualifications we may admit the ear 
as vested in the people of every State in the Union an 
reference to the General Government, whicl; wac,. 2 


1) Was €xer 7 
by the people of the united colonies with reference 1.) i 


supreme head of the British empire, of which they for - 
Orne 


people of rach 


State in the Union a right to secede {rom the contederaied 
ae 


Union itself. 

*“*Thus stands the rientr. But the indissoluble 1; ; 
union between the people of the several States of t vibe 
federated nation is, after all, not in the right but tg 
heart. If the day should ever come—may Heayen — 
it!—when the affections of the people of these gy ea : 
be alienated from each other; when the fra ral seta 
shall give way to cold indifference, or collisions oy anon 
shall tester into hatred, the bands of political conde . 7 net 
will not long hold together parties no longer attra, ted by 
the magnetism of conciliated interests and kindly < . 
pathies ; and far better will it be for the people of the dis. 
united States to part in friendship from each other than to 
be held together by constraint. ‘hen will be the time 


HS COn. 


ial] 


reverting to the precedents which occurred at the fory sth : 
and adoption of the Constitution to form again a more 
perfect Union by dissolving that which could no jo, ger 
bind, and to leave the separated parts to be reunited by 
the law of political gravitation to the center.”? 


Thus, Mr. Chairman, spoke John Quincy 


| Adams in an address delivered before the New 


York Historical Society, on the 30th of April, 
1839, in commemoration of the fiftieth anniver. 
sary of the inauguration of George Waghington 
as President of the United States. Mf. Adams 
was a believer in the doctrine therein set forth, and 
the leaders of the party to which he belonged 
shared in that beliefand continued to do so until the 
commencementof the present unnatural civil war, 
If it was sound doctrine before secession took 
place and the war began, what is there, in either, 
to change the principle? 

Andrew Jackson, in his farewell address to the 
American people, has solemnly warned them that 
the citizens of one se@ion of the country arrayed 
in arms against the other would be the end of the 
Union and an end tothe hope of freedom. Hesays: 


‘If such a struggle is once begun, and the citizens of 
one section of the country are arrayed in arms against 
those of the other, in doubtful conflict, let the battle result 
as it may there will be an end of the Union, and with it 
an end of the hope of freedom. The victory of the injured 
would not secure to them the blessings of liberty; it would 
avenge their wrongs, but they would themselves share in 
the common ruin. The Constitution cannot be maintained 
nor the Union preserved in opposition to public feeling by 
the mere exertion of the coercive powers confided to the 
Government.”’ 


But this oe that the Union cannot be pre- 
served by the coercive powers confided to the 
Government was not confined to the departed 
statesmen of the country. William H. Seward, 
in his letter of April 11, 1861, to Mr. Adams, 
our minister to England, said: 

‘¢ For these reasons, the President would not be dis- 
posed to reject a. cardinal doctrine of theirs, [the re bels,} 
namely, that the Federal Government could not recuce the 
seceding States to obedience by conquest, even though he 
were disposed to question that proposition. But in fact 
the President willingly accepts it astrue. Only an imperia) 
or despotic Government could subjugate thoroughly disaf- 
fected and insurrectionary members of the State. This 
Federal republican system of ours is, of all forms of go¥- 
ernment, the very one which is most unfitted for such la 
bors.”? i 

Such was the language of the Secretary of State 
in April, 1861, three days before the Sunday . 
which the President wrote his proclamation ca» 
> ' 
ing out seventy-five thousand troops, but alter 
seven States had seceded from the Union. The 
Secretary shared in the fears of the President, 
that the attempt to subjugate the South would destroy 
the Government. Three years of civil war, = 
vain and fruitless effort at subjugation, attest an 
pore to-day the correctness of the opinion then 

eld by the President: 

« Only an imperial or despotic Government could -” 
jugate thoroughly disaffected and insurrectionary mi" 7” e 
eCthe State” « © * © “This Fedee 
publican system of ours is, of all forms of government, U 
most unfitted for such labor.’’ ad 

Who does not believe it? If there 1s we” 
the Declaration of Independence, and the > 
men on the opposite side of the House w! 
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: , ect 
ot dispute it since they incorporated it in 
latform, which became a law unto || 
President, who, I ask, can deny the conclu- | 


tainly n 
the Chicago P 
the 


f the Secretary of State, having in view al- 
sion 0 : 


wi id at cardinal trath underlying all republican 

at ‘‘ which derive their just powers 
fom the consent of the governed?”? If the Presi- 
dent and his Secretary of State gave utterance to 
yh in 1861, is it any less a truth to-day? Has 
= . athe r the experience of three years of war 
i femed it? 1 believed it then, I believe it now. 
; But sir, | have still other witnesses to call. 


pllly 


the 
Governments, 


The honorable Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] | 


; reported in the Congressional Globe, third ses- 

sion Thirty-Fourth Congress, page 25, said: 

«“Y a cannot forcibly hold menin this Union, for the 
“t to do so, it seems to me, would subvert the first 

rinciples of the Government under which we live.” 

principles 


Oy the 10th of June, 1846, Congressional Globe, 
nage 94, the present Chief Magistrate of the na- 


yn said? 
ans people, anywhere, being inclined and having the 

wor, have a right to rise up and shake off the existing 
Government, aud form a new one that suits them better.’ 
a eee * ‘Nor is this right confined to cases in 
which the people of an existing Government may choose to 
exercise it. Any portion of such people that can may rev- 
ojutionize and may make their own so much of the terri- 


tory as they inhabit. More than this, a majority of any por- | 


as he and the President undoubtedly had, | 





tion of such people may revolutionize, putting down a mi- | 


nority intermingled with or near about them, who may op- | 


pose their movements.” 

But, sir, | propose to call another witness to 
testify against this coercive policy, who also spoke 
in advance of the war. Edward Everett, in his 


ietter of May 29, 1860, to Washington Hunt, ac- | 
centing the nomination as Vice President of the | 


Union party, of which, I believe, the distinguished 
contieman from Maryland (Mr. Henry Winter 
Davis] was a member, and for whom a number of 
gentl men upon this floor voted, then said: 

“The suggestion that the Union can be maintained by 
numerical preponderance and military prowess of one sec- 
tion exerted to coerce the other into submission is, in my 
udement, as self-contradictory as itis dangerous, Itcomes 
joaded with the death-smell from fields wet with brothers’ 
blood. Ifthe vital principle of all republican Government 
‘isthe consent of the governed,’ much more does a union 
of coequal sovereign States require as its basis the harmony 
of its members and their voluntary cooperation in its or- 
ganic functions.”? 

Itwill no doubt be said Mr. Everett has changed 
his views upon the subject; that may be so, but 
Ihave not; I believed it sound doctrine in 1860, 
before secession occurred or coercion began. 
Three years’ experience in attempting ‘* by nu- 
merical preponderance and military prowess of 
one section exerted to coerce the other into sub- 
mission”’ has convinced me more thoroughly that 
itis “as self-contradictory as it is dangerous;”’ 
contradictory, because it violates the great prin- 
ciples of free government which ‘‘derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed,’’ and 
d@gerous because by its exercise, especially when 
wielded by a weak, vacillating, and unscrupulous 
nian, itdestroys instead of maintaining the Union. 
Constitutions and organic law, civil liberty and 
personal security are forced to yield to what is 
claimed to be a military necessity, and the Gov- 

ernment itself, in the brief period of three short 
years, is to-day verging on the very brink of ruin. 

lam well aware, sir, that the cry of disloyalty, 

want of patriotism, and lack of devotion to the 
Government, which is in every place and at all 
times raised against those who have the independ- 
ence to disapprove of any of the acts of Mr. Lin- 
coln, as well as an inordinate desire for Govern- 
ment patronage, from the building of a steamship 
and a shoddy contract down to the insignificant 
position of taking charge of a mutilated and de- 
preciated greenback in the Treasury building, has 
changed the opinions of many men, but the fixed 
principles of free government as well as the rules 
o' right, reason, justice, and truth, are unchange- 
able; and although it may be unpopular, and even 
atthe risk of personal liberty in times like the 
Present, to advocate them, they are nevertheless 
eternal and immutable. 

a! tie naneuishied gentleman from Pennsylva- 
udbene reren,) who stands upon this floor 
of the ae he country as an acknowledged leader 
att Fey pecege party, has had the honesty 

“’ tndependence, in a speech delivered at an 
‘arly part of the session, to announce what he 
tolds to be the true position of the confederate 

tes, He says: 


“Some think that these States are still in the Union and 
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entitled to the protection of the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States,” 


This idea he at once repudiates, and then boldly 
affirms that which he holds to be the true doc- 


| trine: 


** Others hold that having committed treason, renounced 
their allegiance to the Union, discarded the Constitution 
and laws, organized a distinct and hostile government, and 
by force of arms have risen from the condition of insurgents 
to the position ofan independent Power de facto, and having 
been acknowledged as a belligerent both by foreign nations 


and our own Government, the Constitution and the Union | 


are abrogated so far as they are concerned, and that as be- 
tween the two belligerents they are under the laws of war 
and the laws of nations alone, and that whichever Power 


1501 
among the southern people. It is possible that 
in districts of country occupied by the Army oc- 
casionally a man may be found who, seeing noth- 
ing before him but ignominy and death, his wile 
and innocent children appealing to him for pro- 


| tection with all the ties ef filial affection, his prop- 
/erty to be confiscated and his family to become 


| conquers may treat the vanquished as conquered provinces, | 





| and may impose upon them such conditions and laws as 


it may deem best.’’ 


In answer to any objections that may be raised | 


to this position he says: 

“But it is said that this must be considered a contest 
with rebel individuals only, as States in the Union cannot 
make war. That is true so long as they remain in the 
Union. But they claim to be out of the Union, and the 
very fact that we have admitted them to be in a state of 
war, to be belligerents, shows that they are no louger inthe 
Union, and that they are waging war in their corporate ca- 


pacily, under the corporate name of the confederate States, | 


and that such major corporation is composed of minor cor 


outcasts and beggars in the world—that such a 
man, in order for the time being to save himself, 
save his family, and save his property, may take 


| the oath, but the effect produced by it will be like 
| that of Galileo, who invented the telescope and 


who first taught the rotary motion of the earth. 
That noble old Italian, after many years of labor 
in the study of science, and on he had ad- 
vanced to the extreme age of seventy, was sum- 
moned before an inquisition, tried, condemned, 
and imprisoned ina dungeon for teaching a heresy. 


|| Subsequently he was brought out and offered 


porations called States acting in their associated character.” | 
7 > 


* 2 . 7 * * * * 


«“ When an insurrection becomes sufficiently formidable | 


to entitle the party to belligerent rights it places the con- 
tending Powers on precisely the same footing as foreign 
nations at war with each other.’? * ° 7 = . 

“No one acquainted with the magnitude of this contest 
can deny toit the characterofacivilwar. For nearly three 
years the confederate States have maintained their decla- 
ration of independence by toree ofarms.”” * * * * 

** What, then, is the etfeet of this public war between 
these belligerent, these foreign nations? Before this war 
the parties were bound together by a compact, by a treaty 
called a ‘Constitution.’ They acknowledged the validity 
of municipal laws mutually binding on each. This war 


| has cut asunder all these ligaments, abrogated all the obli- 








gations.” 


Now, sir, for once, at least, I agree with the 


liberty on condition of his renouncing his heret- 
ical doctrine. The effect of once more beholding 
the glorious light of the sun, and breathing again 
the pure air of heaven, as contrasted with the 
loathsome dungeon in which he had been cast, 


| and to which he had to return-if he did not re- 


nounce his belief in the earth’s motion, so far 
overcame his humanity that he consented to com- 
ply, and upon his bended knees, with his hands on 
the Gospels, he abjured his belief in the Coperni- 
can doctrine. Part of his abjuration ran in these 


| words: 


distinguished gentleman from Neuere that | 


the confederate States are outof the 


pying the position ofan independent Power de facto, 
have been acknowledged as a belligerent both by 


Jnion, occu- | 


foreign nations and our own Government, main- | 
tained their declaration of independence for three | 


years by force of arms, and that the war has cut 


asunder all the ligaments and abrogated all the | 
obligations that bound them under the Constitu- || 


tion. 
willing we may be to accept such position as the 
actual condition of the confederate States, the 
history of the past three years, the law of nations, 
the genius of our Government, and a regard for 


So far I agree with him, and however un- || 


| truth compel me, at least, to accept it and my | 


judgment to approve it, and if the charge of dis- | 
jugs PI 8 


loyalty is brought against me for this opinion I 
have only to shield myself under the broad mantle 
of the distinguished leader of the Republican party. 

At the commencement of the war England and 


France both declared the confederate States to be | 


belligerents, the United States has treated with 


them as such in the exchange of prisoners, and the | 


Administration is to-day, without the honesty or 
independence of the gentleman from Pennsy|va- 
nia to avow it, doing precisely what he proposes 
to do under his war of conquest waged against the 
cOnfederate States as a foreign nation, Itis notnow 
even pretended that the war is carried on having 
for its object the restoration of the Union. ‘*Recon- 
struction,’’ ‘‘ consolidation,’’ ‘‘ centralization,” 
** with an entire change in the Constitution,”’ are 
the terms employed in speaking of the Govern- 
ment that is to exist hereafter. To speak of the 


Constitution as itis and the Union ag it was isan | 


offense, subjecting an officer in the Army to pun- | 


ishment by dismissal from the service, and con- 
clusive evidence of disloyalty in the citizen. 
If the time ever was when the Union could have 


been sestored by war (which I do not believe) it | 
has long since been dispelled by emancipation, | 
confiscation, amnesty, and the like proclamations, || 


military orders annulling State constitutions, set- 
ting aside State laws, obliterating State lines, and 
attempting to organize and set up a form of State 
government in their stead in which one man out 
of ten who shall turn abolitionist, take and sub- 
scribe an oath to execute and obey the will of 


Abraham Lincoln, whatever it may be, shall || 


govern and rule over the remaining nine who 
refuse to become abolitionists. These follies of 
the Administration, and others of like character, 
haye, instead of *‘ crushing the rebellion,’’ crushed 
out whatever Union sentiment may have remained 


1 
1 
i 


** With a sincere heart and unfeigned faith, I abjure, 
curse, and detest the said errors and heresies, (namely, that 
the earth moves, &c.;}] L swear that I will never in future 
say Or assert anything verbally or in writing which may 
give rise to a similar suspicion against me.” 

Rising from his knees, with his eyes still fixed 
upon the earth, he whispered to a friend, **E pur 
si muove.’’ ‘*It moves for all that.”’ 

So it will be with the man whois forced to take 
the amnesty oath, to save himself, his family, and 
his property: he may take it, but in his heart 
he will detest and despise the authority that re- 
quires it. Will such a man be devoted to or 
make a.good citizen of the Government in which 
he lives? Who shall believe it? The history of 
Poland, of Hungary, of Italy, and of Ireland fur- 
nishes an answer to the question. If imperial 
Governments are not able to hold in submissive 
obedience small portions of a vast empire, once 
in revolt, how much less a Government having 
for its basis ‘the consent of the governed!”’ 

Bat, Mr. Chairman,‘‘subjugation’’is the watch- 
word. Liberty and freedom for the slave and sub- 
jugation or extermination for the master is the 
popular cry. ‘* Meet them, fight them, crush 
them,’ says the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Sairu.] Sir, that is easily said upon this floor, 
and is popular with those who from day to day 
fill the gallery of this House; but even the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky as well as a number of 
other military gentlemen were quite willing to fore- 
go the pleasure of the performance and exchange 
their commissions as generals in the field for a 
certificate entitling them to a seat upon this floor; 


| and were I to judge by the willingness with 


which it was done, the tenacity with which they 
hold on to it, and the efforts some of them are 
making to return here again, instead of the war 
spirit they breathe within these walls, I should 
strongly suspect them of being in sympathy with 
the peace party. 

Mr. Chairman, I am no military man, and 
therefore incompetent to give advice or advance 
an opinion in military affairs, but I have often 
been forcibly struck by the remarks of Marshal 
Ney in reply to Napoleon, as related by Headley 
in his Napoleon and his Marshals: 

‘One day, at Madrid, Napoleon entered the room where 
Ney and several officers were standing, and said in great 
giec, ‘ Everything goes on well; Romania will be reduced 


in a fortnight; the English are defeated and will be unable 
to advance; in three months the war will be finished.’”’ 


The officers to whom this was addressed made 


| no reply; but Ney, shaking his head, said with 


his characteristic bluntness: 
*¢¢ Sire, this war has lasted long already, and our affairs 


| are not improved. The people are obstinate, even their 


women and children fight; they massacre our men in detail. 
T'o-day we cut the enemy in pieces, to-morrow we have to 
oppose another twice as numerous, I[t is not an army we 
have to fight, it is a whole nation. I see no end to Usis 
business.’ 

‘Bonaparte followed his own inclinations, and was 
eventually defeated.’ 


M?. Chairman, is there not instruction in the 
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biunt yet forcible reply of the old French mar- 
shal to his superior officer for us? Have we not 
had from time to time the predictions of Napoleon 
during the past three years, but without a Mar- 
shal Ney to say, ‘* 1 see noend to this business?’ 

But, Mr. Chairman, how do we stand in the 
eyes of the civilized world to-day in waging a war 
of subjugation and conquest against the confed- 
erate States which have seceded from us and set 
up a government of their own? Are we not incon- 
sistent with all our former acts? Have we not 
been early to admit this proper with regard to 
others? ‘There never was a people on the face of 
earth that demanded an isibipegiivet Government 
that did not have the sympathy of the American 


yeople, arid ought we now to shrink from the doc- 
peopte, 


trine we have been so willing to apply to others? 
My earliest recollection is the appeal made by 


Clay and Webster in behalf of Greece, in 1824, 


when they so eloquently declaimed in that behalf, 
on this floor and in the other branch of Congress. 
Whether it was Greece or the States of South 
America, or Poland, or Hungary, or Italy, or Ire- 
land, the fact thata large country, for any cause, 
demanded a distinct and separate Government, 
always received the warmest sympathy and sup- 
or of the American people, irrespective of party. 
“ven as late as December, 1860, after Mr. Lincoln 
was elected, and after the preliminary steps for 
secession had been taken, the paper having the 
largest cireulation of any in the Republican party, 
and having more influence than any other in the 
formation of Republican opinion, declared that it 
could see no reason why, if three million colonists 
could separate from the British Crown in 1776 
that five million southerners could not separate 
from usin 1861. I have been as much puzzled as 
the distinguished Republican editor, Mr. Greeley, 


to find—looking atit as a revolutionary right—the | 


difference in position. Ought we to shrink from 


the application of a doctrine to ourselves which 


we have been so willing toapply to other nations, 
such as Austria, Russia, and Spain? If we do, 
what will be the judgment of impartial history? 

How much better it would have been for us and 
for the cause of Democracy throughout the globe, 
whatasplendid tribute it would have been to a re- 


publican Government, if we had parted in peace | 


with our dissatisfied sister States, as Mr. Everett 
recommended as late as February, 1861, sustained 
by such leading Republican journals as the Cin- 
cinnati Commercial, New York Tribune, Indian- 


apolis Journal, Chicago Tribune, New Haven | 


(Connecticut) Palladium, Columbus Journal, and 
Salmon P. Chase, now Secretary of the Treasury, 


and many others of that school. What in mo- | 


narchical countries had required along and bloody 


war would have been accomplished by demo- || 
cratic principles and a republican sense of jus- | 


tice. What a splendid proof it would have 
afforded of the capacity of the people for self- 
government! What a noble lesson it would have 
conveyed to the whole civilized world! The fact 


that we could rise superior to all prejudices and | 
peerene. and to have conquered ourselves, would | 


save been the highest triumph that we had ever 
achieved, 

I regretas much, Mr. Chairman, as any gentle- 
man upon this floor, that any of our sister States 
should have desired to cut asunder the ligaments 
that bound them tous. None would be more will- 


ing than myself t0 make any reasonable sacri- | 
fice to induce them to return to their partnership | 


with us; butstill recognizing the truth of the doc- 
trine taught by the fathers of the Republic and 


so fairly expressed by Mr. John Quincy Adams, | 


that our Government was, after all, in the heart, 
and that it would be better, severe as would be 
the pang of regret, to part in friendship rather 


than to hold sovereign States pinned to us by the | 


bayonet, as Mr. Greeley expressed it in 1861. 
What advance have we made in the science and 
principles of government? 

Mr. Chairman, if we cannot rise above the 
Austro-Russian principle of holding subject prov- 
inces by the power of force and coercion, what 
becomes of the Declaration of Independence, and 
of all our teachings for eighty years? After all, 


Mr. Chairman, it is not the extent of territory | 
which should be the object of our desires, Bet- | 


ter sacrifice even nine tenths of the territory than 
destroy our republican form of government. 
What our people desired in 1861, and which I 
honored, though I regarded as mistaken, was the 


preservation of the Government and the retention |, 


of our jurisdiction of the whole territory. They 
were rightly willing to sacrifice every material 
consideration for that purpose. Land is nothing, 
Mr. Chairman, compared toliberty. Weexisted 
as aRepublic when the mouth of the Mississippi 
washeld by a foreign Power, when we had noth- 
ing west of that river; when Florida was held 


|| perience of my individual belief 


against us; and we could exist again, if by the 
chastisement of Heaven we should be curtailed to | 


our old territorial dimensions. 
we purchased the whole of that immense terri- 
tory; and were it a hundred thousand times as 


For $15,000,000 | 


|| extreme measures, and a desire not 


valuable its preservation would not be worth our | 


admirable form of government, 


ambition of national greatness. Russia, and even 
China, can vie with us in that, but who would 
not rather reside in one of the cantons of Switzer- 
land, or in Great Britain, than in those countries? 
It is not in the extentof territory we possess, but 
in the manner in which we govern it that renders 
us respectable. Many gentlemen seem rather to 
look at the quantity than the quality. All re- 
publics have been destroyed by the thirst of terri- 
torial aggrandizement and the lust of conquest. 


The great object of our Government should be | 
to develop and cultivate the internal resources || 


of those friendly to its jurisdiction, rather than 
to extend it over hostile and foreign peoples. It 
is in that character that true patriotism is to be 
cultivated and true national glory found. Espe- 
cially should all republics cultivate the arts of 
peace, since itis by the war power that free Gov- 
ernments are commonly overturned. 

The charge has been made that democracy is 
turbulent, warlike, and aggressive, but if so, it 
is a terrible misconception of its true interests, for 
upon the people fall the awful calamities of armed 
| collisions. An eminent poet (Lord Byron) has 
said that war was a game which, if the people 
were wise, kings and princes would never play 
at. The venerable Dr. Franklin, at the close of 


his illustrious career, remarked that there never | 
We have made, 


wasa good waranda bad peace. 
Mr. Chairman, by this war, eight million bitter 
enemics upon the American continent. While 
time shall last the recollections of this bloody strife 
will never fade from the memories of the people, 
North and South, but will be handed down to the 
latest generation. The words Shiloh, Antietam, 
Gettysburg, Murfreesboro’, Richmond, Vicks- 
burg, and Fort Donelson, are words of division 
and disunion, and will serve to bring emotions of 
eternal hate. If it was true,as was suggested b 
a distinguished Senator from Ohio (Mr. Wane} 
| in a speech in Portland in 1855, that he believed 
** thatno two nations on earth hated each other as 
much as the North and South,’’ how much more 
true is the remark now after they have been ar- 
_rayed in such bloody contests. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. WASHBURNEDof Illinois. As the speech 
of the gentleman from Ohio is the key-note of the 
Democratic party in the coming election, I hope 
there will be no objection to his finishing hisspeech. 
[Cries of **Order!’’] It meansrecognition of the 

| confederacy by foreign Powers, and peace uppn 
terms ofdisunion. [Renewed cries of “Order!’’] 

No objection being made, 

Mr. LONG procecded: It is the object of the 
sword to cut and cleave asunder, but never to 
unite. What union is there between Russia and 
Poland, between Austria and Hungary, between 
England and Catholic Ireland, where the sword 
and the bayonet for centuries have been employed? 

\| Instead of conterring national strength, they are 
sources of weakness to the countries that hold them 
in subjection;and which would this day be strong- 
er without them than with them. 

Mr. Chairman, these lessons of history dre full 
of warning and example. Much better would it 

| have been for us in the beginning, much better 

would it be for us now, to consent to a division 
of our magnificent empire and cultivate amicable 
relations with our estranged brethren, than to 
seek to hold them to as by the power of the sword. 

Here let me advert to the common yet perfectly 
glaring and apparent error, that to part with our 
jurisdiction over eleven States involves the de- 
struction of our Government, 
|| the proposition demonstrates its absurdity. As 

well might one say, who had a farm of two hun- 
|| dred acres of Jand, that he had lost his title deed 





Pride of territorial ambition is a vulgar and low | 





The statement of” 
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| that. by the terms of the Federal co 


} 








a 


to all of it because by some misfortune he | 
parted with fifty. In losing the South a had 
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function of our Government over ps ee 


IS surr, 
dered. It remains over us as completely eee 
eign as itever did. Here let me say on th — 


ex. 
» that if It had 
been understood in the North as in the ¢. 

P moun 
. Mpact a §; 
had a right to secede from the Union, this ¢ c 

‘ isu 


tion would never have occurred. Had the N 
sO understood the matter, there would have | 
upon its part a forbearance from the 


Me 


orth 
een 
€Xercise of 


i to force the 
southern States to the wall that would ever haye 
lave 


maintained the confederacy unbroken 
the prevalence of the idea of the consolidati 
in the North, that the southern States — 
right to and would not secede, that tempted i cE 
into that fatal policy that has sundered the — 
federacy. sil 
[tis said that no confederacy can exist } 
recognition of this principleg but such was ie 
the view of the fathers of the Government “ 
was not the view of Jefferson and Madison in 
their immortal resolutions of 1798 and 1799 P 
It has been said, Mr. Chairman, that jc woul 
make a confederacy a rope of sand; but if a ia 
is strange that the southern confederacy, where 
it is recognized, should hold together throush 


t Wag 


| such a bloody pressure as we have applied to it 


for the last three years. It is a strange rope of 
sand that endures all that. 

Butto return, Mr. Chairman. As will be judged 
perhaps, by the tenor of these remarks, | am re. 
luctantly and despondingly forced to the conely- 
sion that the Union is lost never to be restored. 
I regard all dreams of the restoration of the Union 
which was the pride of my life, and to restore 
which even now I would pour out my heart’s 
blood, as worse than idle. I see, neither North 
nor South, any sentiment on which it is possible 
to build a Union. Those elements of Union which 
Mr. Adams described have, by the process of time, 
been destroyed. Worse, yea,worse than that, Mr, 
Chairman, I am reluctantly forced to the conelu- 
sion that in attempting to preserve our jurisdic- 


tion over the southern States we have Jost our 


constitutional form of government over the north- 


'ern. What has been predicted by our wisest and 


most eminent statesmen has come to pass; in grasp- 
ing at the shadow we have lost the substance; wn 


striving to retain the casket of liberty in which our 


jewels were confined we have lost those precious 
muniments of freedom. Our Government, as all 
know, is not anything resembling what it was 
three years ago; there is not one single vestige of 
the Constitution remaining ;every clause andevery 
letter of it has been violated, and I have no ea 
myself that it willever again be respected; revolu- 
tions never go back ward to the pointat which they 
started. There has always been a large parigin 
this country favorable to a strong or monarcliical 
Government, and they have now all the elements 
upon which to establish one: they have a vast 
army,an immense public debt, and an irresponsi- 
ble Executive. Ambitious to retain power, he is 
a candidate for reélection, and, as Commander-in- 
Chief, it is charged (whether true or false | shall 
not undertake to decide) that he has already used 
the Army in the Florida expedition to advance his 
chances of success. One of the generals he has 
decapitated (General Frémont) has entered the 
field todispute his claim to a continuance in power; 
and if the Chronicle of this city, the President's 
organ, is correct in its construction of the sugges 
tions of the New York Herald, speaking of Lieu- 
tenant General Grant, the question is already 
mooted whether he, in certain contingencies, % the 
head ofthe Army, would not be justified in assum 
ing the reins of Government. 
he very idea upon which this war Is founded, 
coercion of States, leads to despotism. To preserve 
a republican form of government under any com 
stitution, under the prevalence of the doctrines 
now in vogue, is clearly impossible, These com 
victions of the complete overthrow of our Gover 
ment are as unwelcome and unpleasant to ne & 
they are to any member of this House. W ould 
to God the facts were such that I could cher! 
other convictions. I may be denounced As dis- 
loyal and unpatriotic for entertaining them, ™ 
it will only be by shallow fools and arrant knavess 
who do not know or will not admit the difler 
ence between recognizing a fact and creating \"8 
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n these remarks, recur to the un- 


rt 
Republic, | $.. productive of good. I entertain 
ee a strong convictions upon that point, con- 
a « that | have no doubt will be shared in by 
ee epee oT historian of the future; for the pres- 
pe rte willing to let the past with all its recol- 
= i rest, provided we can snatch from the 
Se ruin some of our old relics of freedom.. 
ido not share in the belief entertained by many 

- nolitical friends on this floor and elsewhere, 
¢ a peace is attainable upon the basis of union 
a . construction. If the Democratic party were 
a ver to-day I have no idea, and honesty com- 
or to declare it, that they could restore the 
aan of thirty-four States. My mind has under- 
vane an entire change upon that sabject; and I 
now believe that there are buttwo alternatives, and 
they are either an acknowledgment of the inde- 
rendence of the South as an independent nation, 
or their complete subjugation and extermination 
as a people; und of these alternatives | prefer the 


former. 


Mr. Chairman, I take little or no interest in the | 


Jiscussion of the question which many of my po- 
litical friends would makean issue, as to how this 
war shall be prosecuted, its manner and object. 
| regard that as worse than trifling with the great 
question. I do not believe there can be any pros- 
ecution of the war against a sovereign State under 
the Constitution, and I do not believe that a war 
so carried on can be prosecuted so as to render it 
proper, justifiable, or expedient. .&n unconstitu- 
tional war can only be carried on in an unconstilu- 
tional manner, and to prosecute it further under 
the idea of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Srevens,] as a war waged against the con- 
federates as an independent nation, for the purpose 
of conquestand subjugation, as he proposes, and 
the Administration 1s in truth and in fact doing, I 
am equally opposed. 

| say further, Mr, Chairman, that if this war 
is to be still farther prosecuted, I, for one, prefer 
that it shall be done under the auspices of those 
who now conduct its management, as I do not 
want the party with which [ am connected to be 
in any degree responsible for its result, which 
cannot be otherwise than disastrous and suicidal; 
let the responsibility remain where it is, until we 
can have a change of policy instead of men, if 
auch a thingis possible. Nothing could be more 
fatal for the Democratic party than to seek to 
come into power pledged to a continuance of the 
war policy. Such a policy would be a libel 
upon its creed in the past and the ideas that lay 
atthe basis of all free government, and would 
lead to its complete demoralization and ruin. I 
believe the masses of the Democratic party are 
for peace, that they would be placed ina false 
position if they should nominate a war candidate 
for the Presidency and seek to make the issue 
upon the narrow basis of how the war should 
be prosecuted. 

For my own part, as I have already indicated, 
[fear that our old Government cannot be pre- 
served, even under the best auspices and with 
any policy that may be now adopted, yet I de- 
fire to see the Democratic party, with which I 
have always been connected, preserve its con- 
sistency and republican character unshaken. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I should 
be obliged to you if you would direct the Sergeant- 
at-Arms to bring a white flag and plant it in the 
aisle between myself and my colleague who has 
just addressed you, 

recollect on one occasion when two greatarmics 
stood face to face, that under a white flag just 
planted | approached a company of men dressed 
in the uniform of the rebel confederacy, and 
reached out my hand to one of the number and 
told him I respected him asa brave man. Though 


* wore the emblems of disloyalty and treason, | 


still underneath his vestments beheld a brave 
and honest soul. 

(would reproduce that scene here this after- 
hoon. I say, were there such a flag of truce—but 
er forgive me if f should do it under any other 
ircumstances !—I would reach out this right hand 


and ask test gentleman to take it; because I honor 
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al 


jeasant and acrimonious controversy of who is | 
venonsible for the death and destruction of our | 
ees do not see that any such discussion | 


his bravery and his honesty. I believe what has 
| just fallen from his lips is the honest sentiment of 
his heart, and in uttering it he has made a new 
| epoch in the history of this war; he has done a 
new thing under the sun; he has done a brave 
thing. Itis braver than to face cannon and mus- 
ketry, and I honor him for his candor and frank- 
ness. 

But now [ ask you to takeaway the flag of truce; 
and I will go back inside the Union lines, and 
speak of what he has done. I am reminded by 
it of a distinguished character in Paradise Lost. 


When he had rebelled against the glory of God | 


| and “led away a third part of heaven’s sons, 
conjured against the Highest,”? when after terri- 
| ble battles in which mountains and hills were 
hurled by each contending host “ with ‘jacula- 
| tions dire;’? when at last the leader and his hosts 
| were hurled down ‘nine times the space that 
| measures day and night,’’ and after the terrible 
fall lay stretched prone on the burning lake, Satan 





| lifted up his shattered bulk, crossed the abyss, 
| looked down into Paradise, and, soliloquizing, | 


said: 
**Which way I fly is hell; myself am hell.” 
It seems to me in that utterance he expressed 


ened; uttered by one no less brave, malign, and 
fallen. This man gathers up the meaning of this 
great contest, the philosophy of the moment, the 
prophecies of the hour, and, in sight of the para- 


|| dise of victory and peace, utters them all in this 


wail of terrible despair, ** Which way I fly is hell.” 
| He ought to add, ‘Myself am hell.” 

Mr. Chairman, [ am reminded of two charac- 
ters in the war of the Revolution as compared 
with two others in the war of to-day. 

The first was Lord Fairfax, who dwelt near 
| the Potomac, a few miles from us. When the 
| great contest was opened between the mother 





| country and the colonies, Lord Fairfax, after a 


| protracted struggle with his own heart, decided 
that he must go with the mother country. He 





| grandly, solemnly, and impressively, and joined 
the fortunes of Great Britain against the home of 
his adoption. 


But there was another man who cast in his lot | 


with the struggling colonies, and continued with 
them till the war was well-nigh ended. But ina 
day of darkness, which just preceded the glory 
of the morning, that other man, deep down in the 
damned pits of his black heart, hatched the treason 
to surrender forever all that had been gained to the 


enemies of his country. Benedict rnold was that | 


man. 
Fairfax and Arnold find their parallel in the 
struggle of to-day. 


When this war began many good men stood |} 


hesitating and doubting what they ought to do. 


Their doctrine of State rights, their sympathies, | 
all they had ever loved and longed for, were in | 


the South, and after long and painful hesitation 
some of them at last went with the enemies of the 
nation. 

At that time Robert E. Lee sat in his home 
across the river here doubting and delaying, and 
going off at last almost tearfully to join the ene- 


spects of Lord Fairfax, the stately royalist of the 
Revolution. 

But now, when hundreds of thousands of brave 
souls have gone up to God under the shadow of 
the flag, and when thousands more, maimed and 

| shattered in the contest, are sadly awaiting the 
| deliverance of death; now, when three years of ter- 


have pushed the rebellion back over mountains 


until a wallof fire girds it; now, when the uplifted 
| hand of a majestic people is about to let fall the 
| lightning of its conquering power upon the rebel- 
lion; now, in the quiet of this Hall, hatched inthe 
lowest depths of a similar dark treason, there rises 
! a Benedict Arnold and proposes to surrender us 
all up, body and spirit, the nation and the flag, its 
genius and its honor, now and forever, to the ac- 
cursed traitors to our country. And that prop- 
osition comes—God forgive and pity my beloved 
State !—it comes from a citizen of the honored and 
| loyal Commonwealth of Ohio. | 

| implore you, brethren in this House, not to 
believe that many such births ever gave pangs to 
my mother State such as she suffered when that 





the very sentiment to which ~ have just list- || 
) 


gathered his mantle about him and went over | 


rific warfare have raged over us, when our armies | 


and rivers and crowded it back into narrow limits, | 
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| traitor was born, [Suppressed applause and sen- 


sation.] I beg you not to believe that on the soil 


of that State another such growth has ever de- 

formed the face of nature and darkened the light’ 
ok at ; 

of God’s day. [An audible whisper, ** Vallan- 


” 7 
| digham.”*] Batah, Lam reminded that there are 


other such, My zeal and love for Ohio have ear- 
ried me too far. Lretract. L remember that only 
a few days since a political convention met at the 
capital of my State, and almost decided to select 


| from just such material a Representative for the 


| Democratic party in the coming contest; and to- 


day, what claim to be a majority of the Democ- 
racy of that State say that they have been cheated 
or they would have made that choice. 1 there- 
fore sadly take back the boast I first uttered in be- 
half of my native State, 


But, sir, | will forget States. We have some- 


| thing greater than States and State pride to talk of 


\| 
i] 
i 


} 
| 





} 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| revolution. 


here to-day. All personal or State feeling aside, 
Lask you what is the proposition which the en- 


emy of his country has just made? What is it? 


_ For the first time in the history of this contest 
itis proposed in this Hall to give up the strug- 


| gle, to abandon the war, and let treason run riot 


through the land! 1 will, if L can, dismiss feel- 
ing from my heart, and try to consider only what 


| bears upon the logic of the speech to which we 


have just listened. 

First of all, the gentleman tells us that the right 
of secession is a constitutional right. ldo not 
propose to enter into the argument. I have ex- 
pressed myself hitherto upon State sovereignty 
and State rights, of which this proposition of his 
is the legitimate child. 

But the gentleman takes higher ground—and 
in that | agree with him—namely, that five mil- 
lion or eight million people possess the right of 
Grant it; we agree there. If fifty- 
nine men can make revolution successful, they 
have the right of revolution. Ifone State wishes 
to break its connection with the Federal Govern- 
ment, and does it by force maintaining itself, itis 
an independent State. If the eleven southern 
States are determined and resolved to leave the 
Union, to secede, to revolutionize, and can main- 
tain that revolution by force, they have the revo- 
lutionary right todo so. Grantit. I stand on 
that platform with the gentleman. 

And now the question comes, is it our consti- 
tutional duty to let them do it? ‘That is the ques- 
tion, and in order to reach it | beg to call your at- 
tention, not to an argument, but to the condition 
of affairs which would result from sueh action— 
the mere statement of which becomes the strong - 
est possible argument. What does this gentle- 
man propose? Where will he draw the line of 
division? If the rebels carry into successful se- 
cession what they desire to carry, if their revolu- 
tion envelops as many States as they intend it 
shall envelop, if they draw the line where Isham 
G. Harris, the rebel Governor of Tennessee, in 
the rebel camp near our lines, told Mr. Vallan- 
digham they would draw it—along the line of the 
Ohio and of the Potomac—if they make good their 
statement to him that they will never consent to 


| any other line, then I ask what is this thing that 
|| the gentleman proposes to do? 
| mies of his country. He reminds me in some re- | 


He proposes to leave to the United States a ter- 
ritory reaching from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and one hundred miles wide in the center! From 
Wellsville on the Ohio river to Cleveland on the 
lakes is one hundred miles. 1 ask you, Mr. 
Chairman, if there be a man here 80 insane as to 
suppose that the American people will allow their 
magnificent national proportions to be shorn to 
so deformed a shape as this? 

I tell you, and I confess it here, that while 1 
hope I have something of human courage, | have 
not enough to contemplate such a result. | am 


| not biave enough to go to the brink of the preci- 


pice of suecessful secession and look down into its 
damned abyss. If my vision were keen enough 
to pierce to its bottom, | would not dare to look. 
If there be a man here who dare contemplate such 
a scene, | look upon him either as the retain ol 
the sons of women or as a downright madman. 
Secession to gain peace ! Secession is the toesin 
of eternal war. ‘There can be no end to such a 
war as will be inaugurated if this thing be done, 

Suppose the policy of the gentleman were 
adopted to-day. Let the order go forth; sound 
the ** recall’? on your bagles, and let it ring from 
Texas to the far Atlantic, and tell the armies to 
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come back. Call the victorious legions back over 
the battie-fields of blood, forever now disgraced. 


Call them back over the territory which they have | 


conquered. Call them back, and let the minions 
of secession chase them with derision and jeers 
as they come, 
across the aisie, from the free State of Ohio, gave 


birth to the monstrous proposition. 


Mr. Chairman, if such a word should be sent | 


forth through the armies of the Union, the wave 


And then tell them that that man |; 


of terrible vengeance that would sweep back over | 


this land could never find a parallel in the records 
of history. Almostin the moment of final victory 


the ‘‘recall’’ is sounded by a craven people not || 


deserving freedom! We ought every man to be 
made a slave should we sanction such a senti- 
ment. 

The gentleman has told us there is no such 


thing as coercion justifiable under the Constitu- | 


tion. Lask him for one moment to reflect, that 
no statute ever was enforced without coercion. 


it is the basis of every law in the universe—God’s | 


law as well as man’s. A law is no law without 
coercicn behind it. When a man has murdered 
his brother, coercion takes the murderer, tries 
him, and hangs him. When you levy your taxes 
coercion secures their collection; it follows the 


shadow of the thief and brings him to justice; it | 
accompanies your diplomacy to foreign courts, | 


and backs the declaration of the nation’s rights 
by a pledge of the nation’s power. But when 
the life of that nation is imperiled we are told 


that it has no coercive power against the parri- | 


cides in its own bosom! Again, he telis us that 
oaths taken under the amnesty proclamation are 
good for nothing. The oath of Galileo, he says, 


was not binding upon him. Lam reminded of an- | 


other oath that was taken; but perhaps it too was 
an oath on the lips alone to which the heart made 
no response, 

I remember to have stood in a line of nineteen 
men from Ohio an thatearpet yonder on the first 
day of the session, and | remember that with up- 
lifted hands before Almighty God those nineteen 
took an oath to support and maintain the Consti- 
tution of the United States. And I remember 
that another oath was passed around and each 
member signed itas provided by law, utterly re- 
pudiating the rebellion and its pretenses. 
the gentleman not blush to speak of Galileo’s 
oath? Was not his own its counterpart? 

He says the Union can never be restored be- 
cause of the terrible hatred engendered by the war. 
To prove it he quotes what some southern man 
said a few years ago, that he knew no hatred be- 
tween peoples in the world like that between the 
North and the South. And yet that North and 
South have been one nation foreighty-eight years ! 

Have we seen in this contest anything more 
bitter than the wars of the Scottish border? Have 


Does | 


we seen anything bitterer than those terrible feuds | 
in the days of Edward when England and Scot- | 


Jand were the deadliest foes on earth? And yet 
for centuries those countries have been cemented 
in an indissoluble union that has made the British 
nation one of the proudest of the earth! 


| due time. 
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the gentleman has reminded me of it at thistime; 
and | remember in the very preamble of that Con- 
stitution it is declared to be ordained for the pur- 
pose of promoting the general welfare and pro- 
viding for the common defense, and on that very 
ground, based on that very statement of its de- 
clared object, I not only lifted up my hand to 


awear to support that Constitution before God, | 


but it makes me now sorry there had not been a 


sword in it when I lifted it up, to strike down | 


any and all who would oppose the use of all the 
means God has placed in our power for over- 
throwing the rebellion forever. 

I am reminded here of a fact which I had 
well-nigh forgotten. Last summer I remember 
a Union spy came to our camp bringing two let- 
tersaddressed to ‘*Major General John C. Breck- 
inridge,C.S.A.”? They were letters ofintroduc- 
tion stating that the bearer desired to obtain a 
commission in the rebel army, and commending 


| him as a gallant and reliable man whom Breck- 


inridge could trust. One of these letters was 
signed by a man who lately held a seat in this 


House! [Cries of ‘* Name him!’’ from the Demo- | 


cratic side of the House.] 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will produce the letter in 
It isnot here with me. The other let- 
ter was froman associate of his, prominent in the 


local Democratic politics of the State of Indiana. | 


I am_ responsible for producing those letters. 
[Cries of “*Name!”’ 


Mr, HOLMAN. Lhopethe gentleman will give 


the names now. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
ters any further testimony that may be called for 
can be had at my hands. 

Mr. Chairman, let me mention another class of 
facts in this same connection. We were com- 
pelled last year to send our secret service men to 
ferret out the insidious work of that organization 
known as the ** Knights of the Golden Circle,”’ 


which was attlempung to corrupt the Army and | 


destroy its efficiency; and it was found that by 


the most subtle and secret means the signs and | 


passwords of that order were being made known 
to such men in the Army as were disaffected or 
could be corrupted. Witness also the riots and 
murders which their agents are committing 


throughout the loyal North, under the lead and | 
guidance of the party whose Representatives sit | 


yonder across the aisle; and now, justas the time 


is coming on when we are toselecta President for | 
the next four years, one rises among them and | 
fires the beacon, throws up the blue-light which 


will be seen and rejoiced over at the rebel capital 
in Richmond as the signal that the traitors in our 
camp are organized and ready for their hellish 
work, 
uplifted banner of revolt. Lask you to mark the 
signal that blazes here, and see if there will not 
soon appear the answering signals of traitors all 
over the land. If l am. wrong in this prediction 


i shall be thankful, but lam only too fearful of 


[ said alittle while ago that I accepted the prop- | 


osition of the gentleman that the rebels had the 


right of revolution; and the decisive issue between | 


us and the rebellion is, whether they shall revo- 
lutionize and destroy, or we shall subdue and pre- 
serve. We take the latierground. We take the 
common weapons of war to mect them; and if 


these be not sufficient, I would take any clement | 
which will overwhelm and destroy; | would sac- | 
rifice the dearestand best beloved; | would take | 
all the old sanctions of law and the Constitution | 
and fling them to the winds, if necessary, rather | 


than let the nation be broken in pieces and its 
people destroyed with endless ruin. 

W hat is the Constitution that these gentlemen 
are perpetually flinging in our faces whenever we 


desire to strike hard blows against the rebellion? | 


itis the production of the American people. They 
made it, and the creator is mightier than the creat- 
ure. The power which made the Constitution 
can also make other instruments to do its great 
work in the day of its dire necessity. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. | desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. I want to know if he did not 
just say that with nineteen others he stepped for- 
ward to the Speaker’s desk and swore to support 
the Constitution ? 


Mr,GARFIELD., I did; and I am very happy 


its truth. 
Let me say in conclusion, if these men do mean 
to light the torch of war iw all our homes; if they 


have resolved to begin the fearful werk which | 


will redden our streets and this Capitol with blood, 
the American people should know it at once and 
prepare to meet it. 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Chairman, I desire but a 
very few minutes to reply to my colleague who has 
seen proper to call in question very seriously what 
Lhavesaid thisafternoon. I stated, sir, very dis- 
tinctly when I commenced that I spoke for my- 
self, and that I alone would be responsible for 
what I said. 1 am well aware of all that I did 
say. _ | have said it deliberately. 
because my conscience told me it was right and 
my judgmentapproved it. I have said it because 
when | walked down with my colleague to the 
front of that desk to take the oath required of me 
in becoming a member of this House, I held up 
my hand, as he raised his, before Heaven and 
| took upon myself a solemn oath to support the 
| Constitution of the United States; and so help me 
| God, fearless of all the charges that can be made 
against me by that gentleman or any other, or b 
| all the minions of power in the land, I never will 

violate that oath, or shrink from the responsibility 
which | then assumed. 
} 1 have never, sir, belonged to a party which 
took that oath with amental reservation, I never 
took the oath with a determination not to obey 


When I produce the let- 


I believe the utterance of to-day is the | 


] have said it | 
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House and before the country, before hie asenn, 
the responsibility of charging me individua ; 
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the authorities that I brought before the H., 
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the organs of his own party, from the N, Yn 
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| State in which he and I live, have advocated t : 
| doctrines that 1 have promulgated here d 





he 


S to-day 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury ‘Ys 
<? 


| 

} ~ . 

} from our State too, advocates this identic 

] trine. 
en are 
| 
| 


hailing 


al doc- 


traitors, g a 
the party to which my colleague belongs who, 
I put myself before the House and country as | 
have done to-day. I then say, “If that be tres. 
son, make the most of it—make the most of jt.” 
I have brought here the authorities. In my judo. 
ment they are correct and sound. [ have not 
perhaps, had the opportunities of some other ven, 
tlemen on this floor, but my earliest inspirati _ 
were those of love and admiration for my coy. 
try, and for the distinguished statesmen who have 
adorned the pages of her history. I have pot 
been an unconcerned spectator of what has taken 
place. When I read the eloquent appeals of Clay 
and Webster, when I read the eloquent orati Nn of 
John Quincy Adams, when I read the report 
which L have produced to-day of Thomas H. Ben- 
ton, Martin Van Buren,and William H. Harrison, 
when I referred, as I have, to what the Secretary 
of State said three days before the Sunday when 
the proclamation for seventy-five thousand men 
was issued, and to what Edward Everett said \ye- 
fore coercion had commenced, when | referred: 
what was said by a Senator from Ohio [B. F. 
Wane] and the present occupant of the presi- 
dential chair, when I referred to all these, I knew 
that they were all leaders of the party to which 
gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber be- 
long. Then, sir, if 1 ama traitor, equally so are 
they! All that I ask is that 1 may be credited 
with honesty and sincerity of convictions, and 
for independence in declaring them in this House 
and before the country. I am willing to abide 
the consequences and take the responsibility. 

Now, sir, as to the charge in respect to Knighits 
of the Golden Circle, I have no knowledge of auy 
such thing. So help me God I never had, and 
with God’s help 1 never will have—never! lam 
a member of no political secret organization. | 
have never been a member of any except one 
which was known as the Miami tribe in the county 
where I live, I defy the world to point toa single 
instance in my life where I have ever had sey 
connection with or any knowledge of any other 
secret political organization. So much for the 

entleman’s charge against me on that score, 

Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I did not 
charge the gentleman as belonging to the Knights 
of the Golden Circle. If I were so understood 
I here distinctly disavow any such intention. 
think I did not say so. I only said that such an 
organization existed; and I regarded it ag under 
the protection and direction of the Democratic 

arty. 

Mr. LONG. Such an organization may exis 
for aught I know, but I have no knowledge of" 
and no communication with it. 1 do not know 
that any such organization exists; I trust in Got 
that it has no existence. I carry no banner; ! 
sound no keygnote; I speak for no party. | know 
that I utter sentiments which those on this sid? 
of the House disapprove; but I say what I be 
lieve to be true, and what my judgment dictales 
to be right. I have said it because it meets 


Then, sir, if that be treason, all these 
I preferred to get my authority ¢ 


as | 





approval of my own judgment. I stand upon! 
I believe there is no power under the Consututio’ 
to coerce sovereign States in the Unigp. Follow 
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